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Jim B. Higginbotham Dist. No. 1 Fernandina Beach

John A. Crawford Dist. No. 2 Fernandina Beach
Tom Branan Dist. No. 3 Yulee
P.O. Box 1010 James E. Testone Dist. No. 4 Hilliard
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32035-1010 Jimmy L. Higginbotham  Dist. No. 5 Caliahan

T.J. “Jerry” GREESON
Ex-Officio Clerk

MICHAEL S. MULLIN

June 22, 1994 County Attorney
RECEIVED

National Park Service JUN 30 1934

Richard B. Russell Federal Building NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

75 Spring Street, S.W. AL PARK SERVIC

Room 1020 ( S DIVISION

Atlanta, GA 30303

In Re: St. Marys River Wild & Scenic River Study
October, 1993

Dear Sir:

We the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida,
hereby officially oppose the designation of the St. Marys River as
a wild and scenic river and oppose its designation as a part of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Done this 27th day of June, 1994 in Regular Session.

Sincerely,

n A. Crawfor

hairman
Board of County Commissioners
Nassau County, Florida

(904) 225-9021 Board Room; 321-5703, 879-1029, 355-6275

An Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Employer



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the St. Marys River Wild and Scenic River Study
(October 1993) has been completed for comment, and

WHEREAS, the study fails to recognize the St. Marys River
Management Committee as a potential regional caretaker of the river
for the purpose of providing future management activities along the
study area of the St. Marys Rlver, and

WHEREAS, Alternative A of the plan does recognlze that urban
expansion pressure in the St. Marys/Kingsland area is outside the
area under proposed consideration for designation, and

WHEREAS, the Camden County Board of Commissioners has adopted
a Regional River Corridor Protection Plan being forwarded to the
St. Marys River Management Committee for discussion and comment and
possible adoption by the Committee and member Governments also
recognizing this same urbanizing area, and

WHEREAS, this Committee has not been included in this study
process as promised in initial meetings as part of a public citizen
advisory group which was not established;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the lack of the use
of the Committee, and setting up of said citizens advisory group
for consistent input during the study period, the Camden County
Board of Commissioners does agree with the St. Marys River
Management Committee recommendation that the St. Marys River not be
included in the National Wild and Scenic River system at this time.

Adopted in legal assembly this 22nd day of June, 1994.

Camden County Board of Commissioners

A I T S

Tilden L. Norris’,”Chairman

ATTEST:

ttie W. Dunbar, County Clerk

=&
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Since 1854

1 /
Wm WILLIAM J. "JACKIE" CARTER, Chairman
* ' BILL CHESSER, Vice Chaiman

ALBERT SMITH, Commissioner
GENE CRAWFORD, Commissioner
EVERETT DALE GARARD, SR., Commissioner

BoArD oF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MRS. ROSA MAE BROOKS. Clerk

W. VINCENT SETTLE, lll, Attomey

100 S. THRD STREET * FOLKSTON, GEORGIA 31537 WAYNE MORGAN, County Road Superintendent

TELEPHONE (912) 496-2549
June 09, 1994

National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W.

Room 1020

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Re.: St. Marys River Wild &
Scenic River Study
October 1993

We, the Commissioners of Charlton County, Georgia, hereby
unanimously and officially oppose the designation of the
St. Marys River as a '"Wild and Scenic River'" and oppose
its designation as a part of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

So ordered and signed this 9th day of June, 1994,

CHARLTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

‘ZZQQ;ZZZ;¢b~ ‘éZ;Z:ZZ;

William Jacksjy/'arter, Chairman

XC: St. Marys River Study Committee

ga/ema? lo e % eaa/é%/ @Ae%)wéee %/a/medd



Baker County

Board of Commissioners

55 NO. THIRD STREET

MACCLENNY, FLORIDA 32063 ~
Telephone 259-3613
EDNA B. SANDS TERENCE M. BROWN w
CLERK TO BOARD June 8, 1994 COUNTY ATTORNEY

National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Bldg.
75 Spring Street, S. W.

Room 1020

Atlanta, GA 30303

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Re: St. Marys River Wild & Scenic
River Study - October, 1993

The Baker County Board of Commissioners voted in regular
session June 7, 1994, to officially oppose the designation of
the St. Marys River as a wild and scenic river and oppose its
designation as a part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act.

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact.

us.
Sincerely,
Toéi;mggz*an OQA~M>\\
Chairman of the Board
TD/sc )

Xc: Joe Hopkins, Co-Chairman
St. Marys River Mgmt. Committee

wa

TOMMY DORMAN ALEX ROBINSON CLIFTON BARTON MELVIN DOWLING STEVE KENNEDY
DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 5

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER"
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St. Marys River Management Committee

= Post Office Box 251
Folkston,Georgia 31537
Telephone (912) 496-2549

June 7, 1994

Mr. Wallace Brittain

Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

In Re: St. Marys River Wild & Scenic River Study
Response of St. Marys River Management Committee

Dear Wallace:

The following response has been prepared and approved by the
St. Marys River Management Committee as their official position
with regard to the St. Marys River Wild & Scenic River Study
dated October 1993, prepared by Southeast Regional Office,
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

This study completely dismisses the viability of the St.
Marys River Management Committee to provide management activities
on the St. Marys River. This is evident from the standpoint that
Alternative A which provides for "no action" (reference page 25
of the report and page 63 of the report) makes no reference to
the fact that Alternative A would provide for management of the
St. Marys River by the St. Marys River Management Committee as
currently existed by Interlocal Agreement, adopted by Charlton
and Camden County, Georgia and Nassau and Baker County, Florida.
In addition, Alternative A does state that the urban expansion
would be in the St. Marys/Kingsland area, however, this area is
outside of the area to be designated under the proposal and
therefore increased population in these areas would have no
effect on the designated portion of the river.

" It is also the position of the St. Marys River Management
Committee that we reject Alternative B, C and D. The only
support that has been given for any of these alternatives has
come from a group named the "Friends of the St. Marys River"
which is an offshoot of the Nassau Sierra Club. Their position
with regard to the St. Marys River is the same as their position
with all private lands in that they wish to have total government

control.




Mr. Wallace Brittain

Page Three

June 7, 1994

In Re: Response of St. Marys River Management Committee

A citizen advisory group was to be established to assist during w
this study, however, this has not been done. There has in fact
been absolutely no local involvement with regard to preparing the
study. The only group which has been actively meeting,
discussing and working on concerns of the river has been the St.
Marys River Management Committee which is now formed by
Interlocal Agreement among the four counties involved. The
importance and potential effect of this committee has been
completely dismissed by the study as a viable alternative.

It is therefore, the official position of the St. Marys
River Management Committee that the St. Marys River not be
included in the National Wild & Scenic River system.

This _6th day of June . , 1994.

(6 2t Zd s
i?e Hopkigs - Co-Chairman

.

___J Ly
Ralphk Simmons - Co-Chairman

.

<a
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* Friends of the Saint Mary’s River =
P.O. Box 1159
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034

November 3, 1993

Dear Mr. Cooley,

In August, the National Park Service issued a draft report
recommending Wild and Scenic River status for 71.5 miles of the
St. Mary's River, the boundary waters between Georgia and
Florida.

We write to you now to urge your SUpport for this critical
designation. Friends of the St. Mary's River is a coalition of
groups from Florida and Georgia working to protect this river.

Members of this group have seen the abuse suffered Hy other
rivers such as the Suwanee in Florida and the Ogeechee in
Georgia, two rivers which did not receive Wild and Scenic
protection and have now degraded significantly.

The Wild and Scenic River Program seeks to maintain a
river's current water quality. The St. Mary's River is an
excellent candidate for this federal protection. Local
Jurlsdlctlon is ineffectively split between two states and four

- rural counties (Camden and Charlton Counties, Georgia, and Baker

and Nassau Counties, Florida). Two of these counties, however,
are experiencing increasing growth from tourism and Kings Bay
Naval Base.

