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Jocality of the affected area, after appropriate notice and publication
of the date, time, and location of such hearing. After a ﬁperson having
an interest which is or may be adversely affected has filed a petition
and before the hearing, as required by this subsection, any person may
intervene by filing allegations of facts with supporting evidence which
would tend to establish the allegations. Within sixty days after such
hearing, the regulatory authority shall issue and furnish to the peti-
tioner and any other party to the hearing, a written decision regarding
the petition, and the reasons therefore. In the event that all the peti-
tioners stipulate agreement prior to the requested hearing, and with-
draw their request, such hearing need not be held.

(d) Prior to designating any land areas as unsuitable for sur-
face coal mining operations, the regulatory authority shall prepare a
detailed statement on (i) the potential coal resources of the area, (i1)
the demand for coal resources, and (iii) the impact of such designation
on the environment, the ecoromy, and the supply of coal.

(e) After the enactment of this Act and subject to valid existing
rights no surface coal mining operations except those which exist on
the date of enactment of this Act shall be permitted—

(1) on any lands within the boundaries of units of the National
Park System, the National Wildlife Refuge Systems, the National
System of Trails, the National Wilderness Preservation System,
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System, including study rivers desig-
nated under section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and
National Recreation Areas designated by Act of Congress;

(2) on any Federal lands within the boundaries of any national
forest : Provided, however, That surface coal mining operations
may be permitted on such lands if the Secretary finds that there
are no significant recreational, timber, economic, or other values
Wh&'ch may be incompatible with such surface mining operations
and—

(A) surface operations and impacts are incident to an
underground coal mine; or

(B) where the Secretary of Agriculture determines, with
respect to lands which do not have significant forest cover
within those national forests west of the 100th meridian, that
surface mining is in compliance with the Multiple-Use Sus-
tained-Yield Act of 1960, the Federal Coal Leasing Amend-
ments Act of 1975, the National Forest Management Act of
1976, and the provisions of this Act: And provided further,
That no surface coal mining operations may be permitted
within the boundaries of the Custer National Forest;

(8) which will adversely affect any publicly owned park or
places included in the National Register of Historic Sites unless
approved jointly by the regulatory authority and the Federal,
State, or local agency with jurisdiction over the park or the
historic site ;

(4) within one hundred feet of the outside right-of-way line of
any public road, except where mine access roads or haulage roads
join such right-of-way line and except that the regulatory author-
ity may permit such roads to be relocated or the area affected to
lie within one hundred feet of such road, if after public notice and
opportunity for public hearing in the locality a written finding
is made that the interests of the public and the landowners
affected thereby will be protected; or

(3) within three hundred feet from any occupied dwelling,
unless waived by the owner thereof, nor within three hundred
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