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MANAGEMENT AREA 228

MANAGEMENT AREA 22B (3,758 acres) MALHEUR WILD AND SCENIC RIVER
INTRODUCTION

The Wiid and Scenic Rivers System was established by Congress in 1968 to provide nationwide protection
for outstanding rivers. Rivers designated by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act are free flowing and possess at
least one outstandingly remarkable value.

Rivers designated under the Act are classified as wild, scenic, or recreational, depending upon the level of
development of the river and condition of adjacent lands. Wild rivers are defined as rivers free of impound-
ments and generally inaccessible except by trail, with primitive shorelines and unpolluted waters. Scenic
rivers are also defined as rivers free of impoundments, with shorelines still largely primitive and undeveloped,
but accessible in places by roads.

Forty rivers in the State of Oregon were added to the Wild and Scenic River System in 1988 with the passage
of the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988 (P.L 100-577). Twelve miles of the Malheur River
were designated, with both wild and scenic segments. The Act specified that comprehensive management
plans be prepared. These management plans replace management direction in the Malheur National Forest
Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) for the Malheur River (Management Area 22, Wild and Scenic
River).

1. Description The Malheur Wild and Scenic River is completely on National Forest Land. The
designated river is 12 miles long, with six miles wild classification and six miles
scenic classification. See maps in Appendix E (Malheur Wild and Scenic River
Environmental Assessment) pages I-2 and |I-2.

The management area for this river is defined by a river corridor boundary of varying
distances from the river. This boundary was established in 1990. There are 3,758
acres within this corridor, 797 acres in the scenic segment, and 2,961 acres in the
wild segment. The river corridor encompasses 1,070 acres in Harney County and
2,688 acres in Grant County. The lands within the corridor are considered entirely
within one management area of the Forest, Management Area 22B. Overlap of
management areas is inevitable. For instance, the river shorelines are included
within Management Area 3A, Non-Anadromous Riparian Areas. For more informa-
tion, see the description of Management Area Direction, p. IV-46 of the LRMP.

The outstandingly remarkable values for this river are scenery, geology, wildlife
habitat, and history. These values were identified by Congress and/or confirmed
through a resource assessment process. The Resource Assessment is in Appendix
D.

The river corridor is generally characterized by a rugged and steep canyon ranging
from 300 to 1000 feet deep. The canyon geology is evident in the various rock
outcrops, talus slopes and cliffs created by erosion as the river cut through many
layers of volcanic material, the Strawberry Formation, deposited between 12 and 15
million years ago. The geologic formations of the corridor contribute to the scenic
diversity of the landscape.



MANAGEMENT AREA 22B

2. Goals

3. DESIRED
FUTURE CONDITION

Scenery

The scenery of the river corridor is composed of combinations of water, landform,
variety and color of vegetation, and interesting old-growth tree stands. For the most
part, evidence of man’s presence within the canyon is limited. Scenic vistas from
the canyon rims and views up and down canyon from the river are spectacular.

Wildlife habitat of the corridor is unique and important because of relatively undis-
turbed conditions, the high quality habitat components, and its location which
provides connectivity between the Blue Mountains and Great Basin physiographic
provinces and between adjacent lands above the canyon rims.

The historic value of the river corridor centers around the early logging practices
which occurred there. Remains of an old splash dam, logging camps, and numer-
ous high stumps attest to early economic importance of the river and corridor to
settlers of northern Harney County around the turn of the century.

Protect and enhance the scenic, geologic, wildlife habitat, and historic values of the
river corridor. Preserve the free-flowing conditions of the river. Provide facilities for
recreation use and access which do not detract from the planned recreation oppor-
tunity settings. Provide for improvements in water quality and native fish habitat. Use
the corridor as a setting for interpreting area history to visitors.

The following section describes, by resource area, what the future river corridor
should be like if the management direction contained in this management plan is
implemented. It summarizes the anticipated physical changes which would result
from carrying out planned management practices at two times: at the end of 10
years, and at the end of 50 years (RPA planning horizon).

After 10 years:
Visitors continue to see large-diameter trees, some multi-storied forests, and grass-
lands bisected by the shrub-lined, clear-flowing Malheur River.

The scenic river segment of the corridor has a natural or near natural appearance.
Where timber harvest has occurred, trees are in clumps, groups, or naturally
spaced. Stumps are flush-cut to the ground and, therefore, not evident.