In addition to the NPS study, a .recent study using EPA funds
by Florida's St. John's River Water Management District, with
cooperation from Georgia's Dept. of Natural Resources, also
recommends prompt inclusion of the St. Mary's River in the Wild
and Scenic Program, concluding that this river is in a rare
condition of excellent water quality and undisturbed landscape.

We strongly support protecting this river now, and feel that
any delay will surely condemn the St. Mary's to degradation from
pollution and overdevelopment, and condemn taxpayers to debts
(like the Everglades) for future cleanups incurred by short-
sighted lack of management.

Please let us know your thoughts. ' s

Sihcerely,ﬂwﬁﬁm.

Jacqueline G. Herterich
573 Marsh Hen Lane
Fernandina Beach, FL. 32034
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AUdUbOn SOCICty ~ 666 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
A Washington, DC 20003
(202) 547-9009

(202) 547-9022 fax

November 30, 1993

Mr. Joe Cooley

National Park Service

Planning & Federal Programs Division
75 Spring St., SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley:

On behalf of the more than one-half million National Audubon Society members,
we urge you to support designation of the St. Mary's River as a Wild and Scenic
River. The National Audubon Society strongly supports this designation to help
preserve the pristine condition of this beautiful river, flowing between Florida and
Georgia.

The quality of water and surrounding landscape of the St. Mary's River remain in
excellent condition today, but is threatened by increasing tourism, over-
development and pollution to become severely degraded. Therefore we feel an
urgency to include St. Mary's River in the Wild and Scenic Program. The National
Audubon Society strongly supports Alternative D in the Alternatives and
Conclusion section of National Park Service Study of this area which would provide
"Congressional designation of all or part of the eligible portion of the St. Mary's
River with special legislation establishing a local river management council." This
alternative would not only provide the river the protection it needs and deserves,
but includes necessary local control.

If there is any information we can provide to you about this beautiful and unique
river, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your consideration and
dedication to the protection of this river and its surrounding communities.
Sincerely,

12520 Cmn

Brock Evans,
Vice President for
National Issues

c::g:;_. Sen. Sam Nunn, Rep. Jack 'Kihgston, Sen. Paul Coverdell, Dan Williams

Printed on recycled paper

By
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COASTAL OFFICE: 711 Sandtown Road, Savannah. Georgia 31410 ® 912-897-6462  Fax: 912.897-6470

June 23, 1994

Mr. Wallace C. Brittain

Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
National Park Service

Southeast Regional Office

75 Spring Street, SW, Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brittain:

On behalf of The Georgia Conservancy, I would like to
offer comments on the Draft St. Marys River Wild and
Scenic River Study. In response to your call for
comments, we have reviewed the draft report, which
proposes that a segment of the river be designated for
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

In 1990, The Georgia Conservancy testified before the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on
Public Lands, National Parks and Forests. In our remarks
we noted that the St. Marys River is one of the nation’s
outstanding free-flowing rivers. We further noted the
river’s richness as habitat for endangered species such
as the West Indian manatee, the bald eagle and shortnosed

sturgeon.

In addition, excellent water quality and the natural
beauty of the St. Marys led The Georgia Conservancy to
conclude that legislation should be passed to study the
St. Marys for possible inclusion in the system. We were
confident that the study would conclude that the St.
Marys was eligible for inclusion in the National System.
We agree now with the findings of the study that the
river is indeed uniquely qualified.

The Georgia Conservancy _is firmly in support of

Alternative "D" of the Draft Report. This alternative
would designate 71.8 miles as a locally-managed component
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Local
opposition to federal management is apparent, and not
altogether unreasonable. The local management option,
however, is a unigque approach that has the potential to
resolve the issues, such as private property rights,




page two
Mr. Wallace C. Brittain
June 23, 1994

while further protecting the St. Marys River corridor.
Local management would also enhance efforts to preserve
the values considered important by local residents.

The population in the St. Marys River basin has increased
dramatically due to the presence of the Trident Submarine
Base. The rate of increase during the 1980’s was 125%,
and Camden County is still growing at a rate much higher
than the state average. Increased human activities will
continue to place a heavier burden on the St. Marys
River. '

The Georgia Conservancy believes that Wild and Scenic
River designation, and particularly the local management
component, will provide the framework necessary for
Georgians to participate in preserving the natural and
cultural resources associated with the St. Marys River.

Thank 'you for your consideration of these comments.

Vice President for Coastal Programs

c: Carolyn Boyd Hatcher
Wesley Woolf

+

Bg
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CoastaL GEORGIA AUDUBON SOCIETY

Post Orrice Box 1726
St. SMons IsLaND, GEORGIA 31522
JUNE 19, 1994

Mr. Joe Cooley
National Park Sevice

75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 .

Dear Mr. Cooley:

I am writing to you as the Conservation Chair of the Coastal Georgia Audubon Society and
also as a concerned citizen. I have lived in Coastal Georgia for a number of years having
moved here from Atlanta. Growing up in Atlanta I experienced first-hand the impact of
population growth and corresponding development. I am now very familiar with
environmental issues on the coast. I have served as President of the Coastal Georgia
Audubon Society, Vice President of Glynn Environmental Coalition, Secretary of the
Coastal Georgia Land Trust, Vice President of Friends of the St. Mary's River, and have
also served on a number of Glynn County Advisory Committees. I see a trend here along
the coast which is of concern to me. It sometimes takes a person from outside a
community to more clearly see and make objective observations of what the future reality of
that community might become. I have attended a number of the public hearing held by the
Park Service on the Wild and Scenic Designation for the St. Mary's River. The objections
made extremely clear by the "local” citizenry is all too familiar to me. Ionly wish they
would heed the warnings of Ralph Yarborough from the Ogeechee River Valley
Association when he tells them how his group now wishes they had not fought against this
designation a few years ago. But, as you know, local property owners always think that
they know what is best for their own backyard. What you and I know to be true is that any
additional protection that may be given to this river will be invaluable to the future water
quality and aesthetic beauty of the St. Mary's River.

I ask , no, I plead that the National Park Service place the highest protective designation
possible upon those sections of the river that the study has found to be of significance as
having scenic and recreational value. Please do not overlook the fact that many of us have
not had the time to attend all the meetings but have sent in written comments and feel very
strongly about this designation. I sympathize with the people in Charlton and Camden
counties who fear "another layer" of government bureaucracy. I also know that only by
designating the St. Mary's River as Wild and Scenic will it's beauty and importance as a
water source be protected after current county commissioners pass into history.

I thank you for all your work on this study and commend you on the fine job. Please take
my comments into consideration. I am confident that my words speak for many of the four
hundred Audubon members here in Glynn and Camden counties. Let us know if we can
be of any assistance to you and your efforts.

Sincerely,

Phyllis Bowen
Conservation Chair

Tl




Glynn Environmental Coalition, Inc.
274 Parland Road
Brunswick, Georgia 31525
(912) 265-6428

Mr. Joe Cooley : June 20, 1994 v
National Park Service

Planning and Federal Programs Division

75 Spring Street, SW %
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley,

‘The Glynn Environmental Coalition supports the protection of the
St. Mary's River with a Wild and Scenic Designation. The location of
the St. Mary's River on the boarder of two states makes the protection
of it difficult or impossible. There are few rivers left in our part
of the country that have not been polluted, dredged or over developed.
We owe it to future generations to preserve this majestic and
ecologically diverse river,

Yours,

Daniel Parshley, President
Glynn Environmental Coalition, Inc.

s




SIERRA CLUB FLORIDA CHAPTER
SUBMERGED LANDS COMMITTEE

November 16, 1993

Mr. Joe Cooley

National park Service

Planning and federal Programs Division
75 Spring St, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley,

The Sierra Club Florida Chapter supports Wild and Scenic Rivers designation for the St Marys River.
We further support management of the river by the National Park Service, in cooperation with a
committee including local environmental groups, landowners and recreational users. Protection and
low-impact recreational use of Florida rivers, including the St Marys River, are vital concerns of our
20,000 members in Florida.

