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’\ Lipy / > 7 7 7 ! I eSeryoiy recognizing the potential for their appropriate use and development. It encourages river
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~.\ N f N ?' \’ \ i goals for river protection.
H, L | | IRNS -2 \ h N
pt . \ \ T Y [ H
\.,\ S TUCsbn . \'—; \\\ ’ f;’ Rivers may be designated by Congress or, if certain requirements are met, the Secretary of the
\., f/ } : \\)“ \\\ : i Interior. Each river is administered by either a federal or state agency. Designated segments need
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\_- J I b L = designated boundaries generally average one-quarter mile on either bank in the lower 48 states /
N \ ,,’x =" 1= I o and one-half mile on rivers outside national parks in Alaska in order to protect river-related values.
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::j essentially primitive and waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges of primitive
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(2) Scenic river areas — Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of
. = b g i = -- . impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and
r T T T r T Belton 7id 1 iezal = \ shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.
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gL i “ \ shorelines, and that may have undergone some impoundment or diversion in the
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P e : % \ \ development nor gives the federal government control over private property. Recreation,
Byt » agricultural practices, residential development, and other uses may continue. Protection of the
C;_ river is provided through voluntary stewardship by landowners and river users and through
('{'/r//}(/) regulation and programs of federal, state, local, or tribal governments. In most cases not all land
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The Act purposefully strives to balance dam and other construction at appropriate sections of
@ rivers with permanent protection for some of the country's most outstanding free-flowing rivers.
To accomplish this, it prohibits federal support for actions, such as the construction of dams or
- - . other instream activities, that would harm the river's free-flowing condition, water quality, or
a8 18700+ outstanding resource values. However, designation does not affect existing water rights or the
L!g\fs existing jurisdiction of states and the federal government over waters as determined by
established principles of law.
[~250° With the passage of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, the National System o
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this is a little more than one-third of one percent of the nation's rivers. By comparison, more than
75,000 large dams across the country have modified at least 600,000 miles, or about 17%, of
PUERTO RICO American rivers.
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with the National Atlas of the United States®.
i i oNAL Alaska Wild and Scenic Rivers System map is available through www.rivers.gov.
RIVERS SYSTEM There are no Wild and Scenic Rivers in Hawaii.
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