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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings

In accordance with criteria set forth in the Wild and Scenic Rivers

Act and in the U.S. Department of the Interior/U.S. Department of
Agriculture "Guidelines for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and Recreational
River Areas . . .,'" the 9.5-mile (15.3-km) segment of the Sweetwater
River from Wilson Bar downstream to Spring Creek was determined to be
ineligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenlic Rivers System.
This determination was based on the study reach's failure to meet the
minimum length criterion of 25 miles, combined with a lack of sufficient
areal extent and number of "outstandingly remarkable values'" to warrant
making an exception to the length criterionm.

However, the study team found the segment possesses outstandingly
remarkable historic and excellent water quality and fish and wildlife
values and is worthy of protection and preservation.

Recommendations

Based on the above findings, the Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar down-
stream to Spring Creek is not recommended for designation as a component
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System at this time.

Should a contiguous portion of the river be studied, found eligiblie,
and recommended for inclusion, this segment would qualify as a "wild"
river. Assuming no degradation of resource values, the area is recom-
mended for inclusion as such.

Sweetwater Canyon is further recommended for protection by designation
and management as Wilderness, assuming the area qualifies for this
designation (this evaluation to be completed in 1979).

Should the study area not qualify for Wilderness and not be made part
of an extended wild and scenic river area, it should receive some
other form of special recognition, designation, and management that
guarantees long-term protection of the area and its values; an "Area
of Critical Environmental Concern”l is a designation that may be ap-
propriate in this case.

1see footnote 1 in chapter V.
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A.

B.

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

This report was prepared under the authority of the Wild and Scenie
Rivers Act, P. L. 90-542, dated October 2, 1968, The Act preserves
"certain selected rivers" that "possess outstandingly remarkable
sceniec, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural,
or other similar values . . . in thelr free-flowing condition . . .
for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.”

The Act named eight rivers as initial components of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. Twenty-seven others were listed as potential
additions, and a procedure was framed for assessing their eligibility.

The Act defines three possible classifications for eligible rivers -
wild, scenic, and recreational - and requires that consideration be
given in the study report to land acquisition, right and use of
occupancy, water resource developments, mining, and administration.

Since its passage, the Act has been amended six times. Seven more
river segments have been added to the National System through
Congressional action, and five others were added as State—administered
components, Thirty-one have been added to the list of potential
candidates, and procedures for evaluation were refined in 1970 by

the joint USDI/USDA "Guidelines for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and
Recreational River Areas Proposed for Inclusion in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System under Section 2, Public Law 90-542."

Figure I-1 shows the components of the National Wild and Scenice

FRivers System.

One of the amendments, P. L. 93-621, dated January 3, 1975, listed
29 new "study rivers" in section 5(a). Among these was "(51) Sweetwater,
Wyoming: The segment from Wilson Bar dowmstream to Spring Creek.™
The location iz shown in figure I-2.

THE STUDY

In February 1977, an interagency team was formed to conduct the
Sweetwater River study. The Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation led the
study, and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), as the principal
land-management agency, contributed much data and shared an equal
role in the decisionmaking process. Several other Federal and State
agencies made significant contributions; a list of contributors
appears in appendix A.



e f é"&r ';“‘""‘""----...
it I e
‘! i S | )

M

L tpper

- i
- - M‘.l \ Mrssrxsepprk
, 1 '
"“ﬂa‘ Yﬁfdm,% ’ { Het gk
g™ on i -
2 3 ‘-\\ ._ . I*_,_____“__‘__‘-_ _'-—-z .
- o»), ) A T - )
b”4 “Hone i Clachs Forny } \'l LOWER,
! i
o Srans, i | ST cROX
i » i ! o sconsin
Tt f i e LWy $E
Fr——f - T ———— Y lipper lowe l(-' _
! 3 S»nhuf,,.*: ”‘,maaf\ -
! i ;
: ér-;;;"'ﬂ‘&".s--l._!!_' ”'_.___ " Y o
’ LTy g s e : y
™ F ! ! 2T N l burren Vpeam oo rim s man e “f
oﬁ&'.* I i P [ \-" i
H b Cotoragydy ’ ma”senf e \\‘
] torey \Grnrsang i k| Gase *\'3
!L““---n-..,, 'l 2103 Pinose ] : |_\_.
;N' H'ﬁ?a;:-»\—c;”’"’” ! . ! e
. i e '
i ——. L ™ -
N i nfawum.‘- i A' WA Lf
]i) \Verde i ! i H1enois tayrfat
# » i i i g
/ i i i 7
-_..é\ .&h/ ! } N\
~ 4 ?
\‘\ lf': Francisco ]
— i
—_— _._LJM..R —t

NOTE: Found not qualified
Alleghany, Pennsylvania Clarion,
Pannsylvania Maumee, Indizna-Ohio

NOTE: Stsdies Competed
Ninois, Sa , Br , Dolores, Big Thompson, Swannee,
Upper Missistippi, Gasconade, Penobecot, Upper lowa,

Owyhee, Wi in, Youghiogheny

Sy in Progress

- ey REsPONSIBILITY AS AUTHORIZED BY P.L. 90-542, as smended
® Departrent of Agriculture ml_m UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
O State/Local DSC | MAR 7D NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



1onal Park

4

To Yellowstone Nat

lg a !& g) miles
10 a !ﬁ 50 kalometera

SWRI
DSC

,
Dubois }
i
!

20096
JULY 79

I—.--.-.-—
J—
— —_
y

7

]

¢
,

[287) Wind

Lndian

Figure 1-2

SWEETWATER WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY
FREMONT COUNTY, WYOMING
Study Area
r —— —_——— |
; |
| |
™ |
i !
| 'i
i '
) !
i !
i 1
1 q
|
| |
! H
I W N
STATE OF WYOMING \\
To Thermopoliz, Worland, Lovel) A
I
River e
Reservation .
| Shoshoni
| CET
|
S
!
Ri Vcrtoni
i
|
3:&0,_

To Fock Springs

Jeffrey City

To Rawtins

FREMONT COUNTY



The study proceeded in five basic phases:

Collection of Study Data. The team used existing data to full
advantage, especially the BIM proposal for a "Natural Area" with-
drawal for the Sweetwater Canyon area. The study region was Fremont
County, Wyoming; the river corridor was generally the adjacent laand
within the line of sight or 1/4 mile on either side, whichever was
least. Data were provided by Federal, State, and local agencles,
citizen groups, and individuals.

The development of new data and a detailed inspection of the river
were also required. The Sweetwater River was examined on foot, by
motor vehicle, and from the air.

The basic information gathered on Fremont County and the Sweetwater
River is presented in chapters II and III.

Determination of Eligibility. The Sweetwater River study segment was
evaluated to determine its eligibility for inclusion in the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Direction for this phase was found
in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and supplemented in "Guidelines

for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River Areas . . . ."

A two—-step process for determining eligibility was used:

1) the study segment was evaluated for inclusion in the National
System using the data presented in chapter III; and

2) all input from the public, including information obtained in
letters and interviews, was utilized by the interagency team
to review its eligibility determination.

Classification. Although ineligible because of length, the river
was found to be otherwise eligible for degignation. The administra-
tion has proposed study of the remainder of the Sweetwater River
upstream from Wilson Bar, which, if found eligible, could also
render the current study segment eligible, Therefore, the classi-
fication criteria set forth in the Act and the Guidelines were
applied to the study segment so that in the event it should become
eligible, the classification process would be complete.

The results of the eligibility and classification determinations are
presented in detail in chapter IV, "Eligibility and Classification."

Public Involvement. Public involvement and input were sclicited
through the BLM Rawlins District Advisory Board, talks to various
other groups, news releases, interviews, and public information
packets.




Most of the people who responded to the findings advocated maximum
wild and scenic river designation and supported the President's
proposal that the study be done on the entire river upstream from
Wilson Rar.!

Conclusions and Recommendations. The final step was evaluation of
data, public response, and selection c¢riteria. The findings and
recommendations presented at the beginning of the report and in
chapter VI are the results of this evaluation.

1At the direction of the President, the Secretary of the Interior
submitted proposed legislation to the Congress on May 26, 1977. This
proposal would have amended the Wild and Scenic Rivexrs Act by desig-
nating 46 miles of the Sweetwater River from its source downstream to
Wilson Bar for study as a potential addition to the national system.
The 95th Congress took no action on this proposal.

I-5



B.

CHAPTER 11

REGIONAL SETTING

INTRODUCTION

For the purpose of this study, the region was defined as Fremont
County, Wyoming. Information was derived from several sources:

the 1975 Wyoming Statewlide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan,
the Bureau of Land Management's Moneta and Sweetwater Unit Resource
Analysis and Management Framework Plans, Bureau of Land Management
central files, various Fremont County planning documents, and input
from numerous Federal and State agencies and private organizations
and individuals.

LANDSCAPE

Location and Size

Fremont County is centrally located in Hyomin§ as shown in figure II-1,
It covers about 9,200 square miles (24,000 km“) or nearly 10 percent
of the total land area of Wyoming and is approximately equivalent in
size to the State of Vermont. It is the second largest county in
Wyoming in land area and one of the largest in the country.

General Landform

Fremont County is bounded on the west by the Wind River Range, which
forms part of the Continental Divide. The southern and southeastern
portions of the county contain a variety of topographic features,
including high plains, buttes, points, large rock outcroppings, and
mountaing; e.g., Antelope Hills, the Great Divide Basin, and the
Green Mountains, as shown in figure II-1. The northcentral portion
of the county is flatter, and the eastern margin is a mixed grouping
of lesser foothills, mountains, valleys, and flatlands. The northern
and northwestern parts of the county are characterized by high, jagged
mountain peaks and high mountain meadows.

The mountains surrounding the county have peaks reaching 13,000 feet
(4,000 m) in elevation and contain great living glaciers. Gannett
Peak, highest point in Wyoming at 13,783 feet (4,301 m), is located
within this mountain range. These high mountains present a sharp
contrast to the central part of Fremont County where the terrain
slopes off to form a large hasin floor with elevations between 4,500
and 6,000 feet (1,370 and 1,830 m). The elevation difference between
the highest and lowest points within the county is nearly 9,000 feet
(2,750 m).
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CLIMATE

Fremont County, due to the variation of elevation and surface
features, exhibits a wide range of temperature and precipitation.
Excluding the high mountain areas, the county has a semiarid climate
with het summers, cold winters, and an erratic precipitation of
10-20 inches (25-31 em) annually, as shown in figures II-2 and II-3.

Wide daily and seasonal variations in temperature, low humidities,

and high evaporation rates are characteristic of the area. Temperatures

can range from as high as 100°F (38°C) in summer to -40°F (-40°C) im
winter. Much of the annual precipitation falls as snow, usually from
Qctober through May. The frost—-free growing season ranges from

2 to 4 months, decreasing in length with an increase in elevation.

December, January, and February are generally the coldest months,
with the mean temperature for each below freezing. Snowstorms which
occur during these months produce a snow cover of long duration,
often lasting from late fall through spring.

In spring (March, April, and May), the county gets its heaviest
snowstorms with the most spow In April. Wind speed, widely variable
due to geographical location, elevation, and topography, is highest
in the spring. The wind usually blows from the southwest throughout
the year.

The typical summer weather pattern consists of cool, clear mornings
followed by a cloud buildup in the early afterncon, The clouds are
sometimes accompanied by widely scattered thundershowers which bring
needed precipitation during this characteristically hot, dry period.

September and October bring dry, sumny days and clear, chilly nights.
Periods of Indian summer days may be interspersed with cold spells.
Maximum daily temperatures during these months are between 60°F
{16°C) and 73°F (23°0C).

November marks the onset of winter with snew flurries or light snows
likely. The temperature often drops to freezing or below, Although
the maximum daily temperature may occasionally reach SO°F (10°C) or
60°F (16°C), the mean is about 43°F (6°C).

The average annual wind speed at Riverton is 12 miles per hour (mph)
(19 kilometers per hour; kph), and the Lander weather station reports
an average wind speed of 7 mph (11 kph), one of the lowest in the
nation. High wind speeds and cool to cold alr temperatures sometimes
combine to produce harsh weather conditions which can cause frostbite
or hypothermia,

II-3
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Wild Horse Point
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An aerial view of the Sweetwater
River with the Wind River
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D.

SOILS

Throughout Fremont County are portions of 20 major soil associations.
These range from dark-colored soils and rock outcrops in the alpine
region to grey-brown soils in the dry basin areas. The general
discussion on soils that follows 1s based on a very broad survey,
Figure II-4 defines the location and components of these soil units,
The 20 soil) assoclations are divided into two groups of mountain
soils and two groups of basin soils as follows:

Mountain Soils

Soil assoclations 1-6 are dark- and light-colored moist soils of
the high mountains. The topography varies from steep to sloping or
rolling, and the soils are developing in residuum and transported
materlals from igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary bedrocks.

Some soils are developing in gravelly, cobbly, and stony glacial
moraines and outwash. Vegetation is predominantly forest but
includes grass-shrub parks. Logging, grazing, recreation, and
wildlife habitat are the principal uses., These solls are present
in the mountainous areas in the western and northwestern portions
of Fremont County and in the northeastern corner.

Dark-colored soils of the mountains and valleys as represented by
soil associations 7 and 8 are meoist 1n some parts during the summer
and are developing in residuum and transported materials from igneous
and sedimentary bedrocks. Vegetation is predominantly grass-shrub
and scattered patches of timber, with grazing and wildlife habitat

as the principal uses. These s80ils are restricted to northeastern
and southwestern areas of the county.

Basin Soils

Soil associations 9-16 are dominantly light-colored in basins,
terraces, and fans and are usually dry but may be moist in some
parts during the summer. Soll topography ranges from nearly

level to steep, relling, or unduvlating, and supports grass-—shrubs

as the predominant vegetation, The soils are developing in alluvium
on stream terraces, alluvial fans, and flood plains or in residuum
from soft sandstone, shale, or siltstone bedrock uplands, or glacial
till on rolling moraines. Irrigated hayland and pasture, grazing,
and wildlife hablitat are the principal uses. The largest category,
these soils extend throughout all but the northeastern corner of the
county.

The dominantly light-colored soils of associations 17-20 are located
in level to undulating basins, terraces, and fans which are usually
dry. These soils are developing in alluvium wind-laild sands and
residuum on alluvial fans, stream terraces, and bedrock-controlled
uplands. Vegetation 1s grass-shrub; grazing, irrigated cropland,

and wildlife habitat are the principal uses. These solls are present
only in the northeastern portion of the county.

1I-6
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E.

VEGETATION

Four main vegetation patterns predominate. The first includes barren
ground supporting primitive plant climaxes, tundrd, bare rock, and
glacial ice in the high mountain areas, plus barren, shifting sand
dunes, especlally in the southern lowland desert areas. The second
vegetative pattern consists of natural forest cover, primarily on
mountain slopes and along streams. Dry basin forage areas, with a
combination of grasses and desert scrub, cover well over half of
Fremont County, as indicated in figure II-5. Agricultural land

under irrigation is the fourth vegetative pattern.

The barren ground class varies the most widely and is probadly the
least important from an economic standpoint. Natural forested areas
include unmixed stands of conifer trees (including dwarf pine at
higher elevations), mixtures of conifer and deciduous trees in some
locations, and pure stands of deciduous trees along lowland streams.
Marketable timber covers a relatively small portion of the county,
primarily in the northwest.

Brush and desert scrub predominate in nonirrigated lowland forage
areas in the drier southern and eastern parts of the county, with
grass predominating on the fringes of the high mountain areas.
Agricultural crops and pasture are irrigated extensively where water
is available. Soils, degree of slope, availability of moisture,
temperature, catastrophlc natural forces, and man's agricultural
needs combine to produce everchanging vegetation patterns.

A list of plants known or thought to exist in Fremont County is
included in appendix C. Included are five species under review or
proposed for possible threatened or endangered species status.

FISH AND WILDLIFE

Fish and wildlife are important resources, prized for their recrea-
tional, aesthetic, and economic values. Game species include both
warm and cold water fish, waterfowl, small birds, and large and small
mammals, Nongame species include fish, various fowl, small mammals,
predators, and carrion eaters.

Species of trout include golden, cutthroat, rainbow, browm, brook,
mackinaw, and splake. Warm water game fish are walleye, sauger,
largemouth bass, black crappie, bluegill, chaunel catfish, stonecat,
black bullhead, and yellow perch. Other species of fish are grayling,
whitefish, and ling or burbot.

There are no threatened or endangered fish species known to inhabit
Fremont County waters.
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Sparrows, goldfinches, buntings, bluebirds, jays, blackbirds, ravens,
and many other bird species are seen. Golden eagles, prairie falcons,
great-horned owls, and red-tailed hawks, along with approximately

25 other species of birds of prey, dwell here as well. Canada
geese, mallards, pintails, redheads, loons, and great blue herons
are some of the approximately 30 species of waterbirds and waterfowl
known to inhabit the county.

Sage grouse are common throughout the plains area, and chukar and
Hungarian partridge are present throughout most of the central and
northern portions. Pheasants inhabit irrigated cropland near
Riverton. Blue and ruffed grouse dwell in parts of the Wind River
and Absaroka Mountains.

Many small mammals such as the coyote, bobecat, mink, weasel, skunk,
ground squirrel, beaver, muskrat, cottontail rabbit, jack rabbit,
and prairie dog inhabit the county.

Indigenous large mammals include the pronghorn antelope, white~
tailed deer, mule deer, elk, moose, bighorn sheep, and black bear.
Selected big game ranges are shown in figure II-6.

Game animal and upland bird populations and annual hunting harvests
are shown in table II-l.

Threatened or endangered wildlife species known or suspected to
live in the county are the grizzly bear, black-footed ferret,
Amerlican peregrine falcon, northern Rocky Mountain wolf, and
bald eagle.

WATER RESOURCES

Fremont County straddles the Continental Divide and encompasses
lands which drain into several major river basins as shown in
Figure II-1. A small part of the southwestern corner drains into
the Green River, a tributary of the Colorado River, and part of the
southern edge is drained by ephermeral and intermittent streams
into the Great Divide basin (a closed basin). The major portion of
surface water drains into the Sweetwater and Wind Rivers, both
tributaries of the Missouri River System.