Many of our members, including myself, have already enjoyed the remote, unspoiled beauty of the St
Marys River. After paddling hundreds of miles on over two dozen Florida rivers, including more than
one 3-day canoe trip on the St Marys, I can personally attest that the St Marys River specially
deserves the Wild and Scenic Rivers designation.

It is very important to designate the St Marys River now, before the ongoing population increases in
Florida spoil it. The designation will help preserve valuable scenic, recreational, historical and habitat
resources for the benefit of wildlife, fisheries, and both local and statewide residents.

Thank you for considering protection of the St Marys River.

Sincerely,

WW

5& Ma‘mey ST,
Submp;,ged Lanie G .; i
. Sierra Clab Florida €hd

Bay, FL 32906-0275

PO Box 060275Palh £
407:723- 2480



May 23, 1994

<t

Mr. Wallace C. Brittain, Chief
Conservation Assistance Branch
Southeast Regional Office
National Park Service

7% Spring Street S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brittain:

The leadership of our Canoce and Kayak Club have had the
opportunity to read and discuss your October 1993 draft
report on the St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic River Study.
We are pleased with your findings and recommendations.

Oour club is the oldest canoe c¢lub in Northeast Florida and
has a membership of over 100, plus family members. Our club
schedules trips almost every weekend of the year. We have
obviously enjoyed many outings on the St. Mary's River.
However, we are disappointed that your recommendations did
not include the Reach of North Prong from the Junction of
Middle Prong to State Road 2 at Moniac. We feel that this
reach has outstanding and unique scenic value, as does the
rest of the upper segment of the river shown on page 22 of
the report.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on your
draft report. We would appreciate being added to your
mailing list so that we may continue to be advised as the
report moves forward.

4

Sincerely,

GQ Haant

Al Grant, Commodore
Seminole Canoe and Kayak Club

e
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R ayo n i e r : Forest Resources, Southeast

April 6, 1994 Regional Office

Mr. Wallace C. Brittain

Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020

‘\L‘
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Subject: Comments on the October, 1993 Draft Report on the St. Marys River Wild & -Scenic
Study
Dear Mr. Brittain:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your draft report. I appreciate the solicitation of
comments by all interested parties and natural resource professionals in particular.
I have been involved in the management of large forested uplands and wetlands in Nassau-and
Baker Counties, Florida as well as Camden and Charlton Counties, Georgia since 1979. My
comments are based upon that experience and are as follows:
Page 53, Paragraph 2:
"Timbering has been in practice since the early 1900's..." - "Timbering" in our area has been
in practice since the early 1800's. My office is in a building in Fernandina (County seat of
Nassau County) that was built with native lumber in the 1870's.
Page 53, Paragraph Last:
"Non-industrial owners for the most part are producing saw timber." - Two large non-
industrial owners produce a high percentage of sawtimber but most owners produce a mix of
pulpwood and Chip-N-Saw (small sawtimber 8.0" Dbh+). Our small diameter wood markets
are some of the most competitive in North America.
"...long term stand rotation(s) are typical."” - This may be true for some non-industrial owners, 7

but it is by no means "typical”. :

¢

"These timberlands tend to maintain their natural integrity..." - This comment is generally
editorial in nature and probably based on statements made in a report by KBN Engineering and

Applied Sciences. I have seen no data that supports it.

"Due to the typical lack of proper equipment and resources, best management practices (BMP)

have a greater incidence of noncompliance that the industrial owned lands." - There simply is
no lack of proper equipment; the same contractors harvest industrial and non-industrial land in

our area. I have seen no data that supports a higher incidence of BMP noncompliance on non-

4 North 2nd Street « P.O. Box 728 « Fernandina Beach, FL 32035-0728
Telephone (904) 261-3631 . Fax (904) 261-9322
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Mr. Wallace C. Brittain -2- April 6, 1994

industrial land in our area. This is rooted in "editorial" comments from the KBN "report".
The statement is also poorly written and difficult to understand.

Page 54, Paragraph 2:
"KG- blading" is very expensive and seldomly used on industrial land as a site preparation

prescription. :

"Tree density, lack of fire, and mechanical site preparation virtually eliminate natural
groundcover and native habitat." - This is simply an uninformed editorial comment (probably

from the KBN "report"). There are studies that conclude that certain types of site preparation
increase biological diversity over non prepared control plots.

Page 54, Paragraph 6:
"Not one, however, of the county comprehensive plans addresses the St. Marys River basin as

a regionally significant resource or specifically gives protection to the river." - Both the
Nassau and Baker County comprehensive plans adopted the most recent version of the
Silviculture Best Management Practices (BMP's) as a means of protecting the river. The latest
BMP survey by the Florida Division of Forestry indicates a 96.2% compliance rate. The
manual was recently rewritten by a well balanced committee that included: The Nature
Conservancy, Sierra Club, Audubon Society, Florida Defenders of the Environment, Florida
Department of Environmental Regulation, Florida Department of Community Affairs, Florida
Department of Natural Resources, Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission.

Camden County was drafting their plan at the time of your report and Charlton was just
beginning the process.

The river is already protected by several federal, state, and local laws and ordinances. (e.g.
Georgia River Corridor Protection Act, State Water Quality Standards and Anti degradation
Policies, Federal Clean Water Act, etc.).

The "basin" of the river covers 90% of all the land in Baker County and nearly half of Nassau
County (see Page 43). I feel the river itself warrants some discussion, but the "basin" does not
warrant "protection”.

Again, thank you for this opportunity. If I can be of further assistance or answer any
questions, please call me at (904) 321-5507.

Sincerely,




ROGER BASS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Marine Surveyors and Adjusters
10536 Inverness Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32257
(904) 262-4015
Fax (904) 262-0244

-M& 10, 1994

Mr. Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley;

I am very concerned about the environment in Northeast Florida. I
think the most important issue right now is the St. Marys river.
This is a unique and important river system that is part of the
very unique Okefenokee ecosystem. As a life long Florida resident,
I continue to see pristine and beautiful areas slowly or quickly
degraded, most of which is irreversible. We have a window of
opportunity and must act now.

Please designate the St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. Thank you.

Sincerely,

(X

Roger'D. Bass

SAMS - Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors - Accredited
NAMS - National Association of Marine Surveyors - Associate

(3]

At
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Phone 912-449-5271

6080 Voigt Bridge Rd.

wallace C. Brittain, Chief
Conservation Assistance Branch
National Park Service

75 Spring Street, SW, Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr, Brittain:

Thank you for the draft report on the St. Marys River Wild and
Scenic River Study sent to my husband, William Voigt, Jr,

He considered the St. Marys one of our country's most beautiful
rivers -- and he knew most of them, having published a National
Fishing Guide in 1946, and devoted more than 40 years to resources
conservation, most of it at the national level.

Unfortunately, he did not live to see the completion of this study;
he died on November 2, 1991.

