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'ADDENDUM

The Obed Wild and Scenic River study report was prepared in June 1976. Study
findings reported that the Obed River and its tributaries, Clear and Daddys
Creeks and a two mile segment of the Emory River,.were eligible as a national
wild and scenic river. Totalling 100 miles, the inclusion of the Obed and its
tributaries in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System would require
legislation by Congress upon review of the report. Before the final report
was forwarded to Congress for its approval, however, Public Law 94-485
(October 1976), was passed designating 45.2 miles of the 100-mile long Obed
study area as a component of the national system. No action was taken by
Congress at that time on the remaining 54.8 miles.

The designated 45.2 mile segment includes the main stem beginning at the
western boundary of the Catoosa Wildlife Management Area (see map on page 67)
flowing northeasterly to its junction with the Emory River. This segment
includes Clear Creek from the Fentress-Morgan County line to its confluence
with the Obed and includes Daddys Creek from the Cumberland-Morgan County line
flowing northerly to the Obed. Congress directed the Secretary of the
Interior through the National Park Service to administer the Obed with
participation by the State of Tennessee. In reading the report it should be
noted that the National Park Service rather than the Tennessee Valley
Authority is the administrator for the Obed Wild and Scenic River. Therefore,
"National Park Service'" should be substituted for "Tennessee Valley Authority"
in Recommendations 4 and 5 on page 1l; Administrative Proposal on page 62; and
Acquisition Proposal on page 66.

Subsequent to designation of the 45.2 mile river segment costs of including
the remaining 54.8 miles of the study area were reevaluated. This was
considered necessary in light of increased mineral exploration and activity in
the vicinity. As a result of this reevaluation, the following should be
substituted for the report section Cost of Proposal on page 74.

Cost of Proposal

Total,land acquisition costs for the remaining Obed proposal are estimated to
range from $12 to $16 million based on land cost estimates of September 1980.

Preliminary Cost Estimates

LANDS ACRES ESTIMATED COST RANGE
Total Land Value¥ 9,458.0 $ 9.8 - $13.2
Improvements
Year-round Residences @) 0.2 - 0.3
Total Land and Improvements $ 10.0 - 13.5

Total Administrative, Technical,
Contract and Relocation Costs $ 2.0 - 2.5

Total Estimated Land Acquisition Cost $ 12.0 - 16.0




TYPES OF OWNERSHIP/ACREAGE --

Fee
Federal
State 33
County
Township/Town
City/vVillage
Organization
Private 3,981
Total 4,014

Easement Total
33

SSMA‘ 9,425
524ﬁ4 9,458

The study report reflects the desirability and feasibility of the total 100-

mile river area for system inclusion.

Although 45.2 miles have been included

in the national system, the resource values of the remaining 54.8 miles
warrant designation. We continue to favor the potential use of the entire
river area as a worthy addition to the national system.

*Includes Mineral Interest Cost Estimate

December 1981
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I. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND COSTS

Findings

The Obed River Task Force found that 34 miles of the Obed River, .

29.5 miles of Clear Creek, 34.5 miles of Daddys Creek, and 2 miles

of the Emory River--a total of 100 miles--possess outstandingly remark-
able scenic, recreational, geological, and fish and wildlife values and
gualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Recommendations

1.

That 100 miles of the Obed River, Emory River, Clear Creek, and
Daddys Creek be included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System as defined in Public Law 90-542, the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

That the proposed river areas be classified as follows: Obed River
from Interstate 40 to junction with the Emory River, 34 miles, wild.
Clear Creek from U.S. 127 to junction with the Obed, 29.5 miles,
wild. Daddys Creek from the millsite at river mile 34.5 to river
mile 18, 16.5 miles, scenic. Daddys Creek from river mile 18 to
junction with the Obed, 18 miles, wild. Emory River from junction
of the Obed to Nemo bridge, 2 miles, scenic.

That the National Wild and Scenic River boundary contain
approximately 15,644 acres, of which 9,233 would be acquired

in fee title, 2,440 would be controlled through acquisition

of easements, and 3,971 would be managed under intergovernmental
agreement as this amount is already in public ownership in the
State's Catoosa Wildlife Management Area.