The county's contribution of surface water to the Snake River, Green
River, and Great Divide basins is minimal. However, about 1,000,000
acre feet (1.23 billion ms) annually flows from the Wind River, and
according to U. 8. Geological Survey readings taken at the Sweetwater
River near Alcova, Wyoming, for water years 1914 to 1924 and 1939

to 1973, an average of about 91,000 acre feet (112 million m®) flows
from the Sweetwater River, as shown in figure II-7.
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Figure II-6
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BIG AND SMALL GAME ANTMAL SPECIES

TABLE 1I-1

Fremont County, Wyoming

Large Game

Deer

Elk

Moose
Antelope
Bighorn Sheep
Black Bear
Grizzly Bear

Small Game

Sage Grouse

Chukar

Pheasant

Blue and Ruffed Grouse
Hungarian Partridge
Mourning Dove
Cottontail Rabbit
Snowshoe Hare

Duck

Geese

Squirrel

*Estimates not available.

Estimated Population

1975 Annual Harvest

9,500
6,800
500
7,350
1,800
200

4

29,000

10,800

17,500

3,300

3,000
*

70,500

E I

I1-12

4,213
2,727
10

7,281
1,713
2,835
1,135
161
4,018
12,365
75
8,628
228
75
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There is a large disparity of available surface water in the county
due to the variations in precipitation between the mountains and the
semiarid basins. Snow and rainfall which are often abundant in the
high mountains are usually lacking in the lowlands during much of
the year. As a result, natural lakes, which are numerous in the
national forests at higher elevations, are almost nonexistent in

the lower basins. However, two water projects have been constructed
at lower elevations by the Bureau of Reclamation to offset this
imbalance.

Boysen Reservoir, the largest body of water in the county, was
constructed for hydroelectric power, irrigation, recreation, fish
propagation, sediment retention, and flood control. The Riverton
Project was bullt primarily for irrigation. Project features are
Bull Lake Dam, Pilot Butte Dam, Wind River Diversion Dam, and
approximately 730 miles of canals. In addition, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs has constructed a series of small irrigation projects,
including Washakie and Dinwoody Reservoirs and Ray Lake. The major
water projects in Fremont County are shown in figure ITI-8,

POPULATION AND LIFESTYLE

Population

Fremont County's population has increased since 1930, but generally
at a decreasing rate as shown in table II-2. The 1975 population
was estimated by the Fremont County Plamming Department to be 31,728,
The department also estimated that the 1980 population will be over
36,000, the 1990 population over 47,000, and by 2000, it may exceed
61,000.

TABLE II-2
POPULATION
Fremont County, Wyoming
Percent
Absolute of Increase
Year Population Differences or Decrease
1920 11,820 - -
1930 10,490 - 1,330 - 11.25
1940 16,095 + 5,604 + 53.43
1950 19,580 + 3,485 + 21.65
1960 26,168 + 6,588 + 33.65
1970 28,352 + 2,184 + 8.35
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More than half the population lives in seven of the county's citles
and towns, as shown in figure II-9 and table II-3. This settlement
pattern has held relatively constant since 1920, and urban and rural
areas have shared equally in the expanding population. This can be
explained, in part at least, by the continuing strength in agriculture
and mining operations in the economy. In 1970, 47 percent of the
residents were classified as rural (35 percent rural nounfarm and

12 percent rural farm), and 53 percent as urban.

TABLE II-3

POPULATION FOR SELECTED CITIES AND TOWNS
Fremont County, Wyoming

City or Town 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970
Riverton 2,023 1,608 2,540 4,142 6,845 7,995
Lander 2,133 1,826 2,594 3,349 4,182 7,125
Shoshoni 561 263 226 891 766 562
Dubois 243 177 412 279 574 898
Hudson 977 328 330 293 369 381
Jeffrey City - - - - - 574
Pavillion — - 176 241 190 181

Nine percent of the residents are 18 years of age or under, 75 percent
are between 18 and 60, and the remaining 16 percent are over 60 years
old. The median age is 25 years, as compared to the State average

of 27 years and the national average of 29 vears.

Median family income for Fremont County residents in 1970 was $8,932,
while that for the State was $8,943 and that for the Nation was $9,590.
In 1973 the per capita income was $3,496, compared with $4,696 for the
State and $5,041 for the Nation.

Population characteristics differ wmarkedly from those of the Nation.
For example, the density of the county is only 3.2 persons per
square mile (1.2 persons per km?®), as compared to the Nation with
57.8 persons per square mile (22.3 persons per km?). Wyoming has
3.4 persons per square mile (1.3 persons per km?).

Lifestyle

Except for the two largest towns, Lander and Riverton, the county

is basically rural in lifestyle. A distinct "small town" flavor and
slower pace of life are prevalent. In each community, mining,
agriculture (farming and ranching), and tourist-related services

are the major employers.
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Many people have begun to move into the area because of energy-related
jobs. A healthful climate and abundant outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities have attracted and will probably continue to attract people
to the area as permanent residents.

ECONOMY

The economy, although composed of many general types of industry, is
supported most strongly by government, mining, agriculture, tourism,
and retail trade.

Mining

Mining is the largest industry and second largest employer, providing
jobs for about 1,860 people; it has, however, the largest dollar
payroll and produces the highest assessed value of products. The
overall assessed value of minerals produced annually within the
county has increased from approximately $53 million in 1970 to

over $73 million in 1975. Of greatest importance are uranium and
iron. Mineral locations are shown In figure II-10,

Government

Government 1s the single largest employer. Current figures indicate
that Federal, State, and local governmental agencies employ approxi-
mately 2,440 people. The current annual combined govermnment payroll
amounts to slightly over $21 million, second to mining's annual
payroll. Education has the largest single payroll, followed by the
State Government, Federal Government, and local agencies,

Agriculture

The amount of land used for agricultural production, vield per acre,
quantity of crops growm, and value of agricultural products have shown
a steady increase. During the last decade the total annual value of
agricultural products has increased from approximately 310 million to
520 million. As elsewhere, the number of farms and ranches has been
decreasing, while the average size has been increasing.

The chief agricultursl products include livestock {sheep and cattle)
and hay. Some dairy products and vegetables are produced for local
consumption.

Tourism
Fremont County's wilderness areas, high mountain forests and lakes,
abundant fish and wildlife, scenic beauty, and location on one of

the principal access routes to Yellowstone and Grand Teton National
Parks make it a popular tourist areas.
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Figure II-10
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Tourism is of growing importance. Statistics from the Wyoming Travel
Commission and Wyoming State Highway Department portray gradual in-
creases each year in tourism. The Wyoming Highway Department’s traffic
records reveal that average daily traffic on the principal arteries
within the county fluctuates greatly with the seasons. U.S, 287/
Wyoning 789 in the Lander area experiences an increase of 120 percent
in its average daily traffic load between the slowest months of
January, February, and March and the busiest months of June, July, and
August. U.S. 26/287 in the Dubois area experiences an increase in
traffic of 360 percent between the same time periods that can be
linked to the popularity of Grand Teton and Yellowstone National
Parks.

The amount of money apent by tourists and visitors is included in
figures portrayed for retail trade and selected services. Annual
tourism expenditures are difficult to quantify but are estimated by
the Wyoming Department of Revenue and Taxation to be approximately
$10 million.

Retail Trade

Retail trade has exhibited the largest recent growth in employment
of any industry. There has also been a steady increase in volume
of sales, payroll, and number of establishments. Current retail
trade payrolls are nearly $10 million. Figures recently published
by the Wyoming Department of Revenue and Taxation indicate that the
1975 combined wholesale and retail sales in Fremont County amounted
to $144 million.

TRANSPORTATION

U. 8. Highway 287 passes through Fremont County and leads to Yellowstone
and Grand Teton National Parks. Interstate 80, a major east-west route
parallels the southern border of Wyoming and passes within 50 miles of
the Fremont County line. The county is also served by Federal highways
20 and 26. State highways include 28, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, and

789, as shown in figure II-11.

Road access into and through the Wind River Mountains is limited.
Most roads run north and south and skirt the range rather than cut
directly east or west across it. The rest of the county is served
by a network of county, Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service,
and private roads. Most are either unpaved all-weather or unimproved
dirt roads.

Regularly scheduled airline service is available only at Riverton.
These flights connect with other Wyoming cities and with two major
regional transportation hubs, Denver and Salt Lake City. Small
Planes can land at airports or landing astrips in Lander, Dubois,
Jeffrey City, South Pass City, and Shoshoni.
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There ig regular passenger bus service to Jeffrey City, Lander,
Hudson, Riverton, and Shoshoni. Rail freight service is provided to
Riverton by the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation Company,

as shown in figure II-1l.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND USE

Land Ownership

Most of the land is publicly owmed, with the Forest Service and the
Bureau of Land Management controlling more than 50 percent of the
acreage. Approximately 27.6 percent of the county is owned by the
Wind River Indian Reservation and 13.6 percent is under other private
ownership, A breakdown of land ownership is given in table II-4

and figure II-]12.

TABLE II-4

LAND OWNERSHIP
Fremont County, Wyoming

Percent
Ovnership Acres Square km of Total
Wind River Indian
Reservation 1,640,020 6,637 27.6
Other Private 808,782 3,273 13.6
State, County, and
Local Goveranments 260,565 1,054 4.4
Bureau of Land
Management 2,116,143 8,564 35.7
Forest Service 853,830 3,455 14.4
Bureau of Reclamation 165,245 669 2.8
Other Agencies 40,913 166 0.7
Major Water Surface 44,740 181 0.8
TOTAL 5,930,238 23,999 100.0
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Land Use

Most of the land in Fremont County is undeveloped, with hundreds

of square miles remaining in a natural state or used only for live-
stock grazing, as shown in table II-5. The outward physical signs

of agriculture are very limited since only a small percent of the
land is actually irrigated. The most intensive agricultural activity

is in the heart of the county near Riverton and Lander and in the
Wind River Basin.

TABLE II-5
LAND USE
Fremont County, Wyoming
Percent

Use Acres Square km of Total
Noncrop Land 3,151,002 12,752 53
Urban 44,620 181 1
Small water areas 18,810 76 *
Other water areas 44,740 181 1
Crop Land

Irrigated 208,466 844 4

Nonirrigated 5,616 23 *
Pasture 7,435 30 *
Range 2,209,237 8,940 37
Forest

Commexrcial 113,220 458 2

Noncommercial 120,385 487 2
Mining 1,500 6 *
Other 5,207 21 .

TOTAL 5,930,238 23,999 100

*Substantially less than 1 percent of the total area.

Population concentrations and the greatest amount of urban land use
are near Riverton and Lander and in the Wind River Basin. Of the
total land area, only 0.74 percent 18 devoted to urban uses such as
residential, commercial, public, and industrial, while .03 percent
is used for mining.

About 4 percent of the land is forested, mostly along the county's
western border or in the extreme northwestern corner.
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RECREATION

The Forest Service administers two national forests, Bridger-Teton
and Shoshone, within which are 13 developed recreational areas. The
Foreat Service also administers Washakie, Fitzpatrick, Teton, and
Bridger Wilderness Areas and Glacler and Popo Agie Primitive Areas.
The Bureau of Land Management administers six developed recreation
areas,

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department maintains one undeveloped and
four developed recreation areas in Fremont County. In addition to
Boysen and Sinks Canyon State Parks, the Wyoming Recreation Commission
administers a developed recreation area at the South Pass Historic
Preserve. In addition to numerous private facilities, there are
several developed recreation areas administered by municipalities.

A summary of recreation areas by ownership and activities, derived
from An Outdoor Recreation Plan for Wyoming, 1975, appears in table
II-6. Locations are shown in figure II-13.

Recreation activities include boating and canoeing, camping, driving
for pleasure, fishing, hiking and backpacking, mountaineering, rock
collecting, golfing and tennis, horseback riding, hunting, picnicking,
swimming, ice skating, sledding, snowmobiling, and snowskiing.

Because of the heavy tourist traffic en route to Yellowstone and
Grand Teton National Parks and since the resident populatfon is

low (fewer than 30,000), the majority of the total participation in
recreational activities during the summer months is attributable to
nonresidents. Estimates and projections of recreation participation
are shown in table II-7. .

The many high-altitude mountain lakes and reservoirs and a multitude
of rivers and streams provide excellent cold water fishing. There

is also good warm water fishing at Boysen Reservely and Ocean Lake,
Species available to the angler are discussed in the fish and wildlife
section.

Hunting is good to excellent. In 1975 about 1,700 sportsmen hunted
antelope, 5,400 hunted deer, 6,400 hunted elk and bear, and 10 hunted
moose. Excellent sage grouse hunting is available in addition to
small game hunting for partridge and cottontall rabbit. Some water-
fowl and predators are also hunted.

Numerous trails used by off-road vehicles are located on BLM-
administered public land and Forest Service areas. These support
four-wheel-drive traffic, snowmobilles, and cross—country skiing.
Many trails suitable for hiking and horseback riding are also
avallable, especially within the two national forests and on BLM-
adwinistered public land.
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TABLE II-6

DEVELOPED RECREATION AREAS
Fremont County, Wyoming

Activities

Area

U. S. Forest Service

Boati

Sinks Canyon

Dickinson Creek

Fiddlers Lake Campground
Popo Agie

Louis Lake

Falls

Brooks Lake

Horse Creek

Pouble Cabin

Fiddlers Lake Picnic Ground
Louis Beach

Bruce

Wind River Lake

B Bd bl ba bd B4 bd B B4 Bd B4 Campin
B b BA B4 b b ba B4 M Bd B B Pienicki

Bureau of Land Management

Atlantic City

Big Aclantic Gulch

Cottonwood

Wild Horse Point

Castle Gardens
Archeological Site

Split Rock Historical Site

P opg M
T

P b

Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Ring Lake
Trail Lake
East Fork
East Side of Ocean Lake

PP M
a4 e b

Wyoming Recreation Commission

Boysen Reservoir X
South Pass Historic Preserve
Sinke Canyon State Park X

M

I1I-26

Swimmi

Bd b b B4 DG b4 D B4 DB MMM Fighi

P b

L



TABLE 1I-6 (continued)

DEVELOPED RECREATION AREAS
Fremont County, Wyoming

Activities

Area

Municipal

Canpin
Picnicking
Boati

Riverton City Campground X
Riverton Picnic Ground

Riverton Picnic Ground

Riverton Picnic Ground

Lander City Park X
Shoshoeni City Park X
Jeffrey City

PO PR M

Private

KOA Lander

KOA Riverton

Wind River Ranch Dubois

Taft Ranch Campsites

Stalnaker's Trailer Park
and Campground

Rudy's Camper Court

Circle-Up Camper Court

Rawhide KOA

Lava Creek Campground

Bill's Campground

Maverick Mobile Home Park

Lakeside Resort

River Campground

Riverside Trailer Park

Rocky Acres Campground

LR
PP BB MM

B b bd bl B B B PG B B
Ll
b
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TABLE II-7

ESTIMATED TOTAL RECREATION PARTICIPATION
Fremont County, Wyoming

Visitor Days' Projected

Percent

Activity 1970 1990 Increase
Boating and Canceing 69,019 105,447 53
Attending Athletic Events 43,345 99,611 130
Camping 181,836 271,781 49
Fishing 359,715 524,479 46
Golfing 37,068 141,972 283
Hiking 142,787 214,036 50
Softball and Baseball 42,665 75,262 76
Swimming 123,445 205,046 66

Sightseeing and Pleasure

Driving 181,997 340,652 87
Skiing 23,927 84,383 253
Picnicking 71,844 117,053 63
Rodeos 41,205 60,288 46
Hunting 70,418 95,853 36
Ice Skating 17,312 30,431 76
Water Skiing 23,588 34,913 48
Tennis 10,062 17,867 78
Sledding and Tobogganing 7,246 12,738 76
Snowmobiling 22,300 53,785 141

1A visitor day is defined as 12 visitor hours, which may be

aggregated continuously, intermittently, or simultaneously by one
Or more persons.
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M.

Rockhounding and gem—-mineral collecting are popular activities.
Jade, agates, and petrified wood are popular attractions in the
area west of Jeffrey City.

The county has long been a favorite hunting ground for artifact
collectors. The Antiquities Act, P. L. 209, dated June 8, 15906,

makes it illegal to remove artifacts from public lands; nevertheless,
many local collectors have amassed large collections from archeological
sites not far from the study area.

Although most picnicking and camping is done at developed sites,
gome of this activity takes place in association with river and
trail use as a dispersed type of recreational activity throughout
the county.

Major winter sports activities are skiing and snowmobiling. Mountain
areas support snowmobiling and cross-country skiing into late spring.
Most winter sport participants are local resldents.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Archeology

Many significant Indian occupancy sites are present throughout the
county. Amateurs have reported 425 sites to the office of the

Wyomlng State Archeologists, and many more probably exist. Pictographs,
petroglyphs, tipi rings, fire rings, arrowheads, and other artifacts
can be found at many sites.

The Wyoming State Archeclogist describes the sequence of prehistoric
archeoclogic events for the area in terms of five eras. Man seems to
have appeared in the region over 11,000 years ago to usher in the
first era, the Paleo-Indian Period. TFully developed Homc sapiens,
the men of this era possessed an advanced level of stome technology.

The Early Plains Archalc Period began 7,500 years ago and seems to
have been a long, warm, climatic episode of low rainfall. The Early
Period coincided with a cultural hiatus over much of the Plains.
During the Middle Plains Archaic Period, which began 5,000 years ago,
an increase in the use of the interior basins for crop growing accom-
panied a rapid increase in the population. The Late Plains Archaic
Pericd, beginning about 3,000 vears ago, was essentially the same as
the previous pericd except for a change in spear—point design. An
increase in archeological sites from this period is noted.

The Late Prehistoric Period began about 1,700 years ago and ended
about 300 vears ago with the Contact Period when European influence
began to be felt. During the Late Prehistoric Period, the bow and
arrow and pottery were introduced into the area.
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Castle Gardens Petroglyph Site, one of the best known archeological
sites in the area, is located in the eastern part of Fremont County.
Listed in the Natiomal Register of Historic Places, 1976, as shown

in appendix B, the site is waintained by the Bureau of Land Management.
The site has numercus drawings that extensively use circular shield
motifs and include several figures of water turtles. The use of
non-native turtles suggests a cult that spread west of the Missouri
and Mississippi Rivers, probably in the Late Prehistoric Period.

There are also many historic archeological sites that were established
since European contact. Many of these are one-time occupation sites
which are of increasing importance in analyzing the normal routines

of Indian culture.

History

John Colter, a member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the first
explorer of the Yellowstone River area, was the first white man
believed to have entered Fremont County. He probably first entered
during the winter of 1807-08 while trying to locate Indian tridbes who
might trade furs. Trappers later came into the areas until the War
of 1812 temporarily halted activity,

Wilson Price Hunt, early frontiersman, led his party on its way to
Astoria, Oregon, across present Fremont County in 1811. In 1812 the
returning Astorians, under Robert Stuart, first found a route that
was to become a part of the Oregon Trail, by traveling eastward
through South Pass, and dowm the Sweetwater and Platte Rivers.