While he cannot comment on the study or assist in implementation
of any of its conclusicns, he would surely approve protection of
suitable portions of the St. Marys as a Wild and Scenic River,
having advocated just that for many, many years.
Sincerely yours,
=R \{s.xaz__

Mrs., wm. Voigt, Jr.
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¢ Canoeing Outdoor Adventures

¢ Kayaking 6110 -7 Powers Ave.
* Bicycling : Jacksonville, FL. 32217
. B.ackpack.ing/ Hiking (904) 739-1960
¢ River Cruises FAX (904) 739-2216

* Hot-Air Ballooning

>

North Florida’s Premier Outfitter For Backcountry & Wilderness Excursions

Mr. Joe Cooley

National Park Service

Planning and Federal Programs Division
75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Re: '"Wild & Scenic" Designation
St. Mary's River

June 17, 1994

Dear Mr. Cooley:

On behalf of our company and its employees, I want to express
our appreciation for the opportunity to provide comments in support
of the "Wild and Scenic'" designation of the St. Mary's River. We
also want to thank the NPS for undertaking the study of the St.
Mary's corrider. The findings set forth in the Draft Report -
October 1993 are most informative and hopefully will provide the
basis for approval for this much needed protection.

Having traveled its length several times by canoe and kayak, I
can testify that the St. Mary's River is one of the few remaining
places of natural and unspoiled beauty in this part of the United
States. ’ '

In addition to the fundamental issue of protecting the river,
there are several other important considerations which support its
designation under the federal wild and scenic legislation.

The river's importance to tourism is reflected in the increasing
interest and travel dollars spent by active travelers seeking such
places as the St. Mary's River. The substantial growth of this
industry (referred to by some as '"eco-tourism") can be seen in the
rapid growth of such publications as Qutside, Backpacker, '

Canoe & Kayak, and Paddler - to name just a few.

Eco-tourism has in recent years undergone enormous growth and
will continue to do so. This group of active travelers is
represented by people seeking clean water, wilderness areas,
primitive camping, and abundant wildlife that they can experience in
a natural setting.

Because the St. Mary's constitutes the border between Florida
and Georgia, it is particularly well suited for wild and scenic
designation. Without such designation, its protection would be
dependant upon a hodge-podge of states (2) and counties (4)
laws/ordinances, as well as unpredictable enforcement practices.



We urge your support for Alternative D of the draft report which
is the choice favored by the NPS as well as the Friends of the St.
Mary's - a local citizen$ group supporting protection of the river.

The objections which have been raised by the opponents are based
largely upon assumptions and fears which have not proven to be
legitimate in other similar cases. While it is understandable that <>
the large and powerful landowners along the river might protest,
these local and narrow proprietary interests should not outweight the
interests of all our citizens to enjoy a natural resource and ensure <
its protection for future generations. If we do not act respon51bly
now, our grandchildren may not be able to enjoy the river's beauty as
we do now.

One only needs to look at a map of the "wild and scenic" rivers
- which have been so designated in the United States to see the great
need for such protection in this part of the country. While there
are many rivers which have achieved '"Wild and Scenic' protection in
other parts of the country - the southeast and particularly Florida,
has precious few.

We strongly urge your active support for wild and scenic
designation of this beautiful natural resource.

Very truly yours,

«6§;wa¢rﬁ._———""’

Solomon

L/
Wii. Howar
President

cc: Winifred Stephenson, Friends
: of the St. Mary's
Dan Donaldson, Sierra Club
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* Committee’ ;has- £o

= Friends of the Saint Mary's River
P.O. Box 1159
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034

June 21,1904

Mr. Jaseph Conley
National Park Service
Planning and Federal Programs Division
75 Spring Street, SW
Atlanta, Ga. 30303
Dear Joe:
re; ut Mary' s_River wWild and

In response to you
coalltlon would la.ke to

this pr alo

feel that 1nc0j'

River.. .

Also, as | :
management commit: t “wtthout o g
from the envxronmental and recreat10na1 communitias_

Again, the impending impacts of growth and development in
the St. Mary's River Basin will have a disastrous effect on this
historically clean and scenic river. With Alternative D in
place., local knowledge of the river, its inhabitants and ite
history will combine with a unified federal enforcement of laws.
We feel the St. Mary's River's watar guality would be better
protected hy this combinaed plan than by any local efforts.

Tn addition, I am enclosing copice of 120 signatures,
primarily from Georgia, of a petition directed to Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt in support of the Wild and Scenic
desgignation.

Sincerely,

’ . 4

YO

H. Winilfred Stephenson
Cu=-Chalr
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Rabbitt

To: Georgia and Flarida legislators

Re: St. Mary's River wud and Scenic Designation
Date: :

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.

Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Oraft Report

of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high

quality of the water, ascenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and

cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a -
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to

coordinate federal, state and local interesis along the river while providing

protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation. <

STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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FRIENDS OF THE ST. MARY'S RIVER
: P.0. BOX 1159
FERNANDINA BEACH, FLA 32034
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbhitt

To: Ceorgia and Florida legislators

Re: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designatiqn
Date;

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Prelintinary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the enviromment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing
Protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.

NAM!:. STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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13.

14.

13,

FRIENDS OF THE ST. MARY'S RIVER
P.U. BOX 1159 ,
FERNANDINA BEACH, FLA 32034
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Rabbhitt p, ‘/
To: Georgia and Florida legislators

Re: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Demgnatlon

Date:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
yuality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a ™
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing
protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.

NAME _— STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE

" Tohn M Brewer K By d9/H Eﬁi‘,ﬁf‘& Q‘ £A
2.jﬂ_\_/‘-'(( o0 1/ 2—5/ m {élf-'\/ g/ /;/(fOL
oty Tlovidhn, L2520 Moo el DI e’ £, . 51915

. LY . 56 A\-YWZM 31409
S .
6

26 0L L00n) S35 s _-?[t.//lfj
T o4 ur. FO /900
U ¥ Mstledew San)_ 3)1405°

“#/"ét’- ,_7/ 23 & G0 S G

9. AC%.SS gmgz,lZQ 7£Ac7 éﬁ[‘(@ts Gn"z*o/ 61%3/7%

ig_é%" 5%# 3 /3e./[~eu.a.o..; CJ cSA-uMau.l C'A 3ryog

12,

13.

14,

15.

FRIENDS OF THR ST. MARY'S RIVER
P.0. BOX 1159
FERNANDINA REACH, FLA 32034



gbs 2371994 11:27 9942616316 AMELIA HOME HEALTH PAGE 86

To: Secretary of the Interior. Bruce Rabhitt f ! ;
To: Georgia and Florida legislators
ge St. Mary’s River Wild and Scenic Designation

ate:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at Jeast the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and lacal interests along the river while providing
protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.

NAME — STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbhitt ‘ ’P - (’a

~ To: Georgia and Florida legislators

Re: St Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designation
Date: :

we, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water. sceni¢ beauty of the enviromnent, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. Wc agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing
protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.

NAME —_— STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

FRIENDS OF THE ST. MARY'S RIVER
P.O. BOX 1159
FERNANDINA BEACH, FLA 32034
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt @ /]
To: Georgia and Florida legislators
ll;: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Desiznanon

te:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing
«protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt v’ b
To: Georgia and Florida legislators
Re: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designation

Date:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 7 1.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a -+
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while praviding
rotection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.

NAME STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt

To: Georgia and Florida legislators

Re: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designation
Date:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing

protection for the existing character of the river against further de‘radation.l

NAME — STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt

To: Georgia and Florida legislators

Re: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designation
Date:

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.

Mary's River (at lcast the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminavy Draft Report

of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high

quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and

cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a .
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed 10

coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing

protection for the existing character of the river against further degradation. s

NAME — STREET ADDRESS & COUNTY/STATE
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To: Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt p
To: Georgia and Florida legislators
gg: St. Mary's River Wild and Scenic Designation
te: '

We, the undersigned, desire that the U.S. Congress designate a portion of the St.
Mary's River (at least the 71.8 scenic miles studied in the Preliminary Draft Report
of the National Park Service) as a Wild and Scenic River. We believe that the high
quality of the water, scenic beauty of the environment, and the historical and
cultural importance of this state boundary water deserves special recognition as a
national treasure. We agree that a management plan should be developed to
coordinate federal, state and local interests along the river while providing
rotection for the existing character of the river against further degradation.
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June 20, 1994

Mr. Wallace Brittain
National Park Service
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brittain:

I hereby oppose the St. Marys River being included into the
National Wild & Scenic River system.