That implementation of the project be a joint effort by the
Tennessee Valley Authority and the State of Tennessee, with
the Tennessee Valley Authority assuming primary responsibility
for acquisition and the State assuming primary responsibility
for planning, development, and administration.

That a master plan for acquisition, development, and management
be prepared by the State jointly with the Tennessee Valley
Authority and in consultation with local agencies and the
Secretary of the Interior within 1 year from the time Congress
authorizes the project. The master plan shall also include
conditions precedent to the transfer of full responsibility

for management of the river to the State of Tennessee.

That recreational development of the river be minimal with
facilities designed to protect the natural values of the area
while providing for public use consistent with these values.

Costs

Acquisition $4,197,000
Development 808,000
Annual Operation and Maintenance, 1 Year 53,000
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IT. INTRODUCTION

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542, was approved on
October 2, 1968. In the Act, the Congress declared it

. . . to be the policy of the United States that certain
selected rivers of the Nation, which with their immediate
environments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic,
recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cul-
tural, or other similar values, shall be preserved in
free-flowing condition, and that they and their immediate
environments shall be protected for the benefit and
enjoyment of present and future generations. The Congress
declares that the established national policy of dam and
other construction at appropriate sections of the rivers
of the United States needs to be complemented by a policy
that would preserve other selected rivers or sections
thereof in their free-flowing condition to protect the
water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other vital
national conservation purposes.

The Act in establishing a National Wild and Scenic Rivers System
designated eight rivers as initial components of the National System
and prescribed methods and standards for the addition of other rivers
to the system.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act also designated 27 rivers for study
(map, page 2) by the Secretary of the Interior and/or Secretary of
Agriculture as potential additions to the system. The Obed in
Tennessee and its tributaries--Clear Creek and Daddys Creek--were
among those designated for study.

Subsequent legislation, germane to protection of outstanding rivers
and their immediate environs, included the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, Public Law 91-190, approved January 1, 1970.

On March 5, 1970, Executive Order 11514, signed by the President,
furthered the purpose and policy of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 by defining the roles of Federal agencies and
the Council on Environmental Quality established by the Act:

The Federal Government shall provide leadership in protecting
and enhancing the quality of the Nation's environment to
sustain and enrich human life. Federal agencies shall
initiate measures needed to direct their policies, plans,

and programs so as to meet national environmental goals.

The Council on Environmental Quality, through the chairman,
shall advise and assist the President in leading this
national effort.



Wild and Scenic River Studies

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act specifies that a study report shall
accompany each proposal submitted by the President to the Congress
for the addition of a river to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. Reports must set forth:

1. The area included within the proposal;

2. The characteristics which make the river a worthy addition
to the system;

3. The current status of landownership and use;

4. The reasonably foreseeable potential uses of land and
water which would be enhanced, foreclosed, or curtailed
if the area were included in the National System;

5. The Federal agency proposed to administer the area;

6. The extent to which administration, including costs,
would be shared by State and local agencies; and,

7. The estimated cost to the United States of acquiring
necessary lands and interests in lands and of adminis-
tering the area as a component of the system.

The Act directed the Secretary of the Interior, in close cooperation

with the affected States and their political subdivisions, to complete

a study to determine whether the Obed River and its tributaries--

Clear Creek and Daddys Creek--should be included in the National

kild and Scenic Rivers System. The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation

¥as designated as lead agency in the study by the Secretary of the
nterior.

In accordance with Section 5(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
the State of Tennessee, a pioneer in State scenic rivers legisla-
tion, requested a joint study. The Tennessee Department of Conser-
vation undertook coleadership responsibilities with the Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation.

The Southeast Regional Office of the Bureau and the Tennessee
Department o0f Conservation, in keeping with the provisions of the
Act, brought together a joint Federal-State study task force. A

lTist of task force members in the field study is included in the
Appendix on page A-113. The purpose of the task force was to prepare
a field report and proposal for the Obed River and its tributaries.
This report and proposal are the result of that joint study effort.



Background

Studies of the Obed River and its tributaries were made as early

as 1930 to assess damages incurred from the great flood of 1929.
Subsequent studies--the latest completed in July 1968--examined

the feasibility of damming segments of the Obed River, Clear Creek,
and Daddys Creek for both single-purpose and multipurpose impound-
ments. Conclusions reached from these studies by the Corps of
Engineers and Tennessee Valley Authority were identical. Impound-
ments were found not economically feasible.