In 1824 a party of General Ashley's men, led by Jedediah Smith and
including Bill Sublette, Jim Clyman, and Tom Fitzpatrick, rediscovered
South Pass, and the area became a center for fur trappers. Among the
trappers and hunters to later frequent the area were Jim Bridger,

Jack Robinscn, Kit Carson, the La Jennesse Brothers, and Papin and
Company.

In 1832 Captain Benjamin Bonneville led the first wagon train,
composed of 110 trappers, over South Pass. However, the importance
of this broad, easy, level route over the Continental Divide was not
fully realized until the Oregon country opened for settlement and
the rush for California gold brought a tide of immigrants across the
Oregon and Mormon Trails.

The county bears the name of the early~day pathfinder and explorer of
the West, Captain John C. Fremont. Fremont explored and mapped the
Wind River Basin for the U. S, Government in the middle yvears of the
century, and crossed South Pass in 1842.
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When gold was discovered in California, an expedition was detailed

in 1857 to build a road north of South Pass from the Burnt Ranch on
the Sweetwater River to Fort Hall. Colonel F. W. Lander was in charge
of the expedition. Later a sattlement called "Push Root" was renamed
after Lander.

Ten years later, South Pass's own gold rush started. Gold had been
reported in the area as early as 1842, but hostile Indians hampered
earlier prospectors. During the winter of 1866-67 a party of eight
prospectors established a camp on Willow Creek. By spring they had
supposedly recovered some $15,000 worth of gold, News of their
success brought thousands to South Pass. The following year South
Pass City boasted a population of 4,000, and in 1870 as much as
$5,000,000 in gold may have been taken from this district.

During its heyday, South Pass City also gained fame as the home of
Esther Hobart Morris, who promoted the cause of equal rights for
women. Mra. Morris was instrumental in making Wyoming Territory

the first government in the Nation to grant women equal suffrage

in 1869, In 1870 Mrs. Morris became the first female Justice of the
Peace in the country.

In 1868 the Shoshone Indians were given land for a reservation by
the Treaty of Fort Bridger. Sacajawea, a member of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, was a Shoshone Indian from the area and is said
to have been buried on the Wind River Reservation.

Chief Washakie, who befriended the white man in the area and whose
strong leadership accounted for a distinguished relationship
between his people and the United States, lived on the reservation
until his death in 1900.

When the govermment built forts and camps to protect the Shoshones
from raids by the Sioux, Arapahc, and Cheyenne Tribes and when a
treaty reduced the size of the Indian reservation, homesteaders
flocked to the area.

Fort Washakie was 80 designated December 30, 1878, having been founded
as Camp Brown in January 1871. It is now headquarters of the Wind
River Reservation, the home of the Shoshone and Arapaho Tribes.

On March 5, 1884, Fremont County was created, and Lander was made
the county seat. Stemming from the original Carter County, the name
of which was later changed to Sweetwater, Fremont County was cut
from the northern part of the old Sweetwater County. During the
same year, the first productive oil well west of the Mississippi was
drilled near Lander.
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Riverton, the county's largest city, was not founded until 1906,

when land adjacent to the townsite opened for homesteading under

a private irrigation project. Also in 1906 the coal industry around
Hudson began booming with the completion of the Chicago and Northwestern
Railroad.

Until the Taylor Grazing Act was passed in 1934, the area north of
Beaver Rim was primarily used by sheep operators, and the area south
of the rim to the Red Desert was used by cattle operators. Since

then there has been a gradual shift to cattle as the primary livestock.

In 1953 uranium was discovered near Jeffrey City in the eastern part
of the county and mining operations began. In the late fifties, iron
was discovered near Atlantic City; mining began in 1962.

The seven sites listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
1976, and the three sites that have been nominated for enrollment
are shown in appendix B.
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CHAPTER III

RIVER SETTING

INTRODUCTION

The river setting focuses on the river corridor. This is generally

within one-quarter mile of either side of the Sweetwater River or to
the line of sight from the river, whichever is the least. However,

for accuracy of data, it was necessary to discuss categories such as
geology and water resources on a broader scope.

RIVERSCAPE AND LANDFORM

South and east of the Wind River Mountains, the Sweetwater River has
cut through a spur of the mountains into the high plains desert to
create a winding canyon known as "Sweetwater Canyon." The section
of the Sweetwater River through this canyon is the 9.5-mile-long
(15.3-km-long) river segment which 1s the subject of this study.

The study area begins at Wilson Bar, Sec. 16, T.28N., R.98W.,
elevation 7,150 feet (2,177 m). Wilson Bar is about 15 road miles
(24 km) southeast of Atlantic City. Six tributaries -- Granite,
Strawberry, Mormon, Willow, Chimney, and Spring Creeks, shown in
figure III-1 -- empty into the Sweetwater within the study area
boundaries. The elevation of the downstream boundary of the study
area, Spring Creek, Sec. 34, T.29N., R.97W., is 6,720 feet (2,048 m).
Qver the 9.5-mile (15.3~km) length, the river drops 430 feet (131 m)
or an average of about 45 feet per mile (9 m per km).

The average width of the river is 35-40 feet (11-12 m). It is narrower

within the deepest part of the canyon and slightly wider at both the
upper and lower ends.

With the exception of a dilapidated mine entrance just inside the
study boundary near Wilson Bar and a four-wheel-drive rcad at
Strawberry Creek, there are no structures or other evidences of
man’s presence. The locations of both are shown in figure III-1.

The narrow floor of the canyon provides little in the way of a
flood plain, However, there is a very small alluvial valley at
Wilson Bar and a wider one near the lower end of the canyon at
Chimney and Spring Creeks.

The Sweetwater first flows through an alluvial valley with low banks
covered by riparian vegetation or sagebrush and grass. It then
enters a canyon dotted with a mixture of aspen and conifers. Toward
the downstream end the valley broadens again, and the river begins
to meander once more.



Access within the canyon is limited and there are only a few roads
along the rim. The river study area contains about 2 miles (3.2 km)
of primitive roads. One runs north and south and fords at Strawberry
Creek, as shown in figure III~1. Another parallels a portion of
Chimney and Spring Creeks and the Sweetwater for about a mile

(1.6 km) in the downstream end.

Access to the river area is generally available during the sumer
months from either side of the canyon by way of unimproved dirt

roads, many of which cross private land. Due to muddiness, steepness,
roughness, or light anow cover, four-wheel-drive vehicles are recom—
mended and often required. During most of the winter, the area 1is
inaccessible because of drifting snow.

The dirt roads connect to the Bureau of Land Management Atlantfc

City ~ Hudson Road about 3.5 miles (5.6 ki) north of the canyon, as
shown in figure III-1, The Atlantic City - Hudson Road connects with
State Highway 28 in the South Pass City area and with U. $. Highway
287 on Beaver Rim. These two paved highways constitute the major
transportation routes in this part of Fremont County. The canyon
lies about 47 road miles (76 km) south-southeast of Lander by way of
either of these two highways.

GEOLOGY AND MINERALS

Geologz

The Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study area is located along

the southeastern flank of the Wind River Range, & large northwest
trending, highly dissected anticlinal uplift some 120 miles (193 km)
long and 30-50 miles (48-80 km) wide. It is the largest discrete
mountainous mass in Wyoming. Like most of the other mountain ranges
in the State, the Wind River Range was uplifted during the Laramide
Revolution, apparently as the result of movement along a west-flank
thrust fault which tilted the entire mountain block to the east.
Subsequent glaclal erosion modified the mountain range to 1its present
rugged profile.

The geology of the Wind River Range in the general wvicinity of the
Sweetwater Canyon is somewhat complex. In general, this area is
depicted as an island of Precambrian metasedimentary and metavolcanic
rock some 3+ billion years old, surrounded by younger granitic rocks
and intruded by a number of dikes and sills, largely mafic in
composition.

The Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study area centers around a
scenic canyon up to 500 feet (152 m) deep. Some 95 percent of the
area 1s covered by a thick sequence of Precambrian rocks, with the
remainder covered by a thin deposit of Tertiary pediment gravels
and Quaterpary alluvium.

I1I-2



\
¥

. Chimney~

Figure 111-1

SWEETWATER WILD AND SCENIC
RIVER STUDY AREA

Land Ownership

.-47n— Stream

——im—.e Intermittent Stream

s @y Water Body

+= —~=Unimproved Road 4
— Study Corridor

[ 5.v Advinistered Public Lands

- Wyoming State Land
I Private Land
m Oregon Trail Withdrawal

® Mine Claim — N —
A Mine Adit psc | JuLy 79

1000 00 300! 4000 5000 6000 7000 feet

= e e e
200 0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1B00 2000 meters




The Precambrian rocks fall into two categories——-metamorphic and
granitic. The granites are confined mainly to the area from
Strawberry Creek to just west of Chimney Creek and are essentially
unaltered pink and grey variety, with very few igneous intrusions.
The only significant intrusion is a white pegmatite that occurs near
the eastern bank of Strawberry Creek. The metamorphic rocks, found
from Strawberry Creek to the end of the canyon, are predominantly
schiste and micro-crystalline hornfels, intruded by a mummber of dikes,
predominantly mafic in composition. They are highly deformed and
sheared and appear to follow a strong north-northwest trending shear
zone.,

There appears to have been a period of deformation that occurred
during the Laramide Revolution when the Wind River Range was being
formed., As a result of this tectonic activity, all the rocks are
highly fractured and steeply dipping (ranging from 45° to vertical)
in a northeasterly direction. The tilting of the rocks was probably
a contributing factor in the formation of Sweetwater Canyon; it
tended to confine the lateral erosion of the Sweetwater River and
directed the cutting action downward, since rocks are more easily
eroded parallel to zones of weakness than across.

The Quaternary alluvium is confined almost exclusively to the Sweetwater
River and three major tributaries——Strawberry, Granite, and Willow
Creeks. The alluvial material consists largely of medium-grained

gravel and medium— to fine-grained sand, up to about 10 feet (3 m) in
thicknesa, It is composed of a fairly diverae assemblage of rocks and
minerals; 1.e., granite and metamorphic rock chips, quartz, garnets,
zircon, magnetite, hematite, and scheelite. The Tertiary pediment
gravels are thin residual deposits, derived from the older Precambrian
rocks, with no indication of mineralizationm.

Minerals

Based on field examinations, research on the geology and mining
history, and laboratory results of mineral amalysis, the wild and
scenic river study area appears to have little potential for the
discovery of commercial mineral deposits. Exploration in the
immediate vicinity has been conducted for jade, uranium, and tungsten.
Tungsten, in the form of very low grade sheelite (CaW04) 1s found in
the canyon and in the surrounding area. Ironm is present throughout
the general vicinity, but no concentrations of ore grade iron were
found. Neither uranium ore bodies nor any significant uranium
mineralization has been found in the general vicinity of the canyon.

There is no record of any mineral production either from placer or

lode operation. A gold dredging operation once took place at Wilson
Bar, upstream from the study area, but closed down in 1943.
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The majority of the mining ¢laims in the area are considered to

have been abandoned since most of them were not worked and assessment
work was usually never filed., The Mary Aon claims (uranium, jade,
and tungsten) which are located near Strawberry and Granite Creeks
and the Lone Pine claims located near Wilson Bar are the only
exceptions.

Limited access, combined with a small area of occurrence and little
demand, serves to make sand and gravel extraction within the canyon
economically impractical. In addition, the presence of gas or oil

is unlikely because the sedimentary rock formation in which petroleum
deposits are usually found do not occur in the vicinity.

S0ILS

The following description of the seil resources and their behavior

is based on limited on-site information and from the Soil Conservation
Service's report on Wyoming soils. Most of the land is publicly owned
and has not been surveyed by the Soil Conservation Service.

The soils adjacent to the Sweetwater Canyon are of soil association 3,
as shown in figure II-4, Topography is rolling to steep; soils are
developing in residuum and transported materials from igneous bedrocks.
This asgociation consists mainly of the shallow Lithiec Cryoborolls and
the very deep Typic Cryoborolls, both of which have grass-shrub cover
and rock outcrops.

The Lithic Cryoborolls are represented by the series Irigul, a
channery loam. The Irigul series composes 40 percent of the associa-
tion, has an igneous parent material, and is generally 10 to 20 inches
(25 to 51 cm) in depth. The Typic Cryoborolls are represented by the
Handran series, a channery loam, and the Leavitt series, a lcam. The
Handran series composes 30 percent of the association, and the Leavitt
composes 10 percent. Both have an alluvium parent material and are
approximately 60 inches (152 cm) in depth. The remaining 10 percent
of the association is rock outcrop.

Generally, this soil association is moderately permeable and has

only a slight wind erosion hazard. However, the water erosion hazard
can range from slight to severe., This association, therefore, has
severe limitations on all agricultural use and moderate to severe
limitations on other types of development. The vegetation on this
soil association is predominantly grass—shrub with scattered areas

of forest. Grazing and wildlife habitat are the principal uses.

The soils within Sweetwater Canyon itself are developing in residuum
and are quite shallow, averaging approximately 6 inches (15 cm) in
depth. The soil is coarse~textured and moderately permeable, with
a severe water erosion hazard that limits development of any kind.
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The coarse sand and gravel of the narrow sandbars, alluvial fans,
and colluvial deposits are present primarily on the canyon floor and
along some of the larger tributaries. The steep slope of the
numerous small drainages which feed the Sweetwater seems to have
prevented the accumulation of this material.

VEGETATION

The vegetation is typical of the high plains desert and mountain
foothills of central and southern Wyoming, consisting mostly of
native grasses and shrubs with small pockets of trees on the canyon
slopes, down the small drainages, and along the riverbank.

The study area has three major vegetation types. The first is the
gagebrush-grass association, located primarily along the top of the
canyon rim and on the south-facing canyon slopes. Representative
species include big sagebrush, black sagebrush, rabbitbrush, bitter-
brush, wheatgrass, blue grama, and bluegrass. The second type is
the mixed conifer association which includes such species as the
limber pine, lodgepole pine, and aspen. There are pockets of mixed
conifers in the deepest part of the canyon and on the canyon slopes
having a northern exposure. The third type is the alluvial or

river bottom assoclation which roughly parallelis the river. In this
zone are such water-loving species as the willow, birch, and cottonwood.

Wildflowers such as phlox, lupine, dandelions, shooting stars, and
Indian paintbrush brighten the canyon with color during the spring,
summer, and fall.

There are no threatened or endangered plant species known to exist

in the canyon. However, four species listed in appendix C, tahle C=2
may exist in the corridor and are proposed or under consideration for
possible threatened or endangered species status.

Major trees, shrubs, grasses, forbs, and wildflowers in the canyon
are listed in appendix C.

FISH AND WILDLIFE

A variety of fish and wildlife is supported by the Sweetwater River
as it winds through Sweetwater Canyon. Much of the habitat is
unaffected by human development; low visitation further enhances
its value for wildlife.

The Bureau of Land Management manages wildlife habitat on publie
lands, and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department is responsible

for the management of wildlife populations and enforcement of State
hunting laws.
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Fish

The trout fishery in the Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar to Spring
Creek consists of natural reproducing brown and rainbow trout. Other
species of fish present in this section of stream include the white
sucker, longnose sucker, mountain sucker, longnose dace, and lake
chub,

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department surveyed three sections of the
stream segment in 1973, The trout population was considered good
and was estimated at approximately 333 trout per mile (207 trout

per km) of stream. Trout species composition consisted of 68 percent
brown trout and 32 percent rainbow trout.

The study segment was stocked with advanced fingerling rainbow trout
in 1971 and advanced fingerling brown trout in 1972. This is the only
recorded stocking and was made as a supplement to the existing natural
trout fishery.

A stream habitat survey conducted in August 1975 by the Bureau of
Land Management staff biologists rated the river, based on the pool-
riffle relationship and the quality and quantity of pools. A good
rating was recorded for 8.8 miles (14 km) of stream, and a fair
rating was recorded on the remaining 0.7 miles (1 km) on the upper
portion of the river near Wilson Bar.

The river was also evaluated for stability, which is the resistance
of the channel and banks to erosion and deterioration. Stability
ratings ranged from 56 (good) to 85 (fair). Wilson Bar downstream
to Strawberry Creek received a stability rating of 78 (fair). The
middle part of the canyon, Strawberry Creek downstream to Willow
Creek, had an average stability rating of 68 (good). The segment
from Willow Creek to the mouth of the canyon received a rating of
84 (fair).

According to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, a lack of nutrieants
18 a factor limiting the trout population in the Sweetwater River.

There are no threatened or endangered fish species known to exist
in the Sweetwater River drainage.

Wildlife

Approximately 30-50 antelope inhabit the rim country on either side

of the Sweetwater Canyon. Wet meadows in and adjacent to the canyon
provide forage during the spring, summer, and fall; the herds winter
on the desert south of the canyon.

IiI-8



Sweetwater Canyon
opens onto the
surrounding

high plains
desert.

Moose can often be
found in the canyon.

The Sweetwater
River in the
vicinity of
Strawberry Creek




Forty to sixty mule deer use the canyon as year-long range. Summer
habitat is provided by the wet meadows in and adjacent to the canyon.
Browse vegetative species such as black sage, silver sage, and
squawberry are present on the south and west facing slopes and provide
deer with important winter forage.

As many as a dozen moose also winter in the canyon, feeding primarily
on the willows along the river. Some of these moose can be found in
the canyon throughout the year. The density and productivity of
these willow stands are the two major factors limiting the size of
the Sweetwater moose herd. Elk may occaslonally use the canyon
during the winter months but usually remain at higher elevations.

The lands also furnish limited habitat for sage grouse, a widely
hunted small game species. Mallards, pintails, green-winged teals,
and the common merganser nest in the canyon and use it on their
migratory flights south over the central flyway. However, the ducks
cannot winter in the canyon because the river usually freezes over.

Habitat for golden eagles, prairie falcons, and hawks exists in the
canyon. One prairie falcon nesting site has been identified. 1In
addition, the upland plover, poorwills, belted kingfisher, red
shafted flicker, hormed lark, and violet green swallow are among
the many species that have been sighted.

Numerous other mammals, reptiles, and amphibians live in the canyon.
A list of species known or thought to exist in the area is given in
appendix C.

The endangered American peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum),
bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and black-footed ferret
{(Mustela nigripes) may be occasional visitors to the canyon area,
although there have been no documented sightings of these species.