Sincerely,

Barry Bowen
208 Plantation Circle

St. Marys, GA 31558
/bb




June 16, 1994

Mr. Wallace Brittain
National Park Service
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brittain:

Please let this letter reflect that I oppose the St. Marys
River being designated as a wild and scenic river.

Sincerely,

/
g . Gowen
P.0. Box 715
Folkston, GA 31537
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June 21, 1994

Conservation Assistance Branch
Planning Division

Southeast Regional Office

National Park Service |

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Sir or Madam:

It is of my personal opinion and the opinion of the majority of the local county people with
who | have personally made contact that the St. Marys River NOT be designated as Wild and
Scenic by the federal government of the United States. We do not desire management by the
National Park Service or any other governmental agency being federal, state or local.

The laws currently in place in both Florida and Georgia are sufficient to keep the river in its
natural state. The several "permitting” agencies controlling land use along the river and the
current nuisance laws controlling recreational use are adequate to the point of enforcement.
Understandably more growth in the area will result in more use of the river and will require
more enforcement of the laws currently in effect.

| feel the recommendation found in paragraph 7.3 of the Wetland Management Strategy for
the St. Marys River basin is the most workable solution. In this recommendation a watershed
association would be formed to run as a non-profit agency and might receive funding from
counties, corporations, private donors and foundations. As a non-profit agency, it would be
run by a board of directors and could have a small full or part time staff. Although such a
group would have no regulatory authority, it could serve as an advocate and "watchdog” for
the St. Marys River, participating in the existing regulatory process and commenting on
proposed projects. Additionally, in view of the present economic situation, | feel it would be
unwise to add yet another burden to the tax dollar by asking for anything other than the most

minimal funding.

The St. Marys River is a God send and should be enjoyed by all public citizens and should not
be unnecessarily regulated by the bureaucracy that affects so many of our lives.

J. M COLEMAN
302 Pine Drive
Folkston, GA 31537



DONALD S. MSCLAIN
P. O. BOX 30I27

SEA ISLAND, GEORGIA, U. S. A.
31561

Dear Sir: ' 1 June 1994

I am or-osed to any =art of the St. sarys River

beinz desiznated as a "Wilg and Scenic® River.

Yours truly,

D5 Mt

%



R

v o

N

JUNE 22, 1994

DEAN WOEHRLE
RT 1 BOX 169
HILLIARD, FL. 32046

WALLACE C. BRITTAIN

CHIEF, CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE BRANCH
PLANNING DIVISION

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RICHARD B RUSSELL FEDERAL BUILDING

75 SPRING STREET S.W. ROOM 1020
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

DEAR MR. BRITTAIN:

IT DOESN'T MATTER WHO YOU ARE, ALL YOU HAVE TO STAND ON IS YOUR RE-
PUTATION. 1IN TEHE CASE OF THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION,
INCLUDING THE ST. MARYS, THE MAJORITY OF THE PUBLIC DOES NOT WANT
YOUR HELP. IF THE GOVERNMENT HAD GONE ABOUT THIS IN A MANNER OF
"WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP" INSTEAD OF "WE ARE GOING TO DO THIS NO
MATTER WHAT YOU WANT" THEN I AM SURE THE OUTCOME WOULD BE DIFFERENT.
THE ONLY POSITIVE RESPONSES I RECIEVED ON THE DESIGNATION WERE FROM
THE SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PARK SERVICE.

"HELLO I'M FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND I'M HERE TOQ HELP" IS A STATEMENT
THAT STRIKES FEAR IN THE HEART OF ALL INTELLIGENT AND RESPONSIBLE
AMERICANS. THEREFORE, MY ADVICE TO YOU WOULD BE. GO HOME AND WORK

ON YOUR APPROACH TO THE PEOPLE WHO YQOU WORK FOR AND TRY TO DO SOMETHING

TO IMPROVE YOUR REPUTATION. ©PRACTICE KEEPING YOUR WORD. THEN COME
BACK AND SEE US.

S CERELY,
o Ll

DEAN WOEHRLE




ALVA J. HOPKINS, III

110 South Okefenckee Drive « Post Office Box 488 « Folkston, Georgia 31537
(912) 496-7343

June 17, 1994

Mr. Wallace Brittain
National Park Service
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303

In Re: Response to St. Marys River Wild & Scenic River
Study dated October 1993

Dear Wallace:

As you are aware, a meeting was held in each of the four
counties at the onset of the study. At that time, the citizens
were advised that the citizens would be involved in the study
process and in particular, a citizens advisory committee would be
set up and established to assist in the study. This has not been
done as was promised at the meetings. I assume that the Park
Service never intended for such committees to be established but
rather used this rhetoric at the meetings simply to appease the
angry crowds that they faced.

As you know, the only support in this area at all that
exists for incorporating the St. Marys River into the National
Wild & Scenic River program is from the Sierra Club members,
calling themselves the Friends of the St. Marys River. As you
also are aware, they do not hold organized meetings and to date,
they have never notified the St. Marys River Management Committee
of any of their meetings. They do have one representative who
meets on an infrequent basis with the St. Marys River Management
Committee. We have forwarded to her copies of our minutes in
order to keep them informed. I am enclosing herewith a copy of a
request in an environmental publication advising its members to
write letters in favor of including the St. Marys River in the
Wild & Scenic River Program. No such effort has been made on my
part or any other persons in opposition to my knowledge. We
would hope that the park service would realize that such letter
writing campaigns are instigated by various groups and the
letters that you receive are merely responses from persons who
have absolutely no knowledge of the subject matter of which they
are writing! They simply are a member of the group, and
therefore they would write a response anytime the group request
them to write one.

i
J

4+



Mr. Wallace Brittain

Page Two

June 17, 1994

In Re: Response to NPS study dated October 1993

All of the comments and responses as prepared in the
official response of the St. Marys River Management Committee are
incorporated herein by reference, a copy of said response being
attached hereto. This will avoid the necessity of me having to
go over each of these points.

It is obvious that the National Park Service does not want
the St. Marys River Management Committee to manage and control
the St. Marys River. The study treats us on equal basis with the
Friends of the St. Marys River and you know that our efforts and
actions in this matter are many, many times more involved than
anything the Friends of the St. Marys River have done. 1In
Alternative A, you don't so much as even mention the fact that we
exist and are currently working towards a management position on
the river. If this is including public involvement in the study,
I would hate to see a study done with no public involvement.

Wallace, I have been very disappointed in the method and
manner in which the park service used in doing this study. It
has been another example of the federal government coming into a
local area and telling the people what is best for them without
receiving any local input. The public was told that they would
be very involved in this process and yet, you know as well as I
do, the public has been absolutely excluded from any of the
decision making or input process in the study. 1Is it any wonder
why the American public is so skeptical of our own federal
government? All any individual needs is to be exposed to a
situation like this and they soon realize that the federal
government ask for our opinion and feelings and yet ignore them
completely when making decisions. Tactics such as this will
never develop trust between the American public and the wvarious
branches of our government and their agencies until the people
feel that there is some response being made to their desires.

- The National Park Service has completely overlooked the St. Marys

River Management Committee and its efforts and is placing equal
footing with the Friends of the St. Marys. You know better than
this, and so do any of your personnel who have worked on this,
because the amount of work and the magnitude of effort put
forward by the St. Marys River Management Committee drastically
dwarfs any efforts made on the part of the Friends of the St.
Marys. They are simply an offshoot of the various Sierra Club
groups and they have made no effort whatsoever to gain
information or knowledge about the river. They are merely the
support group formed to support your study.