The appearance of the wild segment of the river corridor will be natural. Alterations
in the landscape from management activities are not evident. There is less unifor-
mity and evenness; a coarser texture is provided in areas with dead trees. The
old-growth character of the river corridor has been maintained.

After 50 years:

A natural-appearing mosaic of vegetation, with varying textures and openings
created through natural cycles, is evident. Only subtle changes in the appearance
of the landscape are noticeable.

Ponderosa pine is still the dominant overstory tree species within the river corridor.
Large-diameter pine are common, but less evident than in the past. A mixture of fir
or lodgepole pine is dominant on some sites. The river corridor continues to provide
an old-growth character setting.
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MANAGEMENT AREA 22B

In the wild segment, where timber harvest has not occurred, the appearance of the
corridor is dominated by large-diameter trees, some multi-storied forest, and grass-
lands. Areas of dead trees have incressed the texture of the natural landscape.

Effects of fire are periodically evident: The health and vigor of timbered stands have
been maintained with prescribed fire. Visual fire effects, such as charred logs and
bark, are moderately evident in some places.

After 10 Years:

Populations of redband trout, whitefish, and all native non-game fish species have
been maintained. An increase in the amount of in-channel, large, woody debris
provides more structural habitat diversity for resident fish, especially trout. Large
pool, scour pool, and pocket pool habitats have been maintained or increased
throughout the corridor.

Increased streamside vegetation, both grasses and grass-like plants and hard-
woods, has improved both streambank stability and shading.

Spawning habitat for trout populations has been maintained. Management-
generated pollutants such as sediment, turbidity, and bacterial contaminants have
been reduced.

After 50 years:

All riparian areas in less than desirable condition will be improved to provide for all
riparian-dependent resources and will be in satisfactory condition. Streamside
vegetation will be more diverse and abundant with native species. Increased
streamside vegetation, especially sedges and hardwoods, has increased both
streambank stability and shading. Ninety percent of the streambanks are in stable
condition. Streambank vegetation has increased to 90 percent of site potential.
Shrub cover will have increased, and presently ranges from 40 to 80 percent,
depending upon site potential.

in-channel, large, woody debris has increased to about 150 pieces per mile
throughout the corridor. In the reach below Malheur Ford, the large woody debris
component has been maintained.

Populations of redband trout, whitefish, and all native non-game species have
increased. Bull trout are now found in portions of the river. There has been a gradual
increase in watershed conditions. Management-generated pollutants such as sedi-
ment, turbidity, and bacterial contaminants have been reduced. Water quality is
high.

In 10 and 50 years:

The Malheur Wild and Scenic River corridor remains an ecologically diverse area.
It continues to provide exceptional wildlife habitat for a great many species. Man-
agement activity has occurred at lower levels than surrounding areas.

The corridor continues to provide connectivity between the Great Basin and Blue
Mountains physiographic provinces. It is used as a major travel route by many
wildlife species and provides an avenue for genetic dispersal, which increases
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Timber

sustainability. Management for biological diversity has maintained horizontal and
vertical structure perpetuating a wide variety of habitat types.

Habitat has been protected for the many species inhabiting the river corridor.
Potential habitat for proposed, endangered, threatened, or sensitive species will
continue to be provided.

About 1,350 acres will be managed for old-growth habitat. Old-growth ponderosa
pine forests will have 8-15 trees per acre larger than 20 inches in diameter, and will
contain a few large fallen trees per acre. Mixed conifer old growth will have more
large-diameter trees (15 inches or greater) and downed logs of all sizes, and will
have a multi-storied appearance.

Riparian habitats are in satisfactory condition. Riparian vegetation composition will
be more characteristic of the potential vegetation of the sites. Generally, hardwood
species are more dominant; trees and shrubs provide additional canopies in the
riparian zones.

Non-forested areas are generally unchanged in appearance; they are occupied by
grasses, forbs, and shrubs. Mountain browse species such as bitterbrush, moun-
tain mahogany, and serviceberry are significant on sites which support them. These
species provide browse and hiding cover for large animals and nest sites for
songbirds.

Habitat is provided to meet 100 percent of the potential population levels of cavity
excavators and nesters.

Where permitted by site potential, cover for big game is optimum. It includes a high
proportion of satisfactory to marginal cover. Hiding cover is abundant and big-game
forage is available in areas where early-seral conditions are present and the regen-
eration of trees is occurring.

Populations of wildlife are generally unchanged from the existing, but there will be
some small increase in passerine birds and other riparian associated species.