WATER

Surface Water

The pattern of flow of the Sweetwater River is erratic, showing a
high spring discharge due to snowmelt, moderate summer flows, and
low winter discharges. Daily flows vary considerably because of
weather variations which affect the snowmelt. Thunderstorms will
occasionally cause flash floods that have high peak discharges but
produce little to affect the total annual runoff of about 91,000
acre feet (112 million mY).

The location of stream gaging and water quality stations within the
Sweetwater drainage during 1977 ig shown in figure III-2. Year-
round, long-term readings are available from the station near
Alcova for the water years 1914 to 1924 and 1939 to 1973, Average
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monthly and annual discharge patterns at this gage are shown in
figures ITI-3 and III-4. During this period, over 70 percent of
the average annual streamflow, 126 cubic feet per second (ft3/s)
(3.6 cubic meters per second - m*/s), measured at the Alcova gaging
station occurred during April, May, and June.

Groundwater

Groundwater is a potentially significant resource and contributes
substantially to the flow of the Sweetwater. The groundwater is
ugsed for domestic, stock, industrial, and municipal water supplies.
Most of the water is of high quality, and according to the U, S.
Geological Survey has a concentration of less than 350 parts per
wmiilion of total dissolved solids in water found to a depth of

200 feet (61 m). Figure III-S shows the geologic formations and
their groundwater potential for the Sweetwater drainage.

Water Quality

The water quality standards adopted by the State of Wyoming in July
1974 are currently being revised. However, the present standards
are summarized in table III-1 and classify waters as I, II, or III.

Class I waters are those which support game fish or have the hydrologic
and natural water quality potential to support game fish, Class II
waters support nongame fish or have the hydrologic and natural water
quality potential to support nongame fish. Class III waters do not
have the hydrelogic or natural water quality potential to support

fish,

Water quality of the Sweetwater has been evaluated by the Wyoming
Department of Environmental Quality against State standards and has
been found to meet the criteria of Class I waters. In fact, snow-
fields in the headwaters of the river yleld waters so clear and
pure it is said to have caused travelers on the Oregon Trail to
name the river “Sweetwater."

Water Rights

Water rights in Wyoming are based upon the doctrine of prior
appropriation. Under this system, water rights are acquired by

making appropriations to apply water to beneficial uses and are
awarded priorities according to appropriation dates. Water rights
with earlier appropriation dates have prior rights and are "“senior"

to water rights with later appropriation dates. When the water

supply is limited, senior water rights are satisfied first on a
priority basis. Beneficial uses include domestic, agricultural,
industrial, wildlife, and impoundment of water for recreation purposes.
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Figure 1II-3
AVERAGE MONTHLY FLOW!
SWEETWATER RIVER NEAR ALCOVA, WYOMING
Water Years 1914-1924 and 1939-1973
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Figure III-5

SWEETWATER DRAINAGE
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Table III-1
WYOMING WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

CLASS STANDARDS

Criteria I II ITI
Undissolved Solids, Taste, Free from Free from Free from
Odor, Color, & Toxic
Materials
0il and Grease 10 mg/l max. or cause film, discoloration, Same as 1 Same as I
or deposits
Radioactive Materials Maximum of 3 pCi/1 of Ra 226, 10 pCi/l of Same as I Same as I
SR 90, or Drinking Water Standards
Fecal Coliform Bacteria In lakes at altitude less than 7000' (2134 m)
and some streams, geometric mean of
<200/100 ml from 5 samples in 30-day period Same as I Same as 1
In other obides of water, geometric mean of
<1,000/100 ml from 5 samples in 30-day
period
Turbidity No increase of more than 10 J.T.U. Same as 1 Same as 1
Dissolved Oxygen Minimum of 6 mg/l Minimum of *
S mg/l
pH 6.5 - 8.5 Same as I Same as I
Temperature Normal Max. 68°F (20°C): Max. change 2°F (1°0)
Normal Max. >68°F (20°C): Max. change:
Cold Streams, 2°F
(19C) ~ Total not 1| Same as I *
>78°F (26°C)
Warm Streams, 4°F
(22C) - Total not
>90°F gaz"c)
Lakes, 2°F (10°C)
Total Gas Pressure Max. of 110% of atmospheric pressure Same as I Same as I

*No standards established.




Data obtained from the Wyoming State Engineer's Office indicate that
there are over 220 ft®/s (6 m’/8) of total annual appropriations for
nearly 100 decreed water rights on the main stem of the Sweetwater,

as shown in appendix D. Most of these are for stock, domestic, and
industrial use. There are 12 upstream water rights which appropriate
about 20 ft’/s (0.6 m®/s). However, there are no water rights to

allow diversions within the 9.5-mile-long (15.3-km-long)} study corridor.

The Sweetwater River is ocne of the North Platte River tributaries
affected by the mandate of the U. S. Supreme Court's 1945 North
Platte River Decree. The decree limits irrigation in Wyoming on
the main stem of the North Platte River above Guernsey Reservoir
and the North Platte tributaries above Pathfinder Dam to 168,000
acres (680 km?) of land, exclusive of the Kendrick Project. Exclusive
of Seminoe Reservoir, not more than 18,000 acre-feet (22 million m?)
of irrigation water may be stored in Wyoming on the North Platte
River and its tributaries above Pathfinder Reservoir in any water
year, The decree severely limits the possibility of any irrigation
water storage projects on the Sweetwater, since about 157,000 acres
(635 km?) are being irrigated within the decree area and a storage
capacity in excess of 18,000 acre-feet (22 million m®) has been
constructed.

Water Resource Development

Becauge of the North Platte River Decree, no storage sites for
improved irrigation water supplies in the Sweetwater drainage have
been investigated. However, several proposed plans of Green River
water development could divert water into the Sweetwater basin.

Under one plan, water would be diverted from the proposed Kendall
Reserveir and pumped over the Continental Divide at South Pass. In
ancther plan, water would be diverted from the proposed Sanders

Ranch Reservoir intc the Sweetwater drainage. In each plan the water
would be conveyed by a combination ¢f a canal and the channel within
Sweetwater Canyon to the proposed McIntosh Reservoir on the lower
Sweetwater River, as shown in figure III-6. Releases from McIntosh
Reservoir would flow in natural river channels to Pathfinder Reservoir
on the North Platte River.

The amount of water ultimately made available to Wyoming under the
Colorado River and Upper Colorade River compacts and the projects
actually constructed in the Green River basin would determine the
amount of water available for possible diversion into the North

Platte River basin. According to the Wyoming State Engineer's

report of September 1971, Water and Related Land Resources of the
Platte River Basin, at least 93,000 acre-feet (115 million m°) of

water would probably be available for diversion to the North Platte
River basin from the Green River. The report also states that under
current conditions the costs of the transbasin diversion are considered
too high to warrant utilizing this water strictly for irrigation purposes,
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Therefore, any irrigation water costs must be subsidized with mining
or industrial use of the imported water, should such importation
occur, However, there are no investigations of water diversions
currently being conducted, and the State of Wyoming has requested
that only diversions below the towm of Green River be considered.

RECREATION AMD AESTHETICS
Recreation

Although there are no developed sites, a limited amount of camping
and picnicking takes place within the study corridor via four-wheel-
drive roads. Use is concentrated at each end of the canyon and at
Strawberry Creek. Hiking and backpacking are possible throughout
the canyon, but use is low. Bureau of Land Management has no plans
for development of campgrounds, picnic grounds, trails, or interpre-
tive centers in the area.

The Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar to Spring Creek offers the
angler a hipgh—-quality fishing experience. Fishing for rainbow and
brown trout is of sufficient quality for the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department to rate the study segment as an above-average fishery.
However, due to the inaccessibility of the area and an abundance of
good fisheries elsewhere in the region, total use is quite low.

Because of low flows, steep gradients, the presence of many large
boulders in the channel, and the relative inaccessibility of the
river, float trips are rarely undertaken. During the spring when
discharges are extremely high, the river could possibly be floated
by experts, but the "flood" conditions make any attempts very
dangerous.

According to visitor counts and traffic counter readings, the area
receives its heaviest use during the fall hunting seasons and during
summer weekends, The Bureau of Land Management estimates use at
1,500 visitor days in the canyon during 1977,

Mule deer are hunted within the canyon, and the principal small
game species is the cottontail rabbit. Sage grouse are also hunted
but are not as plentiful as in other parts of the county.

Organized, noncommercial groups occasionally use the canyen in
conjunction with wagon train treks along the historic transportation
corridor in the lower end of the area.

The National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) in Lander conducts
outdoor education courses in the canyon. In 1975 their use totaled
280 visitor days; in 1976, 694 visitor days; and in 1977 their use
is expected to total about 680 visitor days. The canyon receives

a small amount of additional commercial use by a flyfishing outfitter,
which should total about 40 visitor days in 1977.
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Assthetics

The basic appeal of the canyon is the feeling of uncluttered open
space, isolation, and peacefulness, The canyon can be better
appreciated when compared to its surroundings, the western semi-

arid high plains. A contrast in color and texture with the surrcunding
desert environment is provided, imparting bright green and blue hues

to the landscape in summer, and blue, gold, and brown in the fall.
Steep rock walls also contrast with the nearby smooth rolling hills.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND USE

Land Ownership

As shown in table 1II-2 and figure I1I-1, approximately 91 percent
of the acreage 1s federally owned, 6 percent is privately owned,

and 3 percent is State owned. The entire 2,176 acres (8.8 km?) of
Federal land are administered by the Bureau of Land Management.

The one private land holding lies on Spring and Chimney Creeks;

the 64 acres (0.3 km?) of State land at Wilson Bar is school land
which has been leased for livestock grazing. Only about one—quarter
milte (0.4 km) of the river flows through private land; the remainder
flows through public land.

TABLE III-2

LAND OWNERSHIP
Sweetwater Study Area
Fremont County, Wyoming

BILM State Private TOTAL
Linear River Miles 9.2 0 0.3 9.5
(km) (14.8) (0.5) (15.3)
Acres 2,176.0 64.0 153.6 2,393.6
(km?) (8.8) (0.3) (0.6) 9.7
Percent of
Total Acreage 90.9 2.7 6.4 100.0

In addition to recreational and wildlife uses, the canyon is also
used for livestock grazing, especially in the Wilson Bar, Strawberry
Creek, and Chimney Creek areas where water and wet meadows are present.
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Although there are trees scattered throughout, it is unlikely they would
constitute a timber resource. It would be economically impractical to
remove the trees because of poor access, limited timber, low market
demand, and distance from the site to the nearest sawmill and market.

There are about 70-75 mining claims for jade, tungsten, and/or gold.
However, none are actively developed, and only about 10 are of recent
establishment.

A total of 60L.6 acres (2.4 km?) in two sections in the lower area, as
shown in figure ITI-1, has been withdrawn from mining by the Bureau of
Land Management to protect portions of the Oregon Trail,

Almost all of the lands within the study corridor are within an area

that has been identified as potential Wilderness (see Figure V-1). The
area, known as the Sweetwater Canyon Proposed Wilderness Study Area, will
be evaluated in 1979, If Wilderness designation is authorized, the

area will be guaranteed long-term protection of its resource values.

CULTURAL RESOQURCES

Archeology

In 1975 all terrain features in Sweetwater Canyon were sampled by a BLM
staff archeologist. The 13 sites identified, as shown in figure III~7,
were probably one-time occupation sites used feor a very short period.
Numerous sites probably existed along or near the river's edge, but
periodic water inundation has covered or destroyed all evidence of those
locations.

The Wyoming State Archeologist believes many more sites probably exist
and recommends a complete surface survey be done before any conclusions
are reached regarding the archeological wvalue of the area.

History

The first white men known to have visited the canyon were a party of 1l
fur trappers led by Jedediah Smith. They had been given directions by

the Crow Indians and were headed toward the Green River over South Pass to
trap for Ashley and Henry's Rocky Mountain Fur Company. Other well-known
members of the party included William Sublette, Tom Fitzpatrick, and James
Clyman., A winter storm prevented them from crossing Scuth Pass, so they
turned eastward and proceeded down the Sweetwater River. The party found
shelter in a grove of aspen in the canyon and stayed there for 2-3 weeks
durung February and March of 1824, The historic aspen grove is thought to
be located in T.29N., R.97W., Section 34, in the NE 1/4 of the SW 1/4, as
shown in figure III-7. A cache containing powder and lead was left, and
it was agreed to reassemble there by June 1. Returning after a successful
season of trapping, the men dug up the cache, built two "bull boats,” loaded
their furs, and floated down the Sweetwater.
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Indian trails cross the canyon, as shown in figure III-7, Travois
trails led to several fording places along the river, and it was
one of these ancient trails that led the fur trappers imto the
area to the aspen grove.

The historic transportation corridor which contains the Oregon,
Mormon, and California Trails, as well as the Pony Fxpress, Overland
Telegraph, and Cverland Stage routes, passes through the extreme
lower end of the study area, turns northwestward at Chimmey Creek,
then runs parallel to the canyon about a mile and a half to the
north, as shown in figure III-7. The corridor was used by thousands
of people during the westward expansion and gold rush days to
traverse the Sweetwater Valley and cross the Continental Divide

at South Pass.

In 1851 a stage line was established over the Oregon/Mormon/California
Trails to carry mail and passengers from St. Joseph, Missouri, teo

Salt Lake City, Utah. In later years the stage line was acquired by
Ben Holladay and became known as the Overland Stage. Indians
frequently seized the Overland stages, and in 1862 Holladay shifted
his stage line to the Overland Trail in southern Wyoming.

In 1860 the Pony Express began delivering mail from St. Joseph,
Migsouri, to Sacramento, California, using the California Trail route.
By October 1861 the Overland Telegraph was completed, following the
same trall from S5t. Joseph to Sacramento. This faster means of
communication ended the Pony Express. The telegraph line was moved
to the Overland Trail in 1865.

Exploration for gold in the general vicinity is said to have begun
in 1842 with the discovery of placer gold along Strawberry Creek.

There 1s no record of any gold ever having been placer-mined from
within the canyon itself, though there may have been some prospecting.

A little over a mile of railroad grade and tracks was constructed
just below Sweetwater Canyon, as shown in figure III-7. Most of the
evidence offered by several major railroads and in several editions
of Henry V. Poor's Manual of the Railroads of the United States
indicates that the grading was done by the Wyoming and Eastern
Railroad about 1889. As late as 1958 some remains of the grade,
track, and ties could still be found.
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The chimney at the lower end of The Oregon/Mormon/California Trail
the canyon, near Chimney Creek. and Pony Express route passed
through the study area.

The entrance to this abandoned mine is one of the few
signs of man’s presence within Sweetwater Canyon.



CHAPTER IV

ELIGIBILITY AND CLASSIFICATION

ELIGIBILITY

The 9.5-mile (15.3-km) segment of the Sweetwater River from Wilson
Bar downstream to Spring Creek was evaluated by the interdisciplinary
study team using the data presented in chapters II and ITI. Results
of the field survey were also important in evaluating the river.

This evaluation was in accordance with the requirements of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act and the general criteria contained in the

joint Department of the Interior/Department of Agriculture "Guidelines
for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River Areas . . ."
as shown in appendix A. These documents state that in order for a
river to be eligible it must possesas one or more outstandingly
remarkable values, it must be free flowing, it must meet certain
criteria for water quality and volume, and it must be of a length
sufficient to provide a meaningful experience.

Qutstanding Values

A river is eligible for inclusion in the system if it possesses

one or more outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic,
fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values.
Because neither the Act nor the Guidelines defime an "outstandingly
remarkable value," an accepted definition has developed through

the course of numercus river studies. Outstandingly remarkable
values are those which are of national importance or are unique

or rare when compared with similar areas. Each of the categories

is discussed below.

Scenic Values -~ The Bureau of Land Management conducted a survey of

the scenic qualities of the study segment by evaluating land form,
color, water, vegetationm, intrusions, and uniqueness. This survey
rated the Sweetwater River as having high, but not excellent,

scenic value. Based on field observations, the study team concurred
with this evaluation,

Recreational Values - The river provides the hunter, camper, fisher-

man, and hiker with a pleasant experience in a virtually untouched
area. However, the local availability of large tracts of public
land (Forest Service, BLM, and State) provides what many people
believe to be superior recreational experiences. Therefore, when
placed in a regiomal context, the recreational experience within
Sweetwater Canyon was not considered outstandingly remarkable.



Geologic Values - The geologic values of the river were found by a
BLM geologist to be of average quality. The Precambrian granite
and metamorphosed sediments are not unique or unusual formations.
The lack of extractable minerals rendered the mineral values of
the corridor extremely low.

Fish and Wildlife Values - The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission
has rated the fish qualities of the study segment as above average
but not of the highest quality. Wildlife values were rated as
excellent because of the presence of several big game species, in-
cluding moose, deer, and antelope. HNevertheless, these values were
not considered to be outstandingly remarkable when compared to
those of many areas within the region.

Historic Values - The historic values were determined to be out-
standingly remarkable for the following reasons. The transportation
corridor that contained the Oregon and Mormon trails, which have
been designated as a Natural Historic Trail and recommended for that
designation, respectively, pass through the extreme lower end of the
study corridor. Also, the California Trail, the Pony Express route,
and the Overland telegraph line passed through the corridor, fol-
lowing the same general path as the Oregon and Mormon Trails, The
Sweetwater Canyon alsc has a notable place in the history of
William H. Ashley's fur trappers, who helped open the West.

Archeologic Values - According to a 1975 BIM archeological survey,
the 13 sites identified were one-time occupation sites. The Wyoming
State Archeologist believes that there are probably more sites within
the canyon, and a comprehensive survey should be done. However,
these sites, although valuable, are not uncommon to the area,

Free Flowing

As defined in the Act, free flowing means" ., . . without impoundment,
diversion, straightening, rip-rapping, or other modification of the
waterway, However, low dams, diversions, works, or other minor
structures will not automatically preclude the river unit from

being included. . . ." This statement is interpreted as referring
only to impoundments located in that portion of the river under
study. There are no impoundments or diversions within the study
segment of the Sweetwater River, and therefore it is free flowing.

Water Quality

The Guidelines state that (1) "The river should be of high quality
water or susceptible for restoration to that condition," and (2)
that "Wild river areas can be included in the national system only
if they meet the minimum criteria for primary contact recreation
except as these criteria might be exceeded by natural background
conditions." As shown in table III-1, the Sweetwater meets the
minimum criteria for primary contact recreation,
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B.

Water Volume

The Guidelines state that "There should be sufficient volume of

water during normal years to permit, during the recreation season,
full enjoyment of water-related outdoor recreation activities
generally associated with comparable rivers.” Water volume in the
Sweetwater River is insufficient for float boating and varies between
monthly averages of about 31 cfs (0.9 m3/s) and 415 cfs (11.8 m®/s).
However, this flow is typical of similar western rivers and allows
the Sweetwater to support a good trout fishery.