Mr. Wallace Brittain

Page Three

June 17, 1994

In Re: Response to NPS study dated October 1993

To all of us who own property along the St. Marys River and
who have done such a fine job of managing the river since
civilized persons once entered this area, your study
recommendation is an absolute slap in the face. Had we done a
poor job and ruined the river then no one would want to take away
the management of it. However, since we have done such a fine
job, not only do you want to take the management away, but you
have targeted the timber industry as one of the primary potential
concerns. You and I both know Wallace that due to BMP's, timber
management and harvesting is done in a much more environmental
and sensitive way now than it was twenty or thirty years ago. If
the harvesting methods back then did not harm the river, then
there is certainly no reason for anyone to even suggest that the
current methods would.

Since persons from your department have already contacted
Senator Bob Graham of Florida with regard to his introducing
legislation to include the St. Marys River in the Wild & Scenic
River program, it is assumed that you have already made your
decision and that your draft study is not a draft but in fact
your final study despite any comments that you may receive from
the public. Based upon your prior actions, it is obvious now
that you did not intend to pay any attention to any public
comment. The request for comments is just another example of the
park service pretending to be interested in the public and
involving the public when in fact your decision is already made.
If the federal legislation actually does require public
involvement during the study process and public input, then the
park service has violated the law. After having had this
opportunity to observe the park service in action, I am convinced
now more than ever that the St. Marys River does not need to be
included in the National Wild & Scenic River system. I am
therefore requesting that the St. Marys River not be included in
the National Wild & Scenic River system. Let me state further
that every single person that I have talked to in the last three
years about this matter, with the exception of Winifred
Stephenson, head of the Sierra Club and Friends of the St. Marys
River, are in opposition to the St. Marys River being included in
the National Wild & Scenic system.

Sincerely,

W /Jyﬁ;@

Alva JY Hopkins, III
AJH,III:bp
Enclosure
cc: Senator Sam Nunn
Senator Paul Coverdell
Senator Jack Kingston
Mr. Tom Brown, NPS

B
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Harold E Stokes

ROUTE 1 BOX 666 BRYCEVILLE, FLORIDA 32009

June 21, 1994

Mr. Wallas Brittain

chief, conservation Assistance Branch
National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 spring Street, SW Room 1020
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Re: Study of st. Marys River
wild and scenic Designation

Dear Mr. Brittain:

I am a landowner along the st. Marys River with property located in both,
Nassau County, Florida and charlton County, Georgia, within the area of your
recent study.

This study concludes (Quote page 63) - "The River Landowners for the most
part, have done an excellent job of preserving the Rivers outstanding scenic,
natural, and recreational characteristics."

Silviculture is the primary use of our property in this study area. The
majority of our ownership has been in my family since the late 1800’s (well
over 100 years). I certainly agree with your above referenced conclusion.

Your study also acknowledges that the high quality of the water, and the
scenic beauty of the River is due to the fact that silviculture has dominated
this area through the years. However, on page 54 your study indicates that
silviculture activities have the potential to damage the water quality and
scenic beauty of the River.

since its creation, the area surrounding this River has been dominated by
silviculture, with the majority of the landowners being very responsible and
capable stewards. It seems very contradictory to me that silviculture can be
responsible for the beauty and quality of this River all these years, and then
suddenly have the potential to damage the River.

We the landowners fully recognize the importance and beauty of this river, and
according to your study, have done an excellent job of preserving it through
the years. I feel that we can continue without Federal Designation and U.s.
Park service Management.

I strongly urge that no action be recommended to Congress.

sincerely, .

Pecold 5 S5l

Harold F. Stokes



VARN TURPENTINE & CATTLE CO.
P. O. BOX 4488
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 3221

TeLEPHONE 904/,356-4881

June 23, 1994

Wallace Brittain

Park Service

Department of the Interior
75 Spring St., SW Suite 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Fax 404-730-3233

Pt

Dear Mr. Brittain:

_ We are opposed to the designation of St. Mary's as a Wild and
Scenic River.

We have owned land on or near the St. Mary's for 60 years and use
it both for timber production and as a weekend family retreat.

We are intensely interested in the river's protection. However we
believe that better protection will occur from the St. Mary's River
Management Committee than at the federal level. We have reached this
‘conclusion because of intense local opposition to federal involvement
and because of the poor track record of other designations such as
the Upper Delaware River which is similar to what you propose for the
St. Mary's.

Since your study is now several months old, let me frequent you
with the recent work of the committee of which I am a member.
Separate subcommittees focusing on water quality, recreation, land
use and govermental relations have established missions, goals and
time-specific plans. Winefred Stephans of the Friends of the St.
Mary's is regularly attending our meetings and offering her views as
well as sharing water quality data with the Water Quality
Subcommittee. We have dedicated staff support from the St. John's
River Water Management District and committments of assistance from
both the Georgia and Florida departments responsible for 4
environmental assistance.

Unfortunately the committment to local management outlined above
was neglected in your study which only deepened distrust of federal
involvement.

For all the above reasons we believe that designation of the St.
Mary's River as a Wild and Scenic River is inappropriate.

Sincerely,

Gl m 4

G.W. varn, Jr.
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CHARLES E. BENNETT
PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT

March 25,1994

JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32211
PHONE (904) 744-3950
Mr. Wallace C. Brittain EXTENSION 4274
Chief Conservation Assistance Branch
Southeast Regional 6ffice
Nitional Park Service
Atlanta, Georgia,30303

Dear Sir:
I reply to your March 17 letter asking for comment on the
"St. Marys River Wild and Scenic Draft Study". I am delighted
that"outstanding remarkablé values"were found qualifying
sections of the river fkr national designation. I hope
~ this can be promptly accomplished.

Although I would have preferred your Alternative B over
the other alternatives,because it more surely serves the
public in future generations, nevertheless I Eecognize the
strong opposition to that alternative expressed- at some of
the meetings and I accept the argument that it is better
to aéﬁeve the achievable than to wind up with nothing but
a debate., So I urge going ahead with Alternative D, i.e.,
Congressional designation of all or part of the eligible
portions of the St. Marys, with special legislation estab-
lishing a local river management council with specific powers
and restrictions on powers{to be funded through National
Park funding.
If I can assist in any way please let me know. I plan to
assist financially when the time comeslfor that; and if there
is anything else I can do at any time please advise me.
ﬁerhaps the legislation should provide for receiving finan-
cial or land donations from the public as I believe there
are those who would be glad to cooperaté in this worthy

project. Sincerely fé !éz ﬁgl M
Charles E.” Bénnett

Jacksonville University is an Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Institution




331 Monika Place
Ste. Augustine, FL 32084
June 10, 1994

Mr. Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Dear Mr. Cooleys

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more
I learn about and experience the uniqueness and

importance of our greater Okefenockee swamp ecosystem.
The St. Marys Hiver is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally and interwmationally recog-
nized part of nature.

If we do nothing, this natural treasure will
soon be developed beyond the carrying capacity cap~—
able of sustaining all the plant, animal and human
communities relying on the river. Please designate
our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic River,
Its degradation wauld be a tragic loss to this state
and to our nations

Sincerely TS,

.7//71/4(/ fr—
Seymour Chalfi

+h
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Miriam Hope

3965 Sportsman Cove Road
Lake Park, GA 31636
April 14, 1994

Conservation Assistance Branch
Planning Division

Southeast Regional Office

National Park Service

Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring St., S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brittain:

I have reviewewed the Draft Report (October 1993) Of your
study on the St. Mary's River.

I agree fully thet that the St. Mary's River should be pro-
tected to maintain its scenic and recreational values. Your
recommendation of having major portions of the St Marys
River designated as part of the National Wild and Scenic

+Rivers System strikes me as being the best way to protect

the river and provide coordinated management.