In February 1968, the Obed River and its tributaries were included

in a bill which became the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Act. However,

strong organized support persisted locally for the construction of

a high dam on the Obed River. Since the 1968 restudy of the feasibility
of the dam project was then underway, the Obed River and its tributaries
were deleted from the bill prior to its enactment. However, other
citizens groups including the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association

and the Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning favored preserving
the river. Largely through the efforts of these two organizations,

the Obed River, Clear Creek, and Daddys Creek were included in

Section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act in October 1968.

Preservation of the primitive character of the Obed system
has long been a goal of conservation groups.
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IIT. THE RIVER AND ITS SETTING

Location

The watershed of the Obed River is in the Cumberland Plateau of
east Tennessee. It is characterized by forested mountains, scenic
river gorges, and small communities, and contains some of the most
rugged scenery in the Southeast. Elevations range from 900 to
2,900 feet above mean sea level. (See topographical map on page 8.)

The Obed River, Clear Creek, and Daddys Creek are located in
Cumberland, Fentress, and Morgan Counties (map, page 6). Principal
towns in the area include Crossville and Wartburg, Tennessee.

Transportation

Interstate 40, the major east-west highway between Knoxville and
Nashville, Tennessee, crosses the upper reaches of the Obed River
and Daddys Creek. The interstate and related major highways provide
easy access from cities in Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky,
and the Carolinas. The total population within 50-mile zones up to
200 miles away is shown in the diagram on page 42.
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Obed River Near I-40 (River Mile 34)
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Watershed

The Obed River, Clear Creek, and Daddys Creek drain an area of
520 square miles and comprise a total of 144 miles of mountain
streams flowing northeast then east into the southbound Emory
River which joins the Tennessee River system. Portions of all
three streams flow through the Catoosa Wildlife Management Area
administered by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.

Obed River

The river rises near the mountain town of Crossville, Tennessee,

and flows northeast approximately 45 miles to its junction with

the Emory River southwest of Wartburg. From its headwaters at river
mile 45 to Interstate 40 (a distance of about 10 miles), the Obed
River is a small stream flowing through a relatively shallow, wooded
valley predominantly bordered by farmland. Below the Interstate 40
bridge, the river begins its journey through a highly scenic and
sparsely inhabited area. Four miles below the interstate, at

river mile 31, 250-foot canyon walls face each other across the narrow
gorge known as the Gould Bend corridor. The stream corridor has escaped
the impact of civilization. Rocks fallen from the canyon walls pinch
the stream into a tumbling succession of small waterfalls fed by
several tributaries cascading over massive boulders.

Cascading tributary near Obed-Emory confluence

9



Gould Bend area of Obed River (River Mile 31)

Towering eastern hemlock mingle with upland hardwood species and a
lush understory of laurel, wild flowers, and ferns. Fallen chestnut
trees, relics of a forest giant almost extinct from the American
landscape, are found throughout the Gould Bend corridor.

From Gould Bend to Adams Bridge at river mile 25, a distance of about
6 miles, the valley widens and becomes deeper. Boulders along the
streamside are seemingly transformed into cliffs extending over the
surface of the water. These overhangs are of outstanding aesthetic
value.

One-half mile below Adams Bridge, the Obed becomes a quiet stream
and enters the State-owned 80,000-acre Catoosa Wildlife Management
Area. Trees overhanging the stream at this location provide natural
diving boards over the clear, deep pools.

Three miles below Adams Bridge, the river again flows between canyon
walls exceeding 300 feet in height. These walls recede at Potters
Ford where a grassy cove with an artesian well is a significant
visitor attraction. Downstream of a Tow concrete bridge at Potters
Ford, the Obed is bordered by bluffs varying in height from 200 to
500 feet.

10



Obed River (River Mile 22)
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The section of the Obed between river mile 16 and its confluence

with the Emory River is one of the most scenic areas in the Southeast,
offering a diversity of quality recreation opportunity. Multicolored
canyon walls are enhanced by shallow caves. Gray lichens and dark
mosses cover boulders of all imaginable sizes and shapes. The white
water is challenging. A variety of wildlife and fish ranging from
white-tailed deer and ruffed grouse to smallmouth bass and muskel-
lunge exists within the corridor. Clear Creek and Daddys Creek

enter the Obed at river miles 5 and 9, increasing its size and rate
of flow and contributing to the scenic value of the Obed canyon.