Length

The Guidelines state that "The river or river unit must be long
enough to provide a meaningful experience. Generally, any unit
included in the system should be at least 25 miles (40 km) long.
However, a shorter river or segment that possesses outstanding
qualification may be included in the system." The portion of the
Sweetwater River under study is 9.5 miles (15.3 km) long, which is
only 38 percent of the recommended minimum length. Although the
river possesses excellent water quality and wildlife values, the only
outstandingly remarkable values found were historic qualities. These
values were determined to be of insufficient significance to be
considered the "outstanding qualifications™ necessary to warrant
waiver of the length criterion.

Table IV-1 summarizes how these characteristics were evaluated in
determining whether the Sweetwater River was eligible for inclusion
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

CLASSIFICATION

As can be seen in table IV-], length was the only criterion that
rendered the Sweetwater River study segment Ineligible for inclusion
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. However, the
adjacent 46-mile~long (74-km-long) portion of the Sweetwater River
upstream from Wilson Bar to the headwaters has been recommended for
study for possible inclusion in the system by the Administratiom.
Therefore, it was appropriate to determine which protective
clagssification (wild, scenic, or recreational) the river would

be suitable for should a contiguous segment be studied and found
eligible for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

The characteristics of the study segment were evaluated against
the specific criteria for each classification as presented in the
Act and Guidelines. In summary, these criteria are as follows:

Wild river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments, generally inaccesaible except by trail,
with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters
unpolluted. These represent vestiges of primitive America.
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Table IV-1

SUMMARY OF ELIGIBILITY
Sweetwater River
Fremont County, Wyoming

. Meets
Criteria Characteristics Criteria

Free-flowing nature affected by:

Impoundments No

Diversions No Yes

Road £fills No
Length:

At least 25 miles (40 km) long No No
Water quality suitable for:

Primary contact recreation Yes

Secondary contact recreation Yes Yes

Water aesthetics Yes

Fish and aquatic life propagation Yes
Outstandingly remarkable:

Scenic values No

Recreational values No

Geologic values No Yes

Fish and wildlife values No

Historic values Yes

Archeologic values No

ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL WILD
AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM: HNot eligible due to short length.
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C.

Scenic river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in
places by roads.

Recreational river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers
that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have
some development along their shorelines, and that may have
undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past.

The above criteria can be summarized as follows:

1. Water qualicty

2. Free-flowing characteristics
3. Accessibllicy

4, Shoreline development

As previously stated, the Sweetwater River has excellent water
quality and is free flowing through the entire study area. There-
fore, the key factors used to determine the classification level
were accesslbillity and the amount of shoreline development.

The study segment is generally inaccessible, with primitive 4~wheel~
drive roads at both ends and at one place in approximately the
center of the segment.

The shorelines are essentially primitive, being free of habitation
and other substantial evidence of intrusions with the exception of
an old mine entrance near Wilson Bar. The study segment, therefore,
meets the criteria for "wild" classification.

SUMMARY

The Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar to Spring Creek was determined to
be ineligible because its short length and limited outstandingly
remarkable values do not warrant making an exception to the 25-mile
(40 km) length criterion contained in the "Guidelines." However,

the river was found to be free flowing and have excellent water quality
and wildlife values.

In the event a contiguous portion of the river is found eligible and
recommended for designation to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers

System, this reach would probably qualify for addition to the recommended
area as a "wild" segment,

Should this portion of the Sweetwater be designated, the present land
uses of grazing and dispersed recreation would not be affected. In
addition, there are no other forseeable uses of the land or water that

would be enhanced, foreclosed, or curtailed by inclusion in the national
system.
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The Bureau of Land Management manages over 90 percent of the 2,394
acres (9.3 km?) within the study corridor and should continue as the
management agency if this river reach were included in the national
system,

A cooperative agreement could be executed with the State of Wyoming
to ensure that management of the 64 acres (0.3 km?) of State land
within the corridor is compatible with "wild" designation.

The cost of acquiring scenic easements on the remaining 153.6 acres
(0.6 km®) of private land would be approximately $50,000. The initial
administrative cost of preparing a management plan, printing a map

and brochure, and placing signs in the area would be about $500,

No additional administrative, operation, or maintenance costs would

be involved.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CONCLUSIONS

The 9.5-mile {15.3-km) segment of the Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar
downstream to Spring Creek was found ineligible for inclusion in the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System because of its failure to meet
the minimum length criterion of 25 miles (40 km). This criterion is
set forth in the U.S. Department of the Interior/U.S. Department of
Agriculture "Guidelines for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and Recreational
River Areas Proposed for Inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System Under Section 2, Public Law 90-542."

Although the river was found to be free flowing, have excellent wildlife
values and water quality, and possess outstandingly remarkable

historic values, a determination was made that in total these were of
insufficient quality and significance to constitute the "outstanding
qualifications” necessary for a river segment only 9.5 miles (15.3 km)
long to be eligible. This is primarily due to the fact that the his-
toric qualities are concentrated in one area at the extreme lower end

of the study corridor. In addition, the historic values are protected
by a BIM withdrawal.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the zbove conclusions, the Sweetwater River from Wilson Bar
dovmstream to Sprimng Creek is not recommended for designation as a
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

However, should a contiguous portion of the river be studied and found
eligible, this segment would qualify for inclusion as a "wild" river.
Assuming there is no degradation of resource values, it is recommended
for designation as such.

The existing values of Sweetwater Canyon are further recommended for
protection by designation and management as Wilderness, i.e., as an
authorized unit of the National Wilderness Preservation System. This
recommendation is based on the assumption the area qualifies for this
designation (the evaluation to determine this is to be completed in
1979). Wilderness designation would provide effective, long-term
preservation of the canyon's natural and historic values.

Should Sweetwater Canyon not qualify for Wilderuess and not be made
part of an extended wild and scenic river area, it should receive
some other form of special recognition, designation, and management



(such as an "Area of Critical Environmental Concern™l) that guar-
antees future protection of the area.

The management objectives of Wilderness designation would be in
accord with the purpose and intent of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act and would not preclude future wild and scenic river designatiom.
It is assumed that the same would be true for an "Area of Critical
Envirommental Concern" designation.

Lthis is a designation authorized by the Federal Land Management
Policy Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579), which would provide a means for pro-
tecting special areas of envirommental concern that do not fall under the
province of other federal preservation programs. Selection and management
criteria for this designation have not yet been developed.
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APPENDTX A

LIST OF DATA SOURCES

The Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation and the Bureau of Land Management were
responsible for the conduct of the Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River
Study and the preparation of the formal draft report.

However, the study could not have been completed without the cooperation
of many other State, Federal, and local agencies, and private individuals.
Many from these groups participated in meetings and field examinatioms,
provided coordination and guidance, and contributed information, tech-
nical data, and professional insight,.

A listing of most of these sourcee follows. The study team wishes to
express its gratitude for the help they provided and also extend an
apology for any names that were unintentionally omitted.

Federal Agencies

Bureau of Land Management

Bureau of Outdoer Recreation

Bureau of Reclamation

Fish and Wildlife Service

Geological Survey

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Soil Conservation Service

Wyoming State Agencies

Department of Environmental Quality
Game and Fish Department

Recreation Commission

State Archeologist's Office

State Archives and Historic Department
State Engineer's Office

State Historic Preservation Office
Travel Commission

Local Agencies

Fremont County Planning Department

Individuals

Paul Henderson

Public views were obtained through a series of news releases, public

presentations, and interviews. All comments received were considered
in the preparation of the report.
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APPENDIX B
HISTORIC SITES
Fremont County, Wyoming

The following sites are listed in The National Register of Historic
Places, 1976:

Castle Gardens Petroglyph Site

Located about 28 miles (45 km) south of Moneta om U. S. Highway 20/26,
this extensive prehistoric petroglyph site has numerous incised drawings,
including several figures of water turtles. The pertrayal of snapping
turtles not native to the area probably signifies a cult which spread
west from the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. The absence of elements
introduced by Europeans suggests an antiquity of several centuries.

Fort Washakie

Located on the Wind River Indian Reservation on U. 5. Highway 287, the
frame and stone buildings of the fort were originally established in
1869 as a camp to protect the Bannock and Shoshone Indian Reservations
from hostile tribes. The fort was moved to the present location in 1871
and served as supply base for expeditions to Yellowstone Park and Big
Horn Basin areas. The fort was originally named Camp Brown after
Captain Frederick S. Brown who was killed in the Fetterman Massacre.

The name was changed in 1878 to honor the respected Shoshone Chief
Washakie, who is buried in the post cemetery.

Shoghone—-Episcopal Mission

Located 3 miles (4.8 km) southwest of Fort Washakie on Mocecasin Lake
Road, this 1889, 2-story brick building and adjacent log church and
cabin (¢. 1900) was established on the Wind River Reservation by John
Roberts, with the encouragement of the Shoshone leader, Chief Washakie.

St. Michael's Mission

These stone mission buildings were built within Fort Washakie by

Rev. John Roberts, an Episcopal missionary. The mission was established
in 1878 to serve the Northern Arapaho who wintered at the nearby Wind
River.

South Pass

Located about 10 miles (16 km) southwest of South Pass City ou Wyoming
Highway 28, this low pass provided the easiest route through the Rocky
Mountains and was the place where the Oregon-Californias Trall crossed

the Continental Divide. The pass was discovered by Jedediah Smith in

1824 and was instrumental in opening the West to development.
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South Pass City

The surviving structures of the most important town established in the
Sweatwater gold mining region include a store, bar and hotel, and other
buildings, mostly of log comstruction. The town was established in
1867 in response to the Gold Rush and was the county seat from 1868

to 1874, The town was where feminist Esther Morris became the Nation's
first female Justice of the Peace in 1870.

Union Pass

Located on the Contineutal Divide in Teton National Forest, the pass
is a core area from which the Wind River, Gros Ventre, and Absaroka
Mountain Ranges rise. The pass was frequently used by Indians and
later became important in early exploration and fur trading.

Pending Sites

These sites have been nominated for enrollment and are awalting approval
of the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, Washington, D.C.:

Directional Arrow and Tipi Rings

Hamilton City or Mimer's Delight
Last or Ninth Crossing
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*Indicates species known or believed to exist in Sweetwater Canyon.
lH}'br.it:l of Mackinaw (lake) trouwt and brook crout.