As I understand it, a local river management council will be
estehlished and will have real power to make decisions

aboyt :uses of the river. This component of your recommendation

seems to me to be essential to the proper functioning of
your overall plan.

Thank you for the careful work demonstrated in your Study
Report.

Sincerely,

Y vz H&\A/



June 20, 1994
Dear Mr. Cooley,

I would like to say that i am strongly.in favor of the St. Mary's

River receiving Wild and Scenic Designation. I have written many

letters to environmental»organizations in Georgia as well as several
legislators, the Governor, and the Georgia E.P.D., to hopefully ~

increase awareness of this proposal. I have received acknowledgment

Kad

from all parties with the exception of Sam Nunn.

I am writing this letter as a private citizen of Georgia.

If possible please keep me informed of progress, meetings, and
daﬁes, etc. Let me know if there is anything i can do to help and
thank you and the other N.P.S. people involved for all of your hard

work.
sincerely, Gary G. Drury

Rt. 9 Box 281
St Simons Island, Ga. 31522
(912) 638-6852
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Lopmine DusenLqu

22 Capt. Wylly Road
Jelu;” lsland, Georqia 3]52V

July 8, 1994

National Park Service
Att: Joe Cooley
7% Spring Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Coolev:

The St. Marys River is a beautiful and relatively
unspoiled river at this time. Because of rapid
develcopment and population growth in the area, it is
vitally necessary that it be afforded the protection
of designation as a Wild and Scenic River.

Knowing that there is substantial local opposition to
having total federal control of the river, I
recommend having the Local River Management Council
alternative.

In the near future, I believe that the local citizens
will come to realize and appreciate having the
control which accompanies such a designation, and in
having a strong voice in the protection of the river.
In listening to their statements, it becames clear
that they like the St. Mary's the way it is. It is
only when development presents a real threat to the
status quo that they will fully understand the value
of Scenic River designation.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Very truly yours

\
Sscvro*u& lB
Lorrzine Dusenbury
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7020 Foumdans Way
Powtt Vedra Beach, Flovrida 32082
June 1z, |aaq
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w Noronal 5k Sevviee

thrm'm? and Fediwal Pyo§qug Division
s 75 5pring Street Sourw (i

Atlanta, C‘«corjm 30303
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Janet L. Stanko
3417 Hermitage Rd. E.
Jacksonville, Florida 32277

Mr Joseph Cooley

National Park Serivce

Planning & Federal Program Division

75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 June 13, 1994

Dear Mr. Cooley:

I am wrting to urge you to support the National Park Service proposal to designate 71.8 miles of
the St. Mary's River as part of the Naitonal Wild and Scenic Parks system.

This area, at present pristene and unspoiled, is rich in historic sites, scenic natural areas and
unique aquatic life. This designation is a trememdous opportunity to preserve this unique area for
generations to come.

Thank you for this opportunity to my position on this important issue.
Sincerely,

%fgm

Janet L. Stanko
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STANLEY L. SWART ) HOME TELEPHONES: Area Code (904)

3315 PICKWICK DRIVE SOUTH Residence 731-3369
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32257 Office 731-5608
Children 731-5655

June 10, 1994 -

Mr. Joseph Cooley .
Planning and Federal Programs Division
National Park Service

75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley:
RE: Support for Protection of St. Marys River
I am writing to urge in the strongest terms that the St. Marys
River be formally recognized, and protected, under the "wild and
scenic" provision of federal law. This unique and largely untouched

waterway needs and deserves this status. Feel free to contact me
with any questions.

Ver truly golrs,

7/

Stanl y L. Swart

cc: files

A
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June 6, 1994
Mr., Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Programs Division
75 Spring St. SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr, Cooley,

I wish to add my voice to many others who want to
our wild and scenic national resources., The St, Marys
one such national treasure,

Please do what you can to designate the St. Marys
to be a National Wild and Scenic River,

Thank you very much,

Sincerely yours,

T

" John Muilenburg

preserve
River is

River

‘}"’,
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Steve Patrick
10196 Pine Breeze Road
Jacksonville, FL. 32257

June 5, 1994

Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Planning & Federal Programs Division
75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley:

As a resident of northeast Florida I've had many visitors from other parts of
the country, eager to see the sights of the Sunshine state. After visits to
the a beach or two and the Mouse, I always encourage a visit to the
Okefenokee swamp and/or a canoe ride down the St. Marys River.

Almost without fail, both adults and children head for home talking of the
reflective waters and its birds and reptiles. Given equal time and access,
the natural world can always hold its own against the onslaught of
commercialism.

I'm writing you on the eve of the Park Service's decision on the wild and
scenic river status for the St. Marys River. Not only is this beautiful area
appreciated by those of us lucky enough to visit, but it is irreplaceable
habitat for numerous plant, fish, amphibian, reptile, bird and mammal species.
in the area.

Of all the possible actions that would preserve this ecosystem, the Wild and
Scenic River designation is the single most important. Please do everything
in your power to help this happen.

Sincerely,

Steve Patrick



28 February 18994

Mr. .Joe Coolev

National Park Service

Planning and Federal Programs Division
75 Spring Street. Southwest sam!ﬂONhsgs"“mE
Atlanta. Georgia 30303 co %RN«%!

Dear Mr. Cooleyv. %,

Please include the St. Marv’s River in the Wild and Scenic ijeré
system. ] am an avid sportsman and am deeply concerned over the
potential for harm to the enviroment due to overdevelopment.

I am in full accord with the position set forth by Friends of the
St. Marvs River. which asks for local revpresentation in a
management program with the National Park Service.

Thank vou for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

S0

Tim Richardson
10318 NW 25th St.
Gainesville. Fl 328086
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2/21/94

Lynn R. Gastmeyer

401 NW 6th Street, #134 CE

Gainesville, Florida 32601 CONSERVATION ASSISTAN
BRANCH

(904) 395-5696

Mr. Joe Cooley

National Park Service

Planning and Federal Programs Division
75 Spring Street, Southwest

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

(404) 331-5838

Re: St. Mary's River
Dear Mr. Cooley:

I am writing this letter in an effort to provide support for the
Wild and Scenic Rivers designation for the St. Mary's River. It
would be beneficial to the landowners, visitors, and to the
ecology, if the National Park Service would govern the river in

cooperation with the local management committee. :

I have been a Florida resident for 33 years and have seen the
pristine beauty of many rivers vanish due to poor management. The
opportunity to "save a river" instead of '"reclaim a river" is an
act that needs to be given full attention.

Thank you for your consideration in this very consequential matter.

Respectfully,

e K sty —

Lynn R. Gastmeyer
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May 14, 1994

Mr. Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley,

Since moving to Florida in 1950 I have seen many valuable
natural resources and places of beauty reduced and replaced
or changed in essential ways by commercial ventures so that
all but human inhabitants seem to have disappeared from them.

It is of great concern to me that we do not take more
measures to protect such places and the life forms they support
so that they may continue into the future.

The St. Marys River is a critical component in a large
ecosystem; and those who are capable of seeing our role as
interdependent members of a community of life, must work for
its preservation. With the help of the National Park Service,
I am hopeful this can be achieved. Please move forward with
the designation of the St. Marys as a National Wild and Scenic
River.

Sincerely,

Qi E it

Patricia E. Jeremiah



1465 S. Shore Drive
Orange Park, FL 32073
May 12, 1994

Mr. Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Planning and Federal Program Division

75 Spring Street, SW .

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley:

This letter is written to tell you that I support the
proposal to designate the St. Marys river as "Wild and
Scenic". :

There are so few rivers in southeastern United States that
have been protected in any way. Surely a few should be.
There are several that could be considered, but certainly the
St. Marys is an ideal candidate. It seems like such a
natural extension of the Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge.