After 10 years:

The general ecological condition for the mixed conifer and ponderosa pine associa-
tion stands is more stable, moving toward conditions which prevailed before the
suppression of fires.

After 50 years:

These stands have reached a stable ecological condition similar to that found by
early European settlers. On some sites, frequent low-intensity fires have controlled
encroachment by shade-tolerant, climax species such as white fir.

Seral species such as ponderosa pine and western larch have become established
on some sites now occupied by climax species. Large-diameter ponderosa pine
now dominate the overstory in many areas of the corridor. These stands have an
open, park-like appearance with pinegrass/sedge the dominant vegetation in most
understories.
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in areas where existing stand conditions preclude the use of prescribed fire to
achieve objectives, and in the absence of timber management, the loss of some
overstory trees has occurred through time.

After 10 Years:

Improved livestock management has resulted in the presence of a broader mix of
successional species within the corridor, and plant communities now represent
later seral stages.

Overall plant vigor has increased. Range forage condition will probably decrease
in some riparian areas where grasses have been suppressed by increasing shade
from alder, dogwood, and willow. Deposits of sediments trapped as streamside
vegetation recovers have contributed to this decline.

The maximum riparian utilization standards of 45 percent for grasses and grass-like
plants and 40 percent on shrubs are being met by livestock and wildlife, whose
populations are within the carrying capacity.

There are few conflicts between recreation users and cattle.

After 50 years:

The broad mix of successional species dominance of late-seral ecological commu-
nities continues. There is sustained production of both palatable and non-palatable
species for grazing by livestock and wildlife.

Riparian vegetation is in satisfactory condition and at near site potential for late-
seral ecological plant communities. Livestock and wildlife utilization of forage in the
corridor does not exceed standards, and animal populations continue to be within
the carrying capacity.

There are few conflicts between recreation users and cattle.

After 10 years:
Prescribed burning to enhance scenic values and improve wildlife habitat has
reduced fuel loadings.

After 50 years:

The condition of fuels in the corridor is such that ignitions generally do not produce
flame lengths longer than 4 feet, allowing direct attack by hand crews. Fuel loadings
have been reduced and are maintained at the following average levels: in stands
dominated by ponderosa pine, 7-PP-3; in mixed conifer stands, 1-MC+4; and in
lodgepole pine stands, 3-LP-3.

An average of two to five logs per acre, at least 12 feet long and 10 inches in
diameter at the small end, have been left on the ground and contribute to wildlife
habitat. The fuel profiles listed above include these logs scattered on the ground.

Prescribed fire has been used to improve wildlife habitat and enhance visual quality,
primarily in areas where frequent periodic fires were historically part of the ecosys-
tem. This has reduced fuel loadings and re-established species compositions

\
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Recreation

4. Standards and
Guidelines

RESOURCE
ELEMENT

which existed prior to the fire suppression era. Wildfire may now play a more natural
role in the river corridor.

in 10 and 50 years:
Semi-primitive, Non-motorized ROS Class

The river corridor, with the exception of the two Forest camp areas, provides a
setting where future generations may still experience a feeling of being in an area
unaffected by management activities. Scenic beauty continues to be enjoyed in
natural and natural appearing settings.

Visitors encounter little evidence of other users. Topographic and vegetative
screening have been used to separate dispersed campsites. Opportunities for
solitude and a feeling of independence and closeness to nature are high.

On-site controls and restrictions are subtle. Contact with administrators is infre-
quent. Forest camps are located outside the corridor. Because of a lowered mainte-
nance level, the Malheur River Trail has declined and travel within the wild segment
of the corridor is more difficult. Access to the corridor is limited to foot, horseback,
and mountain bike travel.

Roaded Natural ROS Class

The areas around Malheur Ford and Burnt Bridge Forest Camps provide settings
where people continue to derive satisfaction from visits to a relatively remote river
corridor where natural conditions have been only slightly altered by management
activities. Visitors continue to enjoy the scenic beauty of the river corridor.

There is moderate evidence of human activities and structures. Roads and motor-
ized vehicles are common in the area. Campsites are heavily used. The opportunity
to experience solitude by camping out of sight and sound of other parties is usually
moderate, but low during hunting season.

Signing and public education programs enhance the experiences of visitors and
provide for better resource protection. Management presence and regulations will
affect visitor behavior.