VU_EE_;}I:FE SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME ”111:3:;;“ SCIENTIPIC NAME COMMON NAME mﬁ;én SCIENTIFIC MAME COMMON NAME WILDLIFE SCIENTIPIC NAME COMMON NAME ""IR;EFE SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME
Maczals Ursus ametricanus black bear Amphibians, ;| Pseudacris triseriata boreal frog Birds, Eupoda montana mountain plover Birds, Sayornis sagea Say's phoebe Birds, Piranga iludoviciana western Lanager
*aneilocapra americana antelope Continned *Rana pipiens leopard frog Continued Squatarcla sgquatarola black-bellied plaver Continued Empidonax traillii Traill’s flycatcher Continued FPheucticus melanocephalus black~headed grosheak
sodocol leus hemfoenus nule deer Birds Gavia Immer common loon Capella gallinago common snipe Empidonax minimuam least flycatcher Guiraca caerulea blue grosbeak
Odocotleus virginianus white tail deer Gavia Immer red throated loon Numaniug phasopus loeng-billed curlew Enpidonax hammondilf Hammond's flycatcher Hesperiphona vespertina evening grosbeak
*Cervus canadensis elk *Podiceps auritus horned grebe *Bartrawia longicauda upland plover Empidonex obserholseri dusky flycatcher Pinicola enucleator pine grosheak
*Alges alces mogge Podiceps caspicus eared grebe Actitis macularis apotted sandplper Contopus sordidulus western wood pewee Passerina amcena lazuli bunting
Ovis canadensis blghorn sheep Aechmorphorus occidentalis | western grebe Tringa solitaria golitary sandpiper Nuttallornis borealis olive-gided flycatcher Calamospiza melanocorys lark bunting
*Felis concolor mountain lien FPodilymbus podiceps pled~billed grebe Catoptrophorus semipalmatus | willet *cremophile alpestris horned lark Plectrophenax nivalis snow bunticg
*Svlvilagus auvduboni desert cottonrall Phalacrocorax auritis double-crested carmorant Totanus melanoleucus greater yellowlegs *Tachycineta thalassina violet-green swallow Carpodacus cassinii Cassin's finsh
*Sylvilagus nuttalls mauntaln cettontail tArdea herodias great blue heron Totanus flauwipes lesser yellowlegs Iridoproene bicolor tree swallow Carpodacus mexicanus house finsh
Mustela erminea short~tail weasel Nyctanassa viclacea black-crownad nighc heron Erolia fuscicollis white=Tumped sandpiper Riparia riparia bank swallow Leucosticts tephrocatis grey-crowned rosy finch
Mustala frenata leng-rall weasel Leucophocyx thyla snowy egret Erolia bairdii Baird's sandpiper *girundo rustica barn swallow Leucosticte atrata black Tosy finch
*Taxides badger Bofaurus lentiginosus American bittern Erolia minutilla least sandpiper *Petrochelidon pyrrhonota cliff swallow Acanthis flammea commen tedpoll
Spilogale putorius spotted skunk Plegadis chihi white-faced ibis Limnodromus griseus short-billed dowitcher Progne subfs purple martin Spinus pinus pine sigkin
Mephitis mephitis striped skunk Olor columbianus whistling swan Limnodromus scolopaceus long-billed dowitcher Stelgidopteryx ruficollis rough-winged swallow Spinus tristis American goldfinch
*Caniz latrans coyote ¢lor luccipnator trumpeter swan Micropalama himantopus atilt sandpiper Perisoreus canadensis grey jay Spinus psaltria lesser goldEinch
*vulpes fulva red fox *Branta canadensis Canada goose Ereunetes pusillus semipalmated sandplper Cyanocitta cristata blue jay Loxia curvisastra ted crossbill
vulpes velox swift fox *Anas plalyrhynchos mallard Ereunctes mauri western sandpiper Cyanocitta stellert Steller's jay Chlorura chilorura green-talled towhee
*Lynx rufus bobeat *inas strepera gadwall Limosa fedoa marbled godwit Aphelocoma casrulescens scTub jay Pipilo erythrophthalmus tufous-gided towhee
Canis lupus Irramontus Rocky Mountain wolf *Anas acuta pintail Crocethia alba ganderling Gymnarhinus cyanocephalus pinyon jay Junce hyemalis dark-eyed junco
*citelivs richardsont Richardson's ground squirrel *Anas carolinensis green=winged teal Recurvirostra americana American avocet Pica pica black-hilled magpie Passerculus sandwichensis Savannah sparrow
*Citellus lateralis gelden-mancied squirrel *Anas descars blue-winged teal Himantopus mexicanus black-necked stilc Corvus corax common Taven Ammondramus savannarum grasshopper sparrow
Martes arericanas pine martin Anas Americana cinnamon teal Steganopus tricolor Wilson's phalarope Corvus brachythynchos COmuon crow Foocecetes gramineus vesper sparrow
Lepus americanus snowshoe hare Mareca americana American widgeon Lebipes lobatus notthern phalarope Nucifraga columbiana Clark's nutcracker Calamospiza melanocorys lark sparrow
Ochotona princeps pika Spatula clypeala Shoveler Larus argentatus herring gull Parus atricapillus black-capped chickadee Amphispiza belli sage sparrow
*Lepus townsendii whitetall jackrabbit Mareca penelope European widgeon Larns delawarensis ring-billed gull Parus gambeli mountain chickadee Spizella arborea treg sparrov
tscivrus niger fox squirrel *Aythya americana redhead Larus pipixcan Franklin's gull Sitta carolinensus white-breasted nuthatech Spizella passerina chipping sparrow
*Sorex sp. shrew Aythya valisineria canvashback Larus philadelphia Bonaparte's gull Sitta canadensis red-breasted nuthatch Splzella brewerd Brewer's sparrow
Didelphis marsupialis apossum Aythya collaris ting-necked duck Larus californicus California gull Certhia familiaris browm creepetr Spizella pallida clay-colored sparrow
*Procyon loter Taccoon Aythya marila greater scaup Sterna fosteri Forster's tern Cinclus mexicanus dipper Zonotrichia querula Harris's sparrow
*Spermophilus spilosoma spotted groundsquirrel Aythya affinis lesser scaup Chiidonias niger black tern Trogicdytes aedon house wren Zonotrichia leucophrys white-crowned sparrow
*Castor canadensis beaver Bucephala clanguls commgn goldeneye Columba livia rock dove or plgecn Thryomanes bewickii Bewick's wren Passerella iliaca fox sparrow
*Ondatra zibethica muskrat Bucephala albealz bufflehead Zepaidura macrovura mourning dove Telmatodytes palustris long-billed marsh wren Melospiza lincoinii Lincoln's sparrow
*Mustela vision falnk Bucephala fslandica barrouw's goldenaye Cocoyzus americanus yellew-billed euckoo Catherpes mexicanus canhon wren Melaspiza malodia SONE Sparrtow
Lynx canadensis lynx Oxyura jamaiansis tuddy duck Tyto alba barn owl Salpinctes cbsoletus Tock wren Phynchophanes mecoioniit McCown's longspur
Perognathus fasciatus Wyoming pecket mouse Lophodytes cucullatus hooded merganser Gtug asio screech owl Mimus polyglottus mockingbird Calcarius ornatus chestnut-coliared longspur
“Dipodomys ordi ord kangarco rat *Mergus merganser COMmON merganser orus flammaolus flammulaced owl bumetella carclinensis catbird Fish Prosopium williamsoni mountain whitefish
Reithrodontomys megalatis | western harvest mouse tMergus serrator red-breasted merganser *Bubo virginiants great-horned owl Oreascoptes montanus gage thrasher Salmo clarki cutthroat trout.
*Peronyscus maniculatus deer mouse Cathartes aura turkey vulture Myctea scandiaca snowy owl Turdus migratorius Tobin #Salmo gairdneri rainbow Lrout
Onychomys levcogaster northern grasshopper mouse Accipiter gentillis goshawk Surnfa ulula hawk owl Hylocichla guttata hermit thrush Salmo aguabonita golden trout
tNeotoma cinerea bushytail woodrat Accipitar cooperii cooper hawk Glaucidium gnoma pyguy owl Hylocichla ustulata Swaingon'’s thrush *Salmo trutta linnaeus brown trout
*Microtus spo. vale Accipiter striatus sharp-shinned hawk Speatyto cunicularia western burrowing owl Hylocichla fuscescens veery Salvelinus namaycush lake trout
sLagurus curtatus sagebrush vole *Buteoc borealis red-tailed hawk Strix nabulusa graeat=grey owl Sialia mexicana western bluebird Salvelinus fontinalis brook trout
*Erethizon dorsatunt porcupine Buteo swainsonf Swalnson's hawk Asio otus long-eared owl Sialia currocoides mountain bluebird Thymallus arcticus grayling
Azpus princeps western jumping mouse Buteo harlani Harlan's hawk Asioc flammeus short-eared owl Myadestes townsend) Townsend's solitariae Cyprinus carpic carp
*Myotis lucifugus little brovm myctis Butec lagopus rough~legped hawk Aegolius acadicus saw-whet owl Regulus satrapa golden-crovmed kinglet Semotilus atremaculatus creek chub
Myotis thsanodes fringed nyoris Buteo regalis ferruginecus hawk *philaenoptilus putlaili posr~will Regulus calendula rtuby-crowned kinglet *Couesius plumbeus lake chub
Myotis evotis long-eared ayotis *agquila chrysaetos golden eagle Chardeilas minor common nighthawk *pireo solitarius solitcaty viero Hybopsis gracilis flathead chub
Myctis subulatus small=foored myctis Haliaecetus leucocephalus bald eagle Chardeiles acutipennis lesger nighthawk Vireo clivaceus red-eyed viero *phinichthys cataractse langnose dace
*Marpota flaviveneris yellowbelly marmot Circus cganeus marsh hawk Aercnauvtes saxatalis white-throated swift Vireo gilvus warbling viera Netropis dorsalis bigmouth shiner
*Cvnomys sunnisoni whitetail prairie dog Pandicn haliaetus oSprey Archilochus alexandri black=chinned hummingbird Minotilta varia black and white warhler Hetropsis stramineus missuriensis | sand shiner
*Geomys luckvicianus plains pocket gopher Falco mexicanus pralrie falcon Selasphorus platycercus red-tailed hummingbird Verminara celata arange=-crewned warbler Pimephales promelas flathead minnow
Hustela nigripes black-footed ferret Falco peregrinus peregrine falcon Selasphorus rufus refous hummingbird Dendroica petechia yellow warbler Moxostoma macrolepidotum notthern redhorse
*Equus caballus wild horse Faleo columbarius pldgeon hawk Steliula calliopa calliope hurmingbird Dendroica coronata myrtle warbler *Catostomus commersoni white sucker
"Equus caballus donestic horse Falco sparnerius sparrow hawk tMagaceryle alcyon belted kingfisher Seiurus nonehoracénsis nocthern waterchrush *Catostomus catostomls longnoze sucker
*Bovidae domestic cattle Falco rusticolus gyrfalcon Bombycilla garrulus Bohenian waxwing Oporernis tolmiel MacGillivrays warbler *atostomus platyrhynchus mountain sucker
*ovis domesticus dopestic sheep Dendragapus obscurus blue grouse Bombycilla cedrorum cedar waxwing Geothlypic trichas yellowthroat Ietelurus melas black bullhead
*Capridae domestic goar Bapagsa wubellus vuffed grouse Lanivs excubitor nerthern shrike Icteria virens yellow-breasted chat Ictalurus punctatus channel catfish
Rattus norugicus Horway rat *Cantrocercus urophasionus | sage grouse Lanjus ludonicianus loggerhead shrike Wilsonia pusilla Wilson's warbler Noturus flavusg stonecat
Mus musculus house mouse Perdix perdix Hungarian partridge Sturnus vulgaris starling Setophaga ruticiila American redstart Lota lota burbot (or ling)
Clethrionomys gapperd boreal redback vole Alectoris grasca chuckar *Colaptes cafer red-shafted flicker Passer domestiaes houge sparrow Fundulus bansae plaing killifish
*Lucre canadensis river otter Phagianns colchicus ring-necked pheasant Asyndesmus lervis Lewis's woodpecker Dolichonyx oryzinorus bobolink Micropterus salmoides largemouth bass
Reptiles torotalus viridis prairie rattiesnake Grus canadensis gandhill crane Sphyrapicus varius yvellow-bellied sapsucker Sturnella neglecta western meadowlark Lepomis machrociuirus bluegill
Coluber constricter racer Ralius limicola Virginia rail Sphyrapicus throlideus Williamson's sapsucker Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus | yellow-headed blackbird Pomoxis nigromaculatus black crapple
*pitupphis nelanoleucae bull snake Forzana carclina sora raill Dendrocopos pithescens Dowvny woodpecker Agelanes phoeniceus red=-winged blackbird Stizostedion canadense sauger
*Thamnophis sirtales garter spake Coturnicops novaboracensis| yellow rafl Dandrovopos villesus hatry woodpecker Ictarus bullockii Bullock's oricle Stizostedion witreun vitraum walleye
*Sceloporus graciosus gagebrush lizard Fulica americana Amer{can cook Picoides tridactylus northern three-toed woodpecker *Luphyagus cyanocephalus Brewer's blackbird Perca flavescens yellow perch
*PRrynosona douglasii horned lizard Charadrius semipalmatus semipalmated plover Tyrannus tyrannus eastern kingbird Puiscalus gquiscula common grackle Ethegstona exile Lowa darter
Anphibians | *Arbystoma tigripum tiger salamander Charadrivs alexandrinus snowy plover Pyrannus verticalis western kingbird *Holothrus ater browm-headed cowbird r-'aggl splake
Scaphiopus intermontanus | Great Basin spadefoot Charadrius vocifarus kildeer
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Tewag Abias lasiocarpa Subalpine fir ?Iu:uha, Sarcobatus vermiculastus Black gresgewcod Torba, Erigeron casspitosus Tultad flaabanse Porbs, Potamogeton fillformis Harrowleaf pondvaed Grasaes, Elymus glaccus Blue wild rys
Acer glabrum Rocky Moumtain maple Cantinued Fhepherdia canadensis RBusasac buffaleburey Continued ETigercn oomporitus Cutleaf daisy Gone inwed PotaRogteeon pactinatuy Sego pondueed Cont inued Pastuca §dahoensis Idehe feecue
Acer negundo Boxaldar Sorbus scobuline Mountain ash Erigerof pumilus Shaggy daisy Fotamongatan Epp. Pondweed Fastuca occcidentalis Wagcaro fescus
*Mimic Spp. Alder Spirea splendens Spirea Epilobium avgustifollum Pirewood Potentilla graciiis Claquefoll Paxtuca ovina Sheep Eeacue
*Batrula glandaloss Beg birch, Dwarf birch *Symploricarpes oreophlius Mountain snowbercy Erysioum capicktun Wullflower Psoraiea tenuiflora 51iw acrufpaa Glycerin striata Fowl mMinagTAEs
Botula socidentalis Watar birch Symphoricarpog albus Snowbercy *Eriogonum spp. Buckwheat P . Pinedrop Nesperchlos kingil ¥ing sptkefaecue
Batula papyrifera Papar birch Symphoricarpes alpas Whortle snoubarry Fuphorbla asuls Leafy wpurpe “Ranunculus gisberrimus Sagebrush buttercup Fiarochloe odorata SWRATEY MG
Chelopsis spp. Degert willow Symphoricarpes occidentaliz | Western pnowherry *Frageria spp. Wild strawbarry Ranupculus spp. Buttarcup Hordeum cascapi tosum Bobtall barley
cornus stolonifers Radoatar dogwood Totradymia CARGECERE Gray horsabruah Franssria discolor Skeletonleal burasge Raetpida columnifara Coneflower Rordeum jubatam Foxtall barley
Crathegus chrgeocarps L Tatradymia spinosa Shortspine horsebrush Fragera spaciosa Grasn gencian dbwck. identalis W conellowsr Kogleria criscata Prairic junegraes
Crataegus douglasii *h vacoinium ovalifoldoe Bluebarey rritillaria pudiza Yellow fricillary *Rumar App. Dock Melics buibcosa Onisn melfc
Creteegus elythropoda L Vaceinlu® Sooparium Grousa vhorcleberty “Galium boreais Horthern bedstraw Rumex acetosella Tock Miehlenbergia asparfolia Alkali suhly
Crataagus rivulariy x Yuoca glauca Small goapweed Ceranjum spp. Wild geranium Salzoia kali Rusaiac chiatle Nuhlanbargia racemosa Mareh muhly
Crataagus succulents L Forbs *Achiliea lanulosa Tarrcw ‘Gaum $pp. Avamne Sedum 2pp. Sedum Muhlenbergia richardsonis Mat suhly
Fraxinus pentoglvanis Grean anh Actines acauvlis Stemlexs actines Gilia aggregats Scarlet gilis Sedum lanceciatum STonacrop Crysopais sxigua Little ricegraos
*Joniparis coMBuNLE Common juniper Agoseris glauca Pals agosetia dGlycyrrhize lepidota Wild licorice; Licorice coot Sedim gtencp i 1= P oryropsis hymenoides Todian ricegrans
Juniper osteczpersm Utah jmiper *Allium spp. Wild onlen Grindslia squarrosa Curlycup gumseed Selaginelia densza Spikwmogn Papicum capillare Witchgrase
rJuniperus soopulorus Tocky Mountein juniper Alisma plantage-aguatica tater plantain *Hackelis spp. Stickpeed; Wild forget-me-not Sanecic spp. Senecio Fhlsum aipinms Alpine timathy
Fices pungens Bluk apruce Arceuthcbium Americanus Dvarf mistletow Ralogaton glomtratus Balogeton Sizgpmbyive altizsimm Tushlesmstard Fhlasus pratense Cowmon timcthy
Ficea Engelmanni Engelmann spruce Actasa rihra Banaberry Haplopappus acaala Stemlens goldenweed Slsymbrive lind folivm Hedgemuntard Phragmites cowmsunis Comuen tead
Fices glanca White spruce ACOn tum Colusdianum Monkshood Hedy id 1w B h Smilacina racemcse Fales solosomseed Poa smpla Mg bluegrass
*Pings cofitorta Lodgepole pine Ameranthus retroflexus Red oot pigwesd Halisnthug olniflora Lictle sunflover *imjlacina steilata Lily-of-the valley: Poa canbyi Canby bloagrass
Pinur albicauiis Whicsbark pine Ambrozia trifida Gimme eageaud Halisnthus annus Smflovar Scarry Ealwe Scloman’s geal Foa cuslcikil Casick bluegrass
*Binus #lexilis Limbar pine *Ancannaria arcuata' Box pussytoes Heracleum lankcok Cow pavenip Sisyrinchiwe infiatem Blue-cyed grass *“Poa fandisciana TFendlers blusgrage
Pinus pondeross Ponderosa pine *Antennaria spp. Pusaytoan Aydrophyilus spe. Materlaal Solanum rostratus Buffaloburr Poa intsrior Inland bluegrass
Popaios belsas]fers Balsam popular ARSncme patans Pagque flover *Irin missouriensis RMocky Mountain ivim, blus [lag iris *Sopohzy app. Thiscle Foa NEIVOEA Whealar blusgrasa
Popuius acuminata Lancelanf cottoowod Aplopappug gpp. Goldeowesd Isatis tipetoria Dyar's woad Sophia incisa Weatarn conaymmatard Poa nevadansis Hevada bluagrass
Populus auguatifolia Hartow leaf cottonwood Agquilegia cowsrula Colotado columbine Iva axillaris Povarty wead Solidago spp. Galdenrod *PoA pratenaiz Fenrucky blusgraos
Popuivs sargantif Plaing cotcommod Arenaria hockeri Heoker sandwort Kochia scoparia Firwwasd Sphasralces coccinea Scarlett globamallow; *Pon pattersonii Pattarson blucgrass
Populus trichooarpa Flack cottanod Arabiz holboellii Bolbgel rockcreaa Lactuca pulchella Chicory letktuce Scarlett oellow Poa rafiexa Wodding bloegrass
Fopulus tremuloides Quaking aspan Arabils drommondii Drummcnd Tockeress Lactuce scariola Prickly lettuce *Taraxacum spp. Dardelion *Pra mandbargii Sandbatg bluegr
FPreudotauga manzianij Douklas f1x Arceium winus Commcn burdock Lappols app. Stickresd Thalaspi arvense Field pannycrese Foa secunda Sandberg blusgrs:
Sorbas i Mountain aash Argecone polyanthemcs Prickly poppy Lepidiva spp. Papparvasd *Thalictrum spp. Headow rus Puccinailia aircides Alkaligrass
Shrube *Amslanchier alnifoifa Wuatern ascvicubarry *Arpica cordifolia Baartleaf aynica Lepidium perfolistum Tellow weed; Tellowtlower; Tharsepsl s BOmLAG Falge lupioe; Golden peal Echedonnardes paniculatus Tusblegrasn
ar utakansis Serviceberry Arnica fulgens Orange atnica Papparwesd Tharmopais Sitanion hystrix Botclebrush squirrelisil
*Arctastaphylus ova-ursi Basrberry Arnica parryi Rayless armica “Leptodacyion pungafs whk Thermopais rhombifolix Buffale besn Sitanicn jubatum Big aquirrelecsfl
Artamisia arbucevla Low sagabrush Arnica sororia Arnica Lowisia rediviva Bitterroot *Townsandis spn:hu)a:a’ Sword cownsendia Spareing gracilis Alxali cordgrass
Artemisis cans Cana Silver sagebrush Artesrisia frigida Fringad sage “Latd lia f. il F *a bladderpod Tragopogan dubjus Saleify Sphanapholix obtuss Prairic wedgescale
Artemisia cana bolanderi S5ilvar sagebrush Artemisia campestris Field sagewart *Leyquereiis spp. Bladder pod Trifoiium spp. Clover Sporoholus airoides Alkali sacetom
Arcamigie frigids Prioged sagubruah Artamizia grnaphalodes i Licum lewisii Pluatlax; Lewis flax *rrifelium gumnocarpon Helly leaf clovar Sporobojus cryptandrus Sand dropsasd
Artamigia pova Black sagebrush Artemisia lud: ana Sag £ L1 EhOphrag™ma SPF Prairiestar Tragepogon pratensis Meadow enleify Stipa columbiana Subslpine nesdlegraga
Artamisis Iongiloba £ Artemisia porteri® Porter eagebrush LithoSparmum {ncisum Hartowleaf puccon Verbassum thapsus Mullein #5Lipa cOmAtd Headle and chresd
Artemisie padetifida BArdfoot sege; Brown sagebrush Ascelpias specioca Showy willowewd Lithosperam roderale Mayaide gromwsll Wicia smaricans Amarican vatch Stipa lettermanii Lettevman nesdlograns
*Artemisis lodoviciana Prairie sage Azcer engelmanni Englemin agcer *Lithosperis Arvanse Corn gromsell; Stone gaed vicia cracos Vetch Stipa pinctorus Pinswoods needlugrass
Arteatsis spinsscens Budm, Aster foliscens Leafybracc aater Lonatium amblguum Wyath biscuicroor *Viola #pp. Wild vieler Stipa viridula Green nasdlegeass
inia tridents erd: Basin big sagebrush *Ascragaius spp. Hilkvetch, Loco, Locowaad Lo 1 Ul OO0 TSN Blscultrooc viola nuttallij Yallow violer Frigetum apicatum Spike trisetun
Az ia trid Y Hountain big sagebruah Balsamorhiza hirsuta Hairy balmam rooc Lomatium triterndtum L1 *Woodsia organa Yoodals (fern) Trisetum wolfili Wolfs Crisetim
*Arcamisia tridentate wyomingenis |Wyoming big sagebrush Balsamorhiza hookeri Cutleaf balpam roct Lupinus app. Lupins Nysthia amplexicaulis Hulas wara Yolpia ectollora §ix weaks fescue
Artamisia tripartita rupicocla I-tip wagebrugh Balsamcrhize sagiceaca Arcowleaf balasm root Lygodesmia Juncea Pushpink Xanthiue atrumarive Cacklebur Grass-1ika | Aransris conjesta - [Ballbhead sandwort
Atriplas camescens A-wing saltbrush Brodisea douglasii w114 byscintcy Mat Hoaty astar “Zigadenus spp. Dasth camas Plancs Carex esleccharis Neadlelaaf asdge
Atriplex confertifolia Shadacals Calochortus nuttalli Sego 1ily MNachasLANthera CARGECENF Foody seter Graggeg Agropgron albicate VonEana vheatgrass Carex festivelilsa Ovalhond sedge
Atripler morrugata Mat saltbrush CARMSALE FiaMAN Caman Michagrantiera tapacetifolis | Taneyleal sater Py Crested wheatg *Carex filifolix Thraadieaf asdge
Atriplex nustailii Salthugh; Wurcell's asltbruah Capzella bursa-pastoris Shepherd puree Malilotus &lbus White sweetclover daay. hy Thich ke wheatgrass Carex hoodii Hood sedge
Caapithus velutinus Snowbrush Cameilng microcerpa Littleasnd Enlsuflax Nelilotus officipaiis Tallow swastclover Agropyren desertorizm Desert wheatgrass Larex lanuginosa Woolly sedge
Carcocarpus ledifolfus Curlleaf wt. mahogeny campanula rotupdifolia Harsbell MHedicago hispada Burrclover Agropyron intersedios Jotmrmadiste vheatgrass Carax douglasil Deuglas sadge
Cercockrpus moptanus Hountain Hahogeny Carduus nutans Huzk thistle Nantha app. Hint Agropyron Quackgrass Carax CRIeRceny Silvery sadge
Cratasgus rivelaris Xiver bawthorn Cagtilleja linarjagfolix Wyoming peintbrush Mentzalis decapstala Bleziog etar Agropgron riparfum Streambank vhastgrass Lares anres Golden nedge
*Chrysochamnus nauseazsus Pubber Tabbltbrush Castillaja sulphures Yallow paintbrash Mentzelia laevicaulis Blazing atar *Agropyron soithii Western wheetgrave *Carex aguatilis Sedge
y Big cabbitbruak Carastium arvense Tield chichweed Mertensia cilisca Bountatn blusball *AGropy ps cart Bloabusch wheatgrana Carex dispersa Sedge
Fraveolens Cantayres repens Ruspian knapwesd Hartensia oblongifolla Blusbell *Agropyren trachycauium Slender wheatgrass carex microptera Smallwing sedge
Fohepscthiaenty viacEdl Florus Low Tabbit brush; Gresn cabbitbrush Chasnactls douglasis Falsa yarrow *Nertensia verdis Bloshell Agroatis alba Hadtop bent Cares nebraskensis Habrasks sedge
Eriogonum umballatum Shrubby ariogomm Chenopodius a1bust Lambhaquat Ter Nonardia Nenthasfolia Horsemink Agreatis exerata Spika bent Carexs geyerf Elk sadps
Ruroefa lanata Mincarfat, Whicesage Chorispora tenella Blue mustard Nooolepis puctallians Mosolepin Agrostis paluscris Cresplog bent Cara¥ ohtussts Sadge
Gautheria humlfusa Cresping wincarpgrean *Chrysopsis villoga Fajey moldaster Kuphar polysepalum Yellow pondlily Agrestis scabra Rough bant Carex pantagata Sedgs
Grayin spinoss Spiny hoprage *Cirsiom spp. Thistle Oenothara caesp]tosa Eveéning primross Alcpecurus aequails Shortewm Eoxtail Carax phrasgraciiis Cluscerad field sedge
*oucierrasia sarathrae Broom snakeveed {lemacis columhiana Clasaris Owiothera heterantha Frimrose Andropogon scoparius Little bluestem Carex raynoldsil Sedge
Bolodiscus discclor Rock spires Clecme lutea Tellow bes plant *orthocarpas iotsus Owl elover Arigtida fedierigna Fendlers 3-mm Carax scopulorum Sedge
Leptodactylan pugens Granite gilia Claokde Serrulaca Reocky Moumtadn bas plant OXyLIopis Spp. Crazywsed Aristida lomgiseta Red 3-avm Carex valiicols Vallay sedge
Mahonia rapens OTegon grape *Collinsia parviflora Monkey flower, BElue-eyed Mary Oxytropis pericea Whiteloco Beckmannia syzigachne Amdrican sloughgrass Elaccharis pauciflora Spikaruah
*opuntia polyscantha Plains pricklypear *omandra pallida Bastard toad flax Parpassia Fimbriata Grass~ci-Parnassus Bootelous graciiiz Bluoa grama grass Flevcharis sacrowtaciys Spikerush
Opuntia fragilis A <onvolvwolus arvensis TFleld bindwesd Paronychia sessilifolia Whitlow-wort Sromux anomalus Hodding brome Ericphorum chamissonls Cotton gedge
Pachistimy syrsinices Hoamtatn-lover fordylantiue rascscs Bushy birdbaak Pedicelaris groenlandica Elephanthesd Arosits ineimis Saccth broms Eriophorus augusti folim Cotton awdge
*potentiila rruticoss Shrubby cinquefoil *Crapsls acuminata Taperton hawksbeard "Pons talon payaon ot Payson pengtemon Arome Japonicus Japanese brome Juncus baiticus Wiregraos
Fotentilla gracilis Forthwest cinquefoil Crepuis elegans Showy bawkabsard *PAnSLaSOn Spp. Panstemon Bromus marginetus Houncain brome Juncus buforius Witegrana
Potentiila palustris Marsh cinquafodl Crapsis runcinata Havkebeard Fonstomon rydbergii Panstamon Bromus polyanthus Polyanthus brome Juncus confusus Wiregrass
Frupuy malsccarps Chokecherty Cryptantha bradoriana Miveracandle Parideridia gairdneri Yampah By tectnrus Chaatgrass brosd Juncus longistylis Wireagrass
*Prunus virginisna Lhokechercy *Cystopteris fragilis Madder-fern Fhacelia sericea 51lky phacelia Catab L E. Brookg' Joncus nodosus Wiregrass
*Furgha tridentata Bittarbrush Calypae buibosa Fairy alippar dphacelis hastata 51lver laaf phacelis Calasagrostis canadensis Blusjoint resdgrass Juncus snxifolius Wiregrass
Ledus giandulogus Laboradar tea Caltha Ieptosapsla Harsh marigeld *Phlox hoodii Hoods phlox Calambgrostis inexpensx Rorchern resdgrasa Juncus eracyl Viragtasg
*phus tribolata Skunkbush s Ceratophyllom demersum Coontail Fhiox longifolia Prickly phlox cal F iz | Plaine g Svirpus paludosos Alkall bullvueh
*Rhus Tadicars Polson ivy Belphinion bicoler Low darkspur Fhlox wultiflora Whice phlox Calamovilfa longifolia Prairis sandreed Scirpus microcarpus Smallesed bullruah
Ribas aureum Golden currant balphinium geyeri Plaina larkspur Plantage patagonica ¥Wooly Indianvheat panthonia intarmedia Timber outgrase Scirpur actes MWestern bullrush
#Ribheg CREeun Squaw curTent; Wax curremt belphiniun nelaons Spring larkspur Plantago lanceciata Bpckhorn pleptain Danthonid unispicata One-spike oatgrass Scirpur soaricanuy Amarican bullrush
Ribes inorme Whitestem gocseberry pelphinivm ocoidentale Tall lackspur *Flantago purshii Wooly Indianwheat *paceylis gl Orcherdgrage Priglockdn maritima AETOW grass
Ribas satosun Miawourl gooasbarty Degcurainia pinneta FPlonate tansymuscard Flantago spinascens Sploey plantain *Deachampaia casspd tosa Tufted hairgrass Typha latifolia Catcail
Ribat lacustre Prickly cucrant Dicentra uniflora Stearshead Flantage =ajfor Broadleaf plantain Distichiis spicata Inland galtgrass *Equisetum Spp. Horsetalls
Ribas vigoosissimum Scicky curvent bodecatheon paueifionm Sheoring scar Polpgonum natans Ladywthumb Distichllis stricta Saltgrave Equisetum variegatum Variegated horastail
*Roth EPpP. Wild Tosa *bodecathecn pulcheilum Dark throat ghooting scar Poiygarcas aviculara Prostrate knotweed Echinochloa cusgalli Warstmillat Equisetun hyenaie Zeouring Tush
Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry Digporum EraciygcA¥pus Fairy hells Polygonum bistortoides Amarican bistort Elymus canadensis Canadisn wild Tye Sparganium minimten Bur-casd
=Salix Spp. Willow *Drabe oligogpera Draba Porrulaces olaraces Purslane *Elymus cinerus [ e Sparganium multipedunculatuns | Bur-teed