Boulder on the Obed River

12



Clear Creek

Clear Creek rises on the Tennessee Valley Divide a few hundred feet
upstream of Interstate 40 and flows eastward for 48 miles before
entering the Obed at river mile 4.4. From its source to U.S. Highway
127, the crystal clear stream averages about 12 feet in width and
meanders over a rocky course through rolling farm country. Shortly
after the U.S. Highway 127 crossing, 29 miles upstream from its con-
fluence with the Obed, the 'stream becomes deeper and wider, entering
narrow valleys bordered by stretches of sheer rock wall. There is no
improved road access for 20 miles below U.S. Highway 127. This remote,
scenic, uninhabited area provides an excellent small-scale wilderness
opportunity for fishermen, floaters, hikers, canoeists, naturalists,
and other outdoor recreation users. Rapids alternate with deep, long
pools amidst huge boulders. Numerous small tributaries, forming
cascades, progressively increase the size of the stream as it flows
eastward. One such tributary at river mile 15 boasts an 85-foot
waterfall.

Clear Creek (River Mile 8.5)
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Clear Creek canyons (River Mile 2.4)
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The lower 2-mile stretch from Lilly Bridge to Clear Creek's con-
fluence with the Obed is among the most dramatic in the entire Obed
River system. About one-fourth mile below Lilly Bridge is a.wide,
peaceful, smooth-bottomed pool ideally suited for swimming, wading,
rock hopping, and tubing. At the lower edge of the pool is Jacks Rock,
a huge boulder named for the muskellunge caught by fishermen casting
from the rock. An underwater section of Jacks Rock creates an 8-foot
drop with an "S" swirl at its base which challenges the most skilled
canoeist.

Daddys Creek

From its headwaters, 49 miles above its confluence with the Obed to
the Alvin York Highway crossing at river mile 34, Daddys Creek is a
narrow stream flowing through gently rolling pastoral courtryside.
Upon rounding a bend about 100 yards above the highway crossing, the
current of the briskly flowing stream is momentarily decreased by an
abandoned gristmi]] dam. The site has a 4-foot-high concrete spill-
way and rustic mill building. Reflecting a facet of America's early
technology and culture, the old mill provides interesting sightseeing.

Daddys Creek at old millsite (River Mile 34)
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Devils Breakfast Table On Daddys Creek (River Mile 2.5)

16



From the mi1l to the Center Bridge crossing, a distance of 17 miles,
Daddys Creek winds through a diverse topography. Banks rise about

100 feet above the stream along this segment and land is used both for
farms and forests. This section of Daddys Creek is ideally suited

for streambank fishing and passive floating.

From Center Bridge to the Hebbertsburg Bridge at river mile 9,

Daddys Creek flows through a steep sided valley. There are occasional

flat bottoms. The surrounding landscape, characteristic of the nearby

rugged Crab Orchard Mountains, is colorful in the spring with a variety
of wild flowers, dogwood, and redbud trees.

.. 4

Daddys Creek near Hebbertsburg Bridge (River Mile 9)

Downstream, the valley becomes deepened, narrow, abruptly opening

into a scenic cove at Yellow Creek, a cold, small mountain tributary.
Immediately below the cove, the steep sided canyon pinches in on the
creek again. From this point to the Devils Breakfast Table, a pin-
nacle of rocks balancing a flat slab of sandstone, are found the most
rugged and scenic sections of the stream. Huge cliffs extend vertically
almost from the water's edge. Gigantic boulders create difficult white
water. The canyon is outstandingly scenic and almost uniformly dramatic
from the Devils Breakfast Table to its junction with the Obed River.

17



Daddys Creek from the river and from the bluff (River Mile 2.5)
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Physiography

The Obed River gorge and those of its tributaries are cut into

the Cumberland Plateau, which averages about 2,000 feet in elevation.
The highest elevation within or adjacent to the drainage of the Obed
is Brady Mountain, just under 3,000 feet. The elevation of the Obed
at its confluence with the Emory is 860 feet, there being a total
relief of over 2,000 feet. Elevations along the lands bordering

the proposed stream segments vary from 900 to 1,500 feet above mean
sea level. The gorges are impressive, with a depth of up to 400
feet, being almost vertical in many places. They are also very
narrow (as little as 800 feet wide at the top even in the downstream
segment).