STANDARDS

The Forest-wide management direction included in Chapter IV, Section E of the
Forest Plan applies to this management area except where superseded by the
following standards:
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FOR THE ENTIRE RIVER CORRIDOR:

Recreation

Roads/Tralls

Fisherles/
Watershed

Wildlife

Fire Management

1.

10.

11.

12,

13.

Manage dispersed recreation for goals of semi-primitive, non-motorized or
roaded natural recreation, depending upon the segment of the corridor. Man-
age recreation use to provide a low incidence of contact with other groups and
individuals. Recreational boating on the river is not encouraged.

Manage roads and trails to ensure the ROS goals, objectives, and setting
criteria for this management area are met. Take actions necessary to maintain
an appropriate setting.

Distribute dispersed recreation use as necessary to protect river values within
the ROS classification. Use the "Limits of Acceptable Change" process to deter-
mine management actions necessary to preserve natural river environments.

Maintain existing trails to minimum standards necessary for planned use.
Manage trails for non-motorized recreation use.

Construct or reconstruct trails to be consistent with management area objec-
tives, accommodate increased use, ensure public safety, and reduce environ-
mental damage. Motorized equipment and vehicles may be authorized by the
District Ranger for trail maintenance and construction and for limited off-road
administrative use; schedule this work during low-use periods.

Fisheries and watershed improvement projects are allowed
which simulate natural processes and use native materials. "Hard" structures
such as engineered weirs and bank armoring are prohibited.

The removal of large, woody material from within the high water channel of the
river is prohibited.

Adopt Management Area 3A (non-anadromous riparian areas) standards and
guidelines for riparian areas in the corridor unless superseded by these stand-
ards.

Old-growth habitat within the corridor will be maintained or enhanced. Though
not suitable for timber management, cultural practices including cutting trees
will be allowed. Wildlife and scenic value objectives will determine the specific
cultural practice(s).

A minimum of 300 acres of old-growth habitat, which meets the Regional
definition and management requirement direction, must be maintained at any
one time.

Habitat will be provided to meet 100 percent of the primary cavity excavating
and nesting bird populations.

Because of the sensitivity of the wild and scenic river corridor, measures will be
taken to minimize the effects of fire suppression activities (including *light hand
on the land* tactics). Bulldozers and other heavy equipment use should be
avoided; but if deemed necessary, a District resource advisor will be assigned
to prevent any unnecessary damage to riparian areas and other sensitive sites.

7
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Utllity
Corridors

Other

14,

15.

16.

17.

To reduce the amount of cutting, the use of long-line sling loads or existing
openings will be encouraged instead of clearing new helispots.

In all cases, the appropriate suppression response as described for Manage-
ment Area 22b and Management Area 14 (Visual Corridor) in the Fire Manage-
ment Action Plan, in addition to the above constraints, will be initiated for each
start.

Manage this area as a Category 1 Avoidance area for the location of utility
corridors.

Construction of water supply dams, diversions, straightening, rip-rapping, and
other modifications of the river will generally not be allowed. Hydroelectric
power facilities, flood control dams, and levees are prohibited. Under Section
7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Forest Service must determine
whether a proposed water resources project has a "direct and adverse effect
on the values for which such river was established." Following the Regional
guidelines (Appendix H.), a Section 7(a) analysis will be completed for any
project affecting the flow, bed, or banks of the river. The outcomes of the
analysis should clearly demonstrate a compelling need for the project and
consistency with achieving DFCs for it to continue.

FOR THE AREA OF THE CORRIDOR IN THE SCENIC SEGMENT TO BE MANAGED AS

Roads/Trails

Minerals

Visuals

Timber

SEMI-PRIMITIVE, NON-MOTORIZED ROS (Outside the Forest Camps):

18.

19.

20.

21.

23.

24,

Limited, temporary road construction is allowed for timber harvest.

Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads and trails except snow-
mobiles operating on snow. Rare exceptions for emergency or administrative
use may be authorized by the District Ranger.

Maintain existing roads to accommodate a variety of vehicle use including
passenger vehicle use, and high-clearance, four-wheel, and off-road vehicles
in accordance with the Forest Road Management Plan.

Over-the-snow vehicle use is allowed when snow depth reaches 6 inches.

Provide minimum access for exploration and development of mineral re-
sources. However, allow new road construction only where a road is necessary
for the next logical developmental stage of the mineral resource, and where
other means of access (such as by helicopter, all-terrain vehicle, or pack
animal) would be infeasible or unreasonable. Roads will be constructed to the
minimum standards suitable for the proposed use, and will be obliterated and
rehabilitated after completion of activities.