I am sure you will receive some opposition from local
landowners who will object to the "Feds" coming in and
telling them what they cannot do with "their" river, but I am
one of those who believe that the fate of a natural scenic
asset such as a river should not depend entirely on the whims
of those who happen to own the land through which it flows.
It should belong to everybody.

Sincerely,

&Zzziu¢?72-25i¢4buzytz

Albert N. Brauer



STAFFORD CAMPBELL
3861 WAYLAND STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32211

23 April, 1994

" Mr, Wallace C. Brittain ,
Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
Planning Division

¢ Southeast Regional Office
National Park Service
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, GA 30303

Re: St. Marys River Wilé & Scenic River bréfﬁ'Stﬁdy

Dear Mr., Brittain,

In response to your request of 17 March, 1994 for comment
on the Draft Report on the St. Marys River Wild & Scenic River
Study, dated October, 1993, I offer the following:

The report is quite comprehensive and understandable, and
I would support the conclusion in Alternative 4 to allow local
management by a local river management council as long as there
is a clear requirement for the timely establishment of a compre-
hensive management plan by such council, under guidlines and
funding provided by the National Park Service.

I was disappointed to see that the source streams that act
to create the St. Marys River, the Middle Prong and, especially,
the North Prong, were omitted from the Wild & Scenic categori-
zation. I think this is a serious oversight, since both these
streams are indeed wild and scenic and contribute to the quality
of the water in the lower areas you propose to designate.

%

I have canoed both Prongs in medium to high water, and while

there are deadfalls and dragovers in a few places, both are

- interesting recreational bodies, very scenic, with few exceptions,
and contain a variety of wildlife. From the point of view of
the recreational canoeist, the run from GA94 .downstream to the
FL2 bridge east of St. George is the best the river has to offer.
Were the North Prong to be snagged, it would be possible to run
much of the year. I would hope protection could be included for
at least the North Prong, otherwise I agree with the proposal.

Yours truly,

Nfd gttt
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A forest elephant, smaller in size than its savanna cousins,
frolicks after a mud bath. Despite the ban on ivory trade
elephants continue to be threatened by S d
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

™ FROM: M/em - gfiaw\ /gl\/é///

1932, Hary <

Alontic onel . F.
52233

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

L

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

fﬁfxféﬁ; &i&%{m/{ 777”‘%(
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: ;mf‘ﬁ- be,éo(‘cg( 744‘“"/”) on b
e Sylvan_ca Nocth
Jax. /7" 32257

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script: )
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: YR EK < I~ £/

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by

' our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of

o4

&,

Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FRom%'éLOEN L5, TealedsT
2:7/;‘,! #Léréﬂ@d/l:) Mz g,
izl le 4 3520

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the gquality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

" M Davio Crovcd

FROM: ¢

(251 Nardasn Kd-
- Jax. A 32zz3

- Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
-River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river. for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: —;zgiht*h%i%eg
y Ro. Bey sz
Qﬁ’(l-].ﬁt- 3 2255- 12|

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely, ¢é%aﬂé;7/
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: | E%E\R zZUC KE/?
3eft7 CoTA MARAN WA y .
Wsd /\/ /(L-Lé" /:L_ ,3 »z,},i

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau,; Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

et %M/&w
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: /FXM

20 for 56 23

Coehosclly, 2 52397

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: _ Do L s Aebsspsd
» 4§ Srurwowe /Y.
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Singerely,

#5u21§é$:—__—
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303 _
Telephone: 404-331-5838 <“v\cuh\ \O

FROM: gg';%& 2.0 | i
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(}qd\-& e FLR2220¢

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW.
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: _fo Phllige
/
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Z
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service :
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

»
FROM: oo, VL.
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: i/twbé}//k’j@he(/téé/j
Lo 10 Suss.en Ae
Jor QL 32240

Dear Mr. Joseph Cocley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the unigueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:

5% [we [ A 44/4 Seboo/



TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: jcnnne,—?h'u\Pn"r
Y430 o&ejaﬁwd. \
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script: '
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

/¢Z§ﬂﬂéZééiug/iéga%%éé¢¢-
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service :
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: M&%ﬂ T MQC}(NSI’\ i

6170 Trnsewd 3196 N
TAX, (FL 3224y

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida. and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the gquality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

T ‘
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: Du2amne. . ngﬁ“s(’?
6716 Towncend @) #96
JAX, BC 32240

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children-and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:




TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley ,
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: ___ Aot MMaolin
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

< E T
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

T
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

PROM: _Olndne Rofage)
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

At 9 Ro&ﬁw
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:
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June 9, 1994

Mr. Joseph Cooley

National Park Service

Planning & Federal Programs Div.
75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Cooley:
The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and experience the
uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys River

is a vital and irreplaceable part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature.

If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed beyond the carrying
capacity capable of sustaining all the plant, animal and human communities now relying on

the river. Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic River.

We enjoy this river and do not want to see it commercialized or harmed in any way.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Thi'chetly, O ek

Patrick, Michelle, Shgalen & CW
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: _:ég,l_/
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: %&/ @ Md | "
424 mavwﬁ/@ a@‘\u B

% Qo 322/0°

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national govermnment, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303 °
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: ’J‘]L L.»U.q &hW |
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Wm 4 /WM”"/
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can '
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely
~
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: D&/ é}% : -‘
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the unigueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the gquality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:




TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303 .
Telephone: 404-331-5838
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:



TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: 404-331-5838

FROM: Ms CI;ZS:E] I BIQ]!Ehan
9480 Pfinceton Square Blvd., #607

Jacksonville, Florida 32256

Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the uniqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Slncerely,

Personal Script:
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TO: Mr. Joseph Cooley
National Park Service
Planning & Federal Program Division
75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, GA 30303 _
Telephone: 404-331-5838 Yenez
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Dear Mr. Joseph Cooley,

The more I live in Northeast Florida, the more I learn about and
experience the unigqueness and importance of our greater Okefenokee
swamp ecosystem. The St. Marys river is a vital and irreplaceable
part of this nationally, and even internationally, recognized part of
nature. If we do nothing, this natural treasure will soon be developed
beyond the carrying capacity capable of sustaining all the plant,
animal, and human communities now relying on the river.

Please designate our St. Marys River a National Wild and Scenic
River. We very much want our national government, as represented by
our National Park Service, to foster and cooperate with the states of
Florida and Georgia, the counties of Nassau, Baker, Camden, Charlton,
affected agencies, and interested commercial and civic organizations
to achieve and maintain this designation. By so doing I hope we can
assure the quality of our St. Marys so it can be a wild and scenic
river for our children and all future generations.

Sincerely,

Personal Script:
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CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE BRANCH
.. PLANNING DIVISION
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Phone: (404) 331-5838 , FAX: (404) 730-3233 1-800-524-6878

W March 17, 1994

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the "St. Marys River Wild and
Scenic River Draft Study". We would very much like to hear any
comments you may have regarding the study and the preferred
alternative. Comments will be accepted for 90 days and must be
returned to this office no later than June 23,1994. They will then
be reviewed and incorporated into the final document.

Thank you for your cooperation. Your opinion is important to us.

Sincerely,

Wallace C. Brittain
Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
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CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE BRANCH
- PLANNING DIVISION
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W., Room 1020
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Phone: (404) 331-5838 FAX: (404) 730-3233 - 1-800-524-6878

March 17, 1994 | | r

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the "St. Marys River Wild and
Scenic River Draft Study". We would very much like to hear any
comments you may have regarding the study and the preferred
alternative. Comments will be accepted for 90 days and must be
returned to this office no later than June 23,1994. They will then
be reviewed and incorporated into the final document. '

.Thank you for your cooperation. Your opinion is important to us.

Sincerely,

A

Wallacefc. Brittain

Chief, Conservation Assistance Branch
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