The Obed, Clear Creek, and Daddys Creek have generally moderate
gradients in the upstream portions, but a much higher gradient
downstream. Within the study area, the Obed drops an average of
21 feet per mile, Clear Creek drops 20 feet per mile, and Daddys
Creek drops 19 feet per mile.

These streams have a distinct meander pattern, but are obviously
youthful with their high gradients and narrow gorges, indicating

they are presently in a cycle of rejuvenation. The meanders were
developed on a higher surface when the streams had reached a temporary
base level (perhaps on the resistant Rockcastle Conglomerate). These
features are present on most streams throughout the northern plateau.

Geology

Interesting structural features are present in the Obed region.

The Sequatchie Anticline, a ridge and valley structure which trends
northeast-southwest, has been breached by erosion resulting in
exposure to weathering and erosion of the weaker limestones in

the Sequatchie Valley, Grassy Cove, and Crab Orchard Cove. These

are among the most beautiful valleys in the Southeast. The anticline
continues to the northeast where it forms the Crab Orchard Mountains.

Another important structure is the Cumberland Plateau overthrust, a
western extension of the fractures produced by mountain building
forces toward the end of the Paleozoic Era. This complex zone extends
up the Emory River as a tear fault and then breaks through as a series
of thrust faults along the south side of the Obed River across Daddys
Creek and roughly parallel to the Obed. The Obed River flows parallel
to the fault system throughout its course. The fault complex is well
exposed in Yellow Creek Gorge of Daddys Creek, on the lower Obed, and
also along Interstate 40 east of Crossville.

The diversity of rock sizes, types, and shapes existing in the Obed

River region attracts the geologist and adds immensely to the scenic
quality of the area. Rocks exposed in the Obed drainage are of the
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(Daddys Creek and Obed Junction)
Sections of rimrock have fallen into the stream
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Pennsylvanian (50 million years ago) and Mississippian (30 million

years ago) periods. The Mississippian rocks exposed along the upper
reaches of Daddys Creek consist of red and green shales, dark red and
olive gray siltstones, and minor amounts of limestone. The Pennsylvanian
formations form the broad, flat to rolling areas of the northwest
Cumbertand Plateau and the vertical cliffs of the Obed River and its
tributaries. The Pennsylvanian strata consist primarily of sandstone,
siltstone, and shale.

It is primarily the interbedded shale and sandstone which has created
the spectacular multicolored bluffs of the Obed River and its tribu-
taries. Sections of sandstone, once a part of the rimrock, have
gradually moved downslope becoming deposited in the stream corridors.
These boulders not only enhance the experience of white water canoeing
and sightseeing, but also provide areas for picnicking, sunbathing,
and rock hopping during periods of low to moderate flow.

Soils

The three-county study area falls in the Cumberland Plateau physiographic
area described by the Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, as having loamy soils with low natural fertility which
average about 2 feet deep to sandstone rock.

A soil survey was completed for Cumberland County in 1938. No survey
has been done for Morgan or Fentress Counties. The soil types of
Cumberland County occur in complicated patterns with small bodies

of different types found in close intermixture. The detailed soil
map is not reproduced here, but a map of associations is shown on
page 22. It identifies relatively broad areas, each of which is

made up of about the same combination of soil types. Associations
are thought to be approximately the same along the study streams

in Fentress and Morgan Counties.

In the Muskingum-Hartsells-Crossville association, sandstone and
shale are the underlying rocks, although small outcroppings of the
shale appear here and there. Typically, Hartsells soils occupy the
smooth ridge crests and Muskingum occupy the strong or steep slopes,
while the Pope, Philo, or Atkins soils are in the bottom lands along
the major streams. (This distribution is also true for the other
associations having these soil types.)