The visual quality objective is retention; however, structures and facilities nec-
essary to meet the objectives of this management area may meet partial reten-
tion.

There are 201 acres of this segment of the corridor classified as "suitable* for
timber management; however, no harvest will be scheduled from these lands.
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Minerals

Visuals

Timber

Roads/Trails

Minerals
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Harvest will be allowed for purposes such as improving wildlife habitat or
enhancing scenic values.

FOR THE AREA OF THE CORRIDOR IN THE SCENIC SEGMENT TO BE

MANAGED AS ROADED NATURAL ROS (Burnt Bridge and Malheur

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Ford Forest Camps):

Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads and trails except snow-
mobiles operating on snow. Rare exceptions for emergency or administrative
use may be authorized by the District Ranger.

Maintain existing roads to accommodate a variety of vehicle use including
passenger vehicle use, and high-clearance, four-wheel, and off-road vehicles
in accordance with the Forest Management Plan.

Close primitive roads to motorized travel when the surface would be damaged
to the degree that resulting runoff into the river would exceed sediment yield
threshold limits.

Limited temporary road construction is allowed for timber harvest.

Provide minimum access for exploration and development of mineral re-
sources. However, allow new road construction only where a road is necessary
for the next logical developmental stage of the mineral resource, and where
other means of access (such as by helicopter, all-terrain vehicle, or pack
animal) would be infeasible or unreasonable. Roads will be constructed to the
minimum standards suitable for the proposed use, and will be obliterated and
rehabilitated after completion of activities.

The visual quality objective is retention; however, structures and facilities nec-
essary to meet the objectives of this management plan may meet partial reten-
tion.

Exclude scheduled timber harvest. Lands are classified as unsuitable for timber
management.

FOR THE WILD SEGMENT OF THE CORRIDOR, TO BE MANAGED AS

32.

35.

36.

SEMI-PRIMITIVE. NON-MOTORIZED ROS.

No roads or other provisions for overland motorized travel will be permitted
within the designated corridor.

Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads. Rare exceptions for
emergency or administrative use may be authorized by the District Ranger.

Trails will be managed for non-motorized use.

New mining claims and mineral leases are prohibited within one-quarter mile of
the river.

Within the corridor but outside the 1/4 mile minerals withdrawal area, provide
minimum access for exploration and development of mineral resources. How-

9



MANAGEMENT AREA 22B

Visuals 37.
Timber ' 38.
Facilities 39.

5. Schedule of
Management Practices

ever, allow new road construction only where a road is necessary for the next
logical developmental stage of the mineral resource, and where other means
of access (such as by helicopter, all-terrain vehicle, or pack animal) would be
infeasible or unreasonable. Roads will be constructed to the minimum stand-
ards suitable for the proposed use, and will be obliterated and rehabilitated
after completion of activities.

The visual quality objective is preservation; however, if structures and facilities
are necessary to meet the objectives for this management area, they may meet
partial retention.

Exclude timber harvest. Lands are classified as unsuitable for timber manage-
ment.

Facilities such as shelters and toilets are located outside the wild river segment.

Administration costs for this wild and scenic river are estimated to be $10,000
per year. Appendix H (Table H-1) of the LRMP displays information included
in the budget proposal submitted for the Malheur National Forest in Fiscal
Year 1992. Operation and maintenance of improvements within the river
corridor (trails, trailheads, dispersed campsites, roads, etc.) and the general
administration of different functional areas (range administration, wildiife
management, fire management, recreation management, etc.) and over-
head costs are included in that table.

The following tables lists projects identified to date needed to implement this river
management plan. Project level analysis will need to be conducted before the
decision to implement any proposed action is made. Therefore, this table is not a
list of targets but can be considered a list of opportunities identified to date, which
is likely to be implemented during the next 10 years, pending receipt of funding.

FISH AND WILDLIFE PROJECTS

PRIORITY outputs | ESTIMAT- PROJECT DESCRIPTION
COSTS
1 60 trees $9,000 Trees will be placed in the river providing large
woody debris, improving fish habitat.
2 10 $300 Install 10 bird boxes at dispersed campsites.

10
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ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

PRIORITY OUTPUTS ESE“SAT' PROJECT DESCRIPTION
COSTS

1 800 acres $80,000 Broadcast burn in old-growth habitat areas.