*Flanes known or suspected to otcur in the Sweetwater Wild snd Scenlc Study Area.

A%g known CoMMON AR

'Proposed Ecdangered Specles, Faderal Repister, Volume 41, Wo. 24529, Juns 18, 197§,

3cun-aut1y baing ruviswed For possible Threatensd or Endangered Species status, Federal Register, Voluma &0, Mo, 27867, July 1, 1975.
Propossd Endangeced Speciew, Fadaral Bagister, Volume 40, Wo. 27887, July 1, 1975,



APPENDIX D

WATER RIGHTS
TABLE D
WATER RIGHTS
MAINSTEM, SWEETWATER RIVER, AND ALL TRIBUTARIES ABOVE SPRING CREEK
REFERENGE APPROPRIATTON (—AMOMT{  pcpps LOCATION REPERENCE APPROPRIATTON AMOUT ACRES LOCATION
STRUCTURE WAME SOURCE ugg! Township | Range STRUCTURE HKAME SOURLE USE! Flow Stotage Township | Range
HUMBER DATE Flow-~CFS | IRRIGATED | Section Noxrth Wear WIMBER DATE CFS Acre Feet IRRIGATED | Section North ? Hasst

1 Rongls 04/05/84 Swestwater River 1 1.21 a5 36 a0 93 80 Enl, Beaver Dam 06712715 Sweetwater River 1,8 1.01 7l 19 28 99

2 Schoonmaker 08/01/86 Sweetwater River 1,5,D 12.88 901.4 35 29 8y 81 Eal. Point of Rocks 07/16/15 Swaatwater River I 1.90 133 6 29 92
3 Borbnell Sweerwater Mo. 2 ) 09/01/86 Sweatwatet River 1 4.77 474.18 5 29 85 82 Enl. Point of Rocks A7/16/15 Sweertwater River I X 30 [ 29 92
4 Bothwell Sweetwater No. 2 09/01/86 Sweetwater River 1 2.99 209 5 29 as 83 Enl. Miller 11/01/15 Sweetwater River 1 1.57 110 & 29 95

5 Countryman He. 1 04718187 Sweatwater River T .55 &0 18 29 89 84 Enl. Graham anid Farnsley

& Brown Spring/87 Sweetwater River 1,5 1.46 104 1% 29 96 Ho. L 12727115 Swestwater River 1 97 68 7 29 95
7 Arnold Wo. 1 05/01/88 Sweetwater River 1,8 3.70 217 26 29 97 85 Enl. Eussell 1272815 Sweetwater River I X1 65 7 30 P55
& Botbwell Sweetwater Ho. J 0601788 Sweetwater River 1.0 9.55 669 5 29 85 86 Enl. Brown 1L/20416 Sweatwater REiver I .54 38 19 9 36
9 Arnold No. 2 June/28 Sweetwater River 1,5 72 51 25 29 97 87 Enl. Meyers 06/22/17 Sweetwater River 1,0 1.51 104 7 30 95
10 Sharlock and Marrin 1589 Sweetwatet River | Preferved 1.78 28 28 101 88 Enk. Miller OB/ 10417 Sweetwater River L.5,0 11 1.5 6 29 95
11 Callahan 05/16/95 Sweetwater River i 1.00 70 14 29 96 89 Enl. A. R. Cowley No. 1 02/27/19 Sweetwater River I,5,D 3.7 259 13 29 a9
12 Riveraide 08123795 Sweetwater River I .51 36 19 28 101 90 Enl. A. R. Gowley No. 1 04/05/20 Sweetwater River I,5,D 1.00 0 13 2% a9
13 Rusaell 02728796 Sweetwater River b3 1.44 112 27 30 95 91 Ent. Burnt Ranch 06/21/20 Sweetwater River 1 1.64 115 27 28 100
13 Ruseell 02/28/%6 Sweetwater River T 1.42 100 27 30 95 92 Independent. 02/14f21 Sweetwater River 1 .7 50 33 30 95
14 Jamerman 03711796 Sweetwater River I 1.34 45 36 30 9l 93 Enl. Bmigrant Road 06/ 2021 Sweatwater River I .53 37 & i 92
15 Graham and Farnsley Ho. 1 06/22/96 Sweetwater River T 1.65 117 7 25 95 94 Enl. Burnt Ranch 011311 Swearwater River I,8,0 1.31 9z 27 38 100
16 Grahaw and Farasley MHe. 2 Q6722796 Sweetwater River 1 1.3 95 ? 29 95 95 Producers and Refiners Corp.

17 Graham 06/22/%6 | Sweetwater Rivaer 1 2.45 173 16 30 93 2-inch Water Line 09/04/23 1| Sweetwater River D, Pumplag | D.48 5 9 85
18 Countryman No, 2 04710497 Sweetwater River 1 1.56 111 13 29 8% 95 Hay Enl. of McDowell 081426 Sweetwater River 1,5, and

19 A. E. Gowley No. 1 01/10/98 Swectwater River 1 .86 60 13 29 ag Supply Ditch 5.5.2 310 8 28 10
20 McIntosh OFf14798 Sweetwater River 1 3.7¢ 217 a 29 90 a7 Pacific Ho. One Reservoir 08/14f26 Sweatwater River I,s 106.91 1 27 192
21 Enl. Jamerman 09/21/98 Sweetwater River 1 .26 G 6 k] 91 98 Eanl. Independent 0Bf26/26 Sweetwater River 1,5,D 2.14 150 Kk 30 95
22 Miller 10718798 Sweetwater River 1 .30 21 14 29 a9 9 The Jacob 02f14/27 Swvestwater River 1 2.35 164, 44 35 kLl 93
23 Enl, Graham 12/05/98 Sweatwater River 1 1.92 135 16 30 43 100 Koeehler 09720435 Sweetwater River I1,5,D .69 48 10 30 94
24 Enl. 5almon 1212798 Swestwater River I L42 30 27 30 913 101 Koehlaer 0920735 Sweetwatsar River 1,5.D 14 10 10 30 94
25 Enl. Highland Branch 12422498 Sweetwater River 1,5,0 2.79 195 5 29 85 102 Pacific Ho. Two Raservoir 08/14/26 Sweetwater River 1,8 1,394.21 33 27 102
26 Bothwall Swvectwater No. 2 103 Wagers 07428710 Spring 1,5.D 045 3.5 18 28 a7
27 Enl. Highland Braach 12/22/498 Sweetwater River 1,8.D 79 55 5 29 85 104 Overlaid Springs 07/25/01 Spring HMin. .26 34 % 98
28 Botlwell Sweetwarer No. 2 105 5. P. Harris 08f12704 Lewlaton Slough T W72 51 26 28 9%
29 Enl. Righland Branch 12/22/98 Sweatwater River I,8,D 1.01 n 5 29 as 106 Rock Creek 1R84 Rock Creek Min., Hil. |75.70 2 29 100
30 Bothwell Sweetwater Ho. 2 . 107 Carpeanter 12/09/3% fock Creek 1,5,0 5.8.°% 6.5 28 29 99
1 Craner {changed to McIntosh) O3/15/%% Sweetwater River 1 1.50 105 ) 29 90 108 Upper Rock Creek Reservoir 11719/ 56 Rock Creek Tad. 1,457.5 27 30 100
32 Enl. Rongis 11715799 Sweatwater River 1 1.60 76 k! 30 3 109 First Enl. Upper Rock

13 McEinney Ho. 2 03/03/00 Swestwater River 1 .13 1¢ ? an 3 Lreek Reserveir 07/18/58 Reck Craak Iad. 1,342.3 27 30 100
34 MeKinney No. 1 03/03/00 Sweatwater River 1 .38 27 7 k11 93 110 Flader Pipeline 06725731 Flader Spring Min., Mil., D .50 [} el 99
35 Sheehan 03716400 Sweatwater River 1,5 5.664 396 L] 29 92 111 Gustavesm Water Works 11/15/32 Timba Bah Spring 5.0 .10 12 29 100
36 South Side 01/05/01 Sweetwater River I.S 6.16 £33 5 29 92 112 Geisaler Plpeline 07f11/08 Two Springs D,S 12 29 100
37 Enl. A. R. Cowley 05/09/01 Sweetwater River 1 1.76 125 12 29 89 113 Granyea 1884 Buck and Anthony D

38 Enl. McIntosh 08/27/01 Sweetwater Eiver 1 1.10¢ 7 8 29 90 Springs

39 Enl. Mclntosh 09f02/01 Sweetwater River 1 3.65 256 2 29 40 114 Tabor Pipeline 08725400 Tabor Spring D, Min. 14 2% 100
40 Enl. McIntosh 09/02/901 Swestwatar River T 1.00 10 ) 29 90 115 Carpenter Pipeline 09708736 Tabot Spring 1] .16 14 9 100
41 W. M. Cranor Q9704701 Sweetwater River 1 W71 50 23 29 90 11é Pipe Line Q7F0%/00 Springs D, Min. 14 29 100
42 Canyon 10703701 Swestwater River I &.71 310 11 30 94 117 Geissler 09/04/00 Willow Cresk 1,8 1.42 100 5 28 99
43 Enl. Sherlock and Marrin 10/07/0L Sweetwater River | Preferved 3.85 28 28 101 118 Galesler 09/04/00 Willow Creck 1,8 .35 25 5 28 99
44 McDowell 10f21/01 Sweetwvater River | Prefarred 28 x5 101 119 Kenyon 03/21/03 Willow Creek 1,8 1.01 1 ? 29 100
45 Threa Crossings 10/08/02 Sweetwater River I 1.65 116 il o 91 120 Enl. Giessler 08/03/03 Willow Creek 1.8 .52 iz 5 28 99
1] Enl. South Side 1171502 Swastwater River 1,8 2.3 237 5 29 92 121 Waw Giessler 08/03/03 Willow Creek I,% R 64 5 28 9
47 Enl. McIntosh 01724403 Swaetwater River 1 1.55 110 ] 29 20 122 Hew Giessler 0870303 Willow Creek 1,8 .28 20 5 28 99
48 Enl. Camyon 02/10/03 Sweetwacer River 1 1.92 135 11 3o 94 123 Abra 07/31/11 Willow Creeck 1,8 1.41 88.5 21 28 99
49 BEnl. Burnt Ranch 021703 Sweetwater River 1 .90 63 27 28 100 124 Gteen No. 1 07/31/13 Willow Creek 1 54 38 25 29 100
50 Enl. Burnt Ranch 03721703 Swestwater River 1 .1 22 27 28 100 125 Green Wo. 2 07/31/13 Willow Cresk 1 .06 &4 25 29 100
5 Enl. Burnt Ranch 03/21/03 Sweatwater River 1 1.59 111 27 28 100 126 Oregon Tratl No. 1 07731413 Willow Creek 1 .76 53 5 28 9%
52 Enl. Three Crossings 01727 /04 Sweetwater River 1 1.64 115 1 3 %l 127 Oregon Trail Ho. 2 07/31f13 Willow Creek 1 .29 20.5 5 8 9%
33 Enl. Three Crossings Q1727 f04 Sweatwater River 1 442 10 k51 30 51 128 Magagna 09716413 Willow Creek 1 .51 35.5 32 29 99
54 Enl. Three Croasings 01/27/04 Sweetwater River 1 .85 &0 1 3o 21 12% Magagna 09/10/13 Willow Creek 1 ] 32 32 29 99
55 Enl. McDowell 09/26/04 Sweetwater River | Preferrved .50 28 2B 101 130 Carlason 08/22/21 Willow Creek 1,5 .50 5 26 2% 100
56 Wyoming Central 10/24F04 Sweetwater River I 22.10 1,548.5 13 x4 89 131 Green WHo. 3 071/31/13 Spring Gulch 1 W14 10 30 20 9
57 Enl. Jamerman 12/27/04 | Swectwater River L,5,D .04 216 36 30 91 132 Carigsa Pipe Line 10/04/98 Big Hermir Creek Min., Mil. 4,55 21 29 100
58 Enl. Countryman 03727705 Sweecwater River I 2.07 145 19 29 89 133 Daley Resatveir 12707707 Oregon Slough 5 .80 30 27 106G
5% Haticnal 05/12/05 Sweatwater River 1,5,b 1.88 142 24 30 95 134 Baaco 0630409 Oregon Slough I .37 25.5 35 28 100
&0 Enl. (W. M.) Cranor 02/26/06 | Sweetwater River 1 .88 62 23 29 %0 135 Bertagnolll 11/16/08 | Slaughter House Gulch 1,5,D .83 58 15 28 100
61 Enl. Sherlock and Marrin 07727106 Sweetwater River 1 1.30 91 28 28 101 136 Rizzi 11/16/08 Springs 1 .26 18 10 28 160
62 Enl. Schoconaker 09/26/06 Sweetwater River 1 13.93 475.4 19 29 86 137 Bob Jack 07/20/07 Fish Creek 1,5.D 1.81 127 34 29 101
63 Enl. National 03/16/07 Sweetwater River I.5 .85 60 24 kV] 95 138 Jornada 07726709 Fish Creek 1 1.36 95.8 3 28 101
13 Point of Rocks 0s/20/07 Sweatwater River 1 &.11 288.5 & 29 92 135 Jornado Q7726109 Fish Creek I .16 11.4 3 28 101
&5 Point of Rocks 05720707 Sweetwuter River 1 1.93 133 6 29 92 140 Fish Creek 06/25/10 Fish Creck 1 1.32 92.4 14 28 101
£h Prederick 11721108 Sweatwater River 1 31.34 254 24 g 95 141 Bnl. Rinilker 06/ 2702 Pine Creek I 1.66 18 15 29 101
&7 Enl. Canyon 11/21/08 Sweetwater River 1 2.29 160 11 k¢ 94 142 Fish Creek Supply 08/09/09 Pine Creek Supply Ditch 16 29 101
68 Beaver Dam 11/10/09 Swaerwarer River I 1.13 43 19 28 9 143 Blair 10/06/10 Pine Creek 1,5,D 2,497 208 1 28 101
69 Enfgrant Road 04/25/10 | Sweetwater River I 37 34 6 29 92 Lk Enl. Blair 07/19/12 | Pine Creek 1,5, .35 24.6 H 28 101
0 Crancr Extension 04725710 Sweatwater River 1 .37 26 22 29 50 145 Roach 06/29/03 Lander Creek 1.5 2.04 143 15 29 103
71 Jacolb 07/02/10 Sweetwater River 1 1.76 123 23 30 95 146 Short 06/25/03 Lander Cresik 1,8 1.05 T4 24 2% 103
22 Meyers 07/02/10 | Sweetwatsr River I 3.52 246.6 27 30 95 147 Jengen No. 1 06/29/03 | Lander Cresk 1,8 1.64 115 [ 29 103
73 Heyers 07/02/1¢ | Sweatwater River 1 L.46 100.2 27 30 95 B48 ord 06/29/03 | Ord Creek 1,5 1.40 48 28 30 103
T4 HT 08/15/11 Swectwater River 1.5 2.17 152 34 0 91 149 Long 06729703 Blucher Creek I8 .92 B5 19 29 102
s Enl. Hational 08/16/11 | Sweatwater River 1,8 .31 22 24 30 95 150 Jengen Ho. 2 06/29/03 | Blucher Creek 1,5 2.92 205 35 10 103
6 Miller 05/06/12 Sweetwater River I 1.80 126 1] 29 95 151 Larson No. 1 03/26/08 Blucher Creek 1 1.1t 18 26 30 103
1 Enl. Three Crossings 08/ 30/12 Sweetwater River 1,5,b L8B3 58 kY 30 91 152 Larson Ho. 2 03/26f08 Blucher Creek 1 1.47 103 1 29 103
78 Enl. Thtee Crogeings 08/30/12 Sweetwater River 1,8,D 1.18 83 n 30 921 153 Laraon No, 3 11/29/12 Blucher Craek I,5,D .56 ki 26 30 103
79 Enl. ¥o. 2 Schoonmaker 01/07f1L3 Sweetwater River 1 3.00 209.8 15 29 87 154 Lateon Ho. & 11/28/12 Elucher Creck L .28 20 1 29 103