The Muskingum soils are poorly suited to crops and pasture. They
are moderate to Tow in production of timber, depending on aspect

and stoniness. Forest and wildlife are probably their most feasible
uses. The Hartsells and Crossville are physically suited to crops
but naturally very low in fertility, requiring liberal fertilization
even on newly cleared land. The inextensive Pope and Philo are well
suited to agriculture.
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The Muskingum-Hartsells association differs from the one just
described chiefly in having a much larger proportion of Muskingum
soils, a smaller proportion of Hartsells, and very little Crossvilie.
In general, soils are very stony and some are shallow over bedrock.
This association offers little opportunity for agricultural develop-
ment as much of it occurs in small bodies surrounded by soil not
suitable for crops, and very little of the land has been cleared.

The Muskingum-stony land association, as the name suggests, is
composed of Muskingum soils and stony land with only a very small
acreage of Hartsells and Crossville on ridge crests and Pope, Philo,
and Atkins in bottom lands. The association is probably best suited
to wildlife and forestry recreation.

Streamflow

The uneven flow of the Obed River, Clear Creek, and Daddys Creek
varies divectly with rainfall. The Obed streamflow graph on page 24
reflects the flow variations which can be expected. Observed extremes
range from over 140,000 c.f.s. to Tess than 1 c.f.s. There has not
been sufficient sampling to allow the computation of mean monthly or
annual flows fcr the three study streams. From the graph, an analysis
of the Emory River watershed, and other u.S. Geological Survey data,
the conclusion was drawn that the flow rates on the Emory River at
Oakdale were generally proportional to those of the study streams.
White water difficulty classifications and minimum, optimum, and
dangerous pericds for floating have been established by the East
Tennessee White Water Club, the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association,
and the Tennessee Valley Authority based on streamflow rates at
Oakdale, Tennessee (chart, page 26).

The large fluctuations in streamflow contribute to the diversity

of recreation opportunities available. During periods of extremely
high flows, the roaring streams thundering against canyon walls and
boulders create a spectacular scene. Normal winter and spring flows
provide excellent white water canoeing. As flows decrease from June
through September, visitors can rock hop nearly dry rapids and explore
the streambeds. At low flow, natural sandy beaches by Targe placid
pools provide the setting for swimming, sunbathing, and tubing.

Climate

Average annual rainfall for the Obed region is 53 inches (page 28).
March is the wettest month with more than twice as much rain as
october--the driest. Snowfalls, although numerous, account for
only about 2 percent of the annual precipitation. Average monthly
air temperatures correspond closely to the water temperatures of
the free flowing streams (page 29).
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Running the white water of the Obed River system
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WHITE WATER CANOEING CLASSIFICATION
FOR OBED RIVER SYSTEM

Trip
Water Level For Canoeing Distance White Water

Stream Section Low Fair (Miles) Difficulty
Obed River
I-40 to Adams Bridge May-Nov Dec. Jan-Apr 10 VI
Adams Bridge-Potters

Ford May-Nov Dec Jan-Apr 4 II
Potters Ford to Obed

dunction Jun-Nov May Dec-Apr 11 Il
Obed Jct. to Nemo Jun,

Bridge Jul-Oct Nov  Dec-May 9 IV
Clear Creek
U.S. Hwy. 127 to

Hegler Ford May-Nov Dec Jan-Apr 19 II1
Hegler Ford to Jett

Bridge Jun-Nov May Dec-Apr 5 . II
Jett Bridge to Lilly

Bridge Jun-Nov --- Dec-May 5 III
Daddys Creek
Hwy. 68 to Center

Bridge May-Nov Dec Jan-Apr 10 I
Center Bridge to

Hebbertsburg Bridge Jun-Nov May Dec-Apr 8 II
Hebbertsbutg Bridge-

Devils Breakfast

Table Jun-Nov --- Dec-May 6 v

White Water I - Easy (beginner) IV - Very Difficult (advanced)

Difficulty II - Medium (novice) V - Exceedingly Difficult
Key: III - Difficult ~ (expert)
(intermediate) VI - Serious Risk of Loss of Life
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Water Quality

In the past, discharge of waste water from the Crossville sewage
treatment plant and industrial waste from a vegetable processing
plant near river mile 39 have chemically and bacteriologically
degraded about 4 miles of the Obed River.

Crossville placed its renovated sewage treatment plant in operation

in early 1971. This plant is designed to handle all municipal and
industrial wastes 