2 50 acres $25,000 Silviculturally treat stands in scenic section with
stocking control indicated by thinning, harvesting,
and planting.

3 1 AMP $10,000 Data collection, analysis, NEPA, preparation of
Star Glade Allotment Management Plan.

4 1 AMP $20,000 Data collection, analysis, environmental assess-
ment, and preparation of the Bluebucket Allotment
Management Plan.

RECREATION AND TRAIL PROJECTS
PRIORITY outputs | ESTIMAT- PROJECT DESCRIPTION
COSTS

1 2 $25,000 Trailhead reconstruction at Malheur Ford.

2 1 $1,500 Early logging history interpretive site development
at Malheur Ford.

3 $30,000 Install new toilets at Malheur Ford and Burnt Bridge
Forest Camps.

11
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RANGE MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

PRIORITY OUTPUTS ESTIMATED PROJECT DESCRIPTION
COSTS

1 5 $2,500 Construct fence across Miller Flat Creek drainage
along river corridor boundary.

2 1 mile $8,000 Install cattle guards and construct fence around
Malheur Ford Forest Camp.

3 $2,500 Develop water sources for cattle on Bluebucket
and Dollar Basin Allotments.

4 .25 $3,750 Install fence and gate at Hog Flat Trailhead on
Malheur River Trail.

5 5 $3,000 Construct fence on the bench in Section 20 on
Bluebucket Allotment to keep cattle from drifting
down the river.

6 .25 $1,650 Construct drift fence with gate across drainage
below Mike Acton Spring.

7 $1,700 Install water trough in Dollar Basin (T. 17 S., R.
33 E. 1/2E. Sec. 24.)

8 $500 Install water trough on Star Glade Allotment, T.
17 S, R. 33 E. 1/2 E. Sec. 3.

6. Monitoring Plan

Listed below is the monitoring strategy for Management Area 22B, Malheur Wild and Scenic River. The intent
of a monitoring program is to ensure the resources are managed in a manner consistent with their protection
(and function). This monitoring strategy identifies the key ecosystem elements to be tracked during plan
implementation in order to determine if the objectives of this river management plan are satisfied. The
monitoring prescribed in this plan is in addition to the extensive Forest-wide monitoring already prescribed
in the Matheur National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, of which this river management plan

is an amendment.

Monitoring is defined as the repeated gathering and recording of pertinent information for comparison and
evaluation of plan objectives as well as standards and guidelines. Based upon the results of this comparison
and evaluation, the interdisciplinary team may recommend to the Forest Supervisor changes in management
direction, amendments, or revisions to this plan which are deemed necessary.

12
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MANAGEMENT AREA 22B

Other Wild and Scenic River Corrildor Monltoring ltems

1. Items discussed in this river management plan, but not discussed in the above strategy, are included in
the overall Monitoring Plan and program of work for the Malheur National Forest.

Wildlife Primary cavity excavator and nesting bird habitat (dead and defective tree
habitat): see monitoring item 12,

Big-game habitat: see monitoring item 13.

Bald eagle nesting and roosting habitat areas: see monitoring item 15.

Fisheries and Native fish populations, including Bull trout and resident
Watershed fish habitat: see monitoring item 10.
Recreation Recreation experiences: see monitoring items 4 and 9.

2. Monitoring items beyond the scope of the Malheur National Forest:

-Wildlife habitat effectiveness and validation monitoring, which is being coordinated at the sub-regionat level
(i.e., Blue Mountains physiographic zone).

-Management practices, such as the effectiveness of Best Management Practices (BMPs).

Lastly, the annual monitoring program will be contingent upon available funds. This funding will ultimately
determine the monitoring program priorities and resulting information flow.

15



Appendix A
DECISION NOTICE



DECISION NOTICE
Y AND
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
MALHEUR WILD AND SCENIC RIVER
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
And
MALHEUR NATIONAL FOREST LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN

AMENDMENT NUMBER 14

Grant and Harney Counties, Oregon
USDA Forest Service
Malheur National Forest
Burns and Prairie City Ranger Districts

Background

The Malheur River was designated as a wild and scenic river in the Omnibus
Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988. The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
directs the Forest Service to develop a comprehensive management plan for the
designated river corridor which will preserve the freeflowing character of the
river, protect water quality, and provide for the protection or enhancement of
the outstandingly remarkable values it contains. Congress identified scenery
as an outstandingly remarkable value.