lp-Domestic; I-Irrigation; Ind.-Industrial; Mil.-Milling; Min.-Mining; 5-Stock; Preferred-These appropriations of water to be allowed to flow La the atream in liew of the return flow which the stream received in the past from these rights aod fn exchamge for water to be stored in the Upper

Rock Creek Reservoir, not to axcaed 2,800 acre fest.
*5.5.-Supplemental Supply-
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WYOMING
EXECUTIVE DEPARTYMENT
CHEYENNE

B ovennon July 25, 1978

Honorable Cecil D. Andrus
Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: L58(410)
Dear Mr., Secretary:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the draft
Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study Report. I agree with the
central recommendation that the portion of the river in question
not be recommended for designation in the National Wild and
Scenic River System., This recommendation was made because the
segment failed to meet the minimum length criterion of 25 miles,

In addition, the report cites other factors which also
constitute valid reasons why the segment should not be included
in the national system. Scenic, recreational, geologic,
archeologic, fish and wildlife values were found not to be
"outstandingly remarkable." Therefore, I disagree with the
recommendation that should a contiguous portion of the river be
recommended for inclusion, this segment should also be included.
Apparently the segment would have been ineligible under these
criteria except for a finding that the historic values are
"outstandingly remarkable.,"” This finding was based upon the
relationship of this area to various historic trails. However,
the connection between the trails and the stream segment is
tangential at best. The trails are located only in the extreme
eastern part of the study corridor. I can see no way in which
preservation, study, or enjoyment of the trails would be enhanced
by including this segment in the Wild and Scenic River system.

I also disagree with the recommendation that Sweetwater
Canyon be managed as an "Outstanding Natural Area” by the Bureau
of Land Management. That seems to be at variance with the
findings of this report that this is not an outstanding natural
area., The restraints upon use of an "Outstanding Natural Area"
seem comparable to those upon a Wild and Scenic River. If an



Honorable Cecil D. Andrus
July 25, 1978
Page 2

area is ineligible for the latter, it should also be excluded
from the former,

There are some natural values worth protecting on this
portion of the Sweetwater River. Those values can best be
safequarded under the present management by federal, state, and
local authorities. There are no imminent or reasonably foreseen
threats to the river. It is protected by its present
inaccessibility, low visitation, and lack of potential for
mineral, agricultural, or other development. Designation as a
Wild and Scenic River or as an Outstanding Natural Area would do
more harm than good by encouraging an influx of visitors through
the resulting publicity. Therefore, I suggest that the area be
left as it is and that no federal designations are necessary.

Yours sincerely,

-+

p
A

y‘ .._*.1‘*_, \.fw"%_,(_};__‘_/
- 7,
EH/alj W

cc: Honorable Clifford P. Hansen
Honorable Teno Roncalio
Mr. George Christopulos
Mr. Myron Goodson

"
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 410 - Room 121L
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250 for info and f1le
cg=190~
8/2
August 1§ 1978

Honorabie Cecil D. Andrus
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

UDear Mr. Secretary:

This is in reply to your June 12, 1978, letter requesting our views
on your Department's proposed report on the Sweetwater River in
Wyoming.

We agree with the study findings and conciusions that the 9.5-mile
segment of river does not meet the criteria for inclusion in the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Although the criterion of
25 miles in length as a measure of eligibility is only a guideline,
we believe it is fully applicable in the case of the Sweetwater.
The remoteness of the river and the lack of access, along with the
plan of management proposed for the Federal lands, should provide
the necessary protection to the natural values associated with this
short segment of river. In the event the upstream segment of the
river is authorized for study, we will be pleased to participate and
help evaluate the agricultural impact of a wild and scenic river
designation.

We appreciate the opportunity to review your proposed report.

Sincerely,

Bob Rargland

Seorgm




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

19 JuL 1979

Honorable Cecil D. Andrus
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C., 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In compliance with Section 4(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
the views of the Secretary of the Army were requested for the draft
report prepared by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Sexvice
on the Sweetwater River, Wyoming. Your correspondence was referred
to as L58(410).

We have reviewed the report and, as formulated, foresee no conflict
with projects or programs of this Department,

We appreciate the oppertunity to review your report,

Sincerely,

.Michael Blumenfeld

Deputy Under Secretary



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
-vl"‘i REGION Vih
1000 LINCOLN STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80205

SEP 14 178 -
-2 2 g
»22 8 =
Ref: 8MW-EE 22 ° g
-‘Q;; =] o
Mr. Robert Herbst bE5 ol
Assistant Secretary a2z = =
Fish, Wild11fe and Parks 2o 3
U.S. Department of the Interior T o B

L]

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herbst:

The Sweetwater W{ld and Scenic Draft Study Report, prepared by
-the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and the Bureau of Land Management,

has been reviewed with interest by my staff,

The authors of the Report evaluated-the river segment using
thefr two-step process, (1) evaluation of data, and (2) utilizatfon
of public input. (See page 1-4 of the report.) They concluded that,
“Even though ineligible because of length, the river was found to be
eligible fn all other resptcts," for inclusion in the Nationa) Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. iemphasis added)

We would 1ike to call your attention to two other statements
within the report. First, in Chapter 4, page IV-3 we noted the state-
ment concerning the river segment, "Although the river possesses
excellent fish and wildlife values, the only outstanding and remarkable
values found were historic qualities.” (emphasis added) Second, on
page IV-1 same chapter, we find that, "A river is eligible for inclusion
in the system if it possesses one or more outstandingly remarkable
scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, or other
similar values." (emphasis added) The collective Tntent of these
statements we believe is supportive of designation under the Act for
this segment of the Sweetwater River,

The only criterion that rendered the Sweetwater River study seg-
ment ineligible for inclusion under the Act was length; however, in
this case we believe the length criterion to be of Insufficient signi-

ficance for the following reasons.
1. Congress authorized the study for only 9.5 miles,
2. The river has an outstanding historical qualification,



2
3. Wldiife values are excellent,

4. Water quality i{s suitable for primary and secondary contact
recreation and fish and aquatic 1ife propagation,

5. And, the river, {f designated as wild and scenic, uoqu be
Tong enough to provide a meaningful experience.

Further, the guldelines themselves allow designation in this case.
The guidelines provide that "a shorter segment that possesses ocutstanding
quatification may be included in the system” and the draft report admitted
that the historic values were "outstandingly remarkable." Although the
draft report does not apply the above provision allowing destgnation,
it does so based on a determination that the historic values were of
*4ynsuffictent significance." As the sole reason given 1n the draft
report for not allowing designation of the Sweetwater River is 1ts length,
there must be adequate justificatfon for not applying provision of the guide-
Tines which allows designation of shorter segments.

Our primary concern {s that the excellent water quality and historic
q2!1:nnmenI_9f_tha.s:udegrgg_Qg_ggg;ggted. e belfeve that this can
best be done by designating the river seagment for protection under the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

ncerely yours,

Alan Merson
Regfonal Administrator

¢c: Don Bock
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¥r. Alan Herson

Regional Administrator _
Eavironmental Protectica Agency NOV 16 1378
1560 Lincoln Street

Denver, Colorado 50295

Peax Mr. MHerson:

Tour thoughtful letter of Septesber 14 regarding the potential ot
of tha Swastuvater Diver iz Wyoning &s a component of tha Iatd prp-_ieiid
and Scealc Eivers System is spprecisted, ARAr W S S g

-~

The points you raise with raspect to the historic and figh and wildiite
values in the area and tha quality of water ia the estudy segment were
considered during the study teaa's deliderations over the desivabilicy

of exempting the river frem the 25-mile limitation. It was the texu's
Judgnent that while & river may be added Lf it posgessed ona or ore
outstapding rowarkable values, an exception should be considered only
when the resource values were exceptionally cutstanding clearly Suatifying
tha exception.

The study toam's dacicfon was that the uasjor historie values wers restricted
to 8 gmall area at the extrena lower end of the study area where the

Cregon, Hormon, sud Overland Tralls crossed the river, The Bureau of

Lland Yagnagement has withdrawa 602 acres of land in this arce from mining
and monages the landa to protect portions of the Oreson Trail. Thias

action and other prograns such as the Satloaal BRogister of llstoric

Sites offax the potentisl to adegquately protect the najor historic

values of tha arocsa.

The excellent wildlife values ddontified wers aswocisted primcrily with

tha presencs, or possible prasence, of several big gasme species including
moose, desr, and antelope. While mule deer utilize the canyon as year
aveund range, the other species utilize it as winter range or jnteraitteantly.
Thus the opportunity for a rivexr user to observe these aninmals during

the tecreation season ls limited.

Ovar 902 of the lend in tha viver corridor is adoinictered by tie Berean
of lond Management. That agemcy has projosed withdrawal of some &,3C0
acras of land along the river as an Cutstanding latural Arca, This
includes the Orcgon Trail witkirawel and neerly all of the study ccrridorw.
Tks praservation of the scenic vslves apd nstural wouders of an arex in



their natural condition i{s the primary management objective in an Outetanding
Hatural Area. The nonfederal lands in the area are in two tracts; a 64-
acre tract of State land at the ypper end of the segnent and & 154-acre
privately owned tract involving sbout 0.3 miles of river at the lower

end, Thus, the major portion of the segment will be in s protected land
classification.

Prior to this segoent of the Sweetwater River being designated for
study, the Department had recommended the study of 56 miles of the
Sweetwater from the source to Chimmey Creek. This f{ocluded the segment
covered in our report. Ic his May 1977 tnviroumental Message, the
President recommended that the Sweetwater from its source to Wilson's
Bar be designated for study. This ares is immediately upstraan from
that in our report. As noted in our report, if the upstrean segment
qualifies, the 9.5-xile segunent could be included in any proposal for
Jasignation, We remain convinced that the sagment proposed by the
Preaident 1is a potential candidate for inclusion in the Uational Syscem.
Accordingly, we proposse to resubmit our legislative proposal.

The foregoing factors together with the lack of any immediate or reasonably
foresesable threat to the river sagment led to the decision not to make
an exception to the 25-mile limitation.

Your interast and cooperation in the wild and scenic rivers progra= is
appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) Bob Herhst

Robert L. Herbst
Asgistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks

bee: Secretary's File Copy
Secretary's Reading File (2)
FW
Regional Director, Rocky Mouantain Region, w/¢ of inc.
Zlffgfger. Denver Service Center, w/c of inc.
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* « DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
& WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410

A e

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
FOR COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELGPMENT N REPLY REFER TOr

Honorable Cecil D. Andrus
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your letter to Secretary Harris of June 12, 1978, requesting review and
comment on the draft report on the Sweetwater River in Wyoming in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, has been
referred to our Denver Regional Office for response.

The Regional Administrator is cognizant of the river study area and the
Department's program relating thereto. If there are substantial con-
cerns in reference to the Department's programs in the area or the
findings and recommendations of the study report, you will be advised by
the Regional Administrator, Ms. Betty Miller, Denver, Colorado 80802.
She will therefore provide the Department's views which are to accompany
the report to the President.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the proposal.

eputy Assistant Secretary



REGIONAL OFFICE
EXECUTIVE TOWER - 1405 CURTIS STREET
2090w DENVYER, COLORADO 80202

July 14, 1978

O
) f‘“‘ % DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVEILLOPMENT
5
&

REGION Vil

Honorable Cecil D. Andrus

Secretary of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to advise you that the Denver Regional Office, Department
of Housing and Urban Development, has no substantive comments to
make in regard to the “Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study
Report" (DRAFT), dated March, 1978. We are aware that this proposal
is consistent with the Missouri River Basin Water Resource Plan,

dated August, 1977 (Reference: Plan Element PN 48, Platte -

Niobrara Subbasin}.

Sincerely,
Betty Miller ($é;7

Regional Administrator

Insuring Qffices
Casper, Wyoming + Danver, Colorado - Fargo, North Dakota - Helens, Montans + Salt Lake City, Utah- Sioux Falls, South Dakota



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY

SUITE 1822, PRUDENTIAL PLAZA BUILDING
1050 SEVENTEENTH STREET
DENVER, COLORADD 80202

REGION VIl July 13, 1978

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Gentlemen:

Thank you for the opportunity to review your draft environmental
impact statement cancerning the Sweetwater River in Wyoming.

Ke have no substantive comments to make on this EIS.

Sincerely,

Z);e’éxé M—-d_émz;m,%ﬂjb

WILLIAM C. EVANS
Senior Staff Officer



ADDRESS QNLY THE DIRECTOR,
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.€. 20240

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/ES/EC

JUL 25 1978
Memorandum
Director, National Park Service
ACTING DEPUTY ASSOCIATE '

From: Director, Fish and Wildlife Service

Subject: Sweetwater River (Wyoming) Wild and Scenic River
Study~-~Comment on Department's Draft Report

In response to the Secretary's letter of June 12, we have
reviewed the subiject report and have no comments to make
on it.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the report.

e



United States Department of the Interior

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092

In Reply Refer To: July 25, 1978

EGS-Mail Stop 441

Memorandum

To: Acting Chairman, Interdepartmental Study Group on Wild
and Scenic Rivers

From: Thomas J. Buchanan, Geological Survey

Subject: Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study Report

The Department's draft report on the Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River,
Wyoming, has been reviewed by personnel in our Cheyenne, wyoming,‘
office. Our reviewer feels that those portions of the draft

report dealing with hydrology are complete and accurate., Thank you

for giving us an opportunity to review this report.

'/.—-Tri - ;

o \ b g
! '/’L oy el \ - '-\. .-k\. N
Thomas d./ Buchanan
w



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Trust Services
wWildlife & Parks

459
Memor andum JUL 31 1978
To: Director, National Park Service
Attention: Robert L. Eastman
From: P\C’i\“&.rector, Office of Trust Responsibilities
Subject: Draft - Sweetwater Wild and Scenic River Study Report
This is in reply to the Secretary's June 12 letter File: L58(410) to
the Administrator, Envirommental Protection Agency, requesting comments
on the subject document.
Following our cursory review of the study report, we are of the opinion
that our trust responsibilities will not be involved. Thank you for
providing us with the opportunity to review the draft.,
T
s,
3 )
F
% &

77761910



I8 REPLY RIFER |-:

United States Department of the Interior  83s1.2 (370)

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Memorandum
To: Director, National Park Service
Through: Assistant Secretary, Land and Water Resources

From: Assistant Director, Resources
Bureau of Land Management

Subject: Review of Gunnison and Sweetwater Rivers Wild and Scenic
River Proposals

We have reviewed the above named reports. We commend the study
teams for producing two excellent reports. We agree with both

reporte and have no further comments.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY

mum:z 725 = x.f*_
121, = S
AUG 7- 1978 @
o ¥
-~ -E
&
=
Memorandum -~

To: Director, National Park Service

L ]
From: Commissioner of Reclamation . % -— it
Wi

Subject: Review of Draft Report on the Sweetwater
Scenic River Study

This is in response to the June 12, 1978, letter from Secretary Andrus
to Mr, Douglas M. Costle (copy to this office) distributing the
subject draft for review.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this report, We find the
report to be satisfactory, and have no objections to its release,



As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of
the Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our
land and water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and
recreation areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these rescurces.
The department also has major responsibility for American Indian
reservation communities and for people who live in island territories
under U.S. administration. NPS 1455