A Resource Assessment was completed in January 1992. It was determined in this
assessment process that geologic, historic, and wildlife habitat were also
outstandingly remarkable values, and verified the finding by Congress that
Scenery was an outstandingly remarkable value. Therefore, the outstandingly
remarkable values for the Malheur River are scenic, geologic, historic, and
wildlife habitat.

The Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 100-557) of October
28, 1988, designated the Malheur River, Oregon, from the mouth of Bosonberg
Creek to the Malheur National Forest boundary, as a National Wild and Scenic
River, to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. The Forest Service
has delineated river corridor boundaries for the Malheur Wild and Scenic River
as required by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

The decision on delineation of river corridor boundaries, based upon an
Environmental Assessment, was signed on March 3, 1990, by John F. Butruille,
former Regional Forester. A subsequent appeal of this decision was withdrawn,
based upon the agreement that the boundary decision would be reviewed after
completion of a second Resource Agsessment for the river.



The second Resource Assessment, completed in January 1992, indicated that the
boundary is adequate for protecting the outstandingly remarkable values. The
river corridor encompéases approximately 3,758 acres which is less than the
maximum allowed by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (313 acres per river mile
versus the limit of 320 acres per river mile in the Act).

The northern terminus for the river corridor defined in the Act, the mouth of
Bosonberg. Creek, is on private land and is about 200 yards north of National
- Forest land in Logan Valley.

The Act specified an interim boundary of 1/4 mile on either side of the river
until the final boundary was established. The interim boundary included about
40 acres of private land outside the Forest boundary to the south and about 27
acres below the mouth of Bosonberg Creek.

The boundary decision made in 1990 excluded these private lands from within the
river corridor. Because the Act specified the mouth of Bosonberg Creek as the
northern terminus of the designated river, a minor amendment to the Act will be
proposed to Congress which will define the northern terminus as the point where
the river enters National Forest land in Section 2, T. 17 S., R. 33 1/2 E.,
W.M.

The designated river is 12 miles long. The upper 6 miles above Malheur Ford is
classified as scenic and the lower 6 miles below Malheur Ford as wild.

Decision

This Decision Notice designates the management strategy for the Malheur Wild
and Scenic River. This management strategy will be incorporated into the
Malheur Wild and Scenic River Management Plan.

This is a programmatic decision. The management plan will provide general
direction for management of the river corridor. In other words, it will permit
and prohibit certain things to happen in the future. For future activities and
projects allowed in the management plan, site-specific environmental analysis
will be conducted to determine environmental effects and to help make these
site-specific decisions.

It is my decision to implement Alternative 5 as described in the environmental
assessment, with modifications. Alternative 5 as modified provides the best
mix of management options that meet the requirements to preserve the
freeflowing character of the river, protect water quality, and protect/or
enhance the outstandingly remarkable values of the river and corridor.

I am establishing a new Management Area, MA 22b (Wild and Scenic River -
Malheur River). This.-new Management Area replaces Management Area 22 in the
Malheur National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) for the
Malheur River Corridor.

I am retaining the boundary as established in 1990. This boundary is
positioned in a manner that adequately protects the outstandingly remarkable
values found within the river corridor.



This decision will amend specific parts of the Forest Plan, in order to
implement Alternative 5 as modified.

Alternative 5 as modified and the Forest Plan amendment are detailed below
along with the reasons for my decision.

Tiering

The Malheur Wild and Scenic River Environmental Assessment (EA) documents the
analysis of management strategies for the river and designated corridor. The
Malheur Wild and Scenic River EA is tiered to the Final Environmental Impact
Statement for the Malheur National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan
(1990). I have reviewed the EA and associated documents. My decision is based
upon that review.

The EA and associated documents are available for review at the Malheur
National Forest Supervisor‘s Office, John Day, Oregon.

Location of the Scenic River

The Malheur Wild and Scenic River designation begins on Forest Service land in
the southern part of Logan Valley and ends downstream at the Forest boundary.
The total length of the river is 12.0 miles. There are approximately 2,588
acres within the river corridor in Grant County and 1,070 acres in Harney
County. The entire area is National Forest Land.

The river and corridor are located in Sections 8, 9, 10 and 15 of T. 18 s.,
R. 34 E.; Sections 7, 17, 18, 20, 28, 29, 32, and 33 of T. 17 S., R. 34 E.; and
Sections 2, 11, 12, and 13 of T. 17 S., R. 33 1/2 E., W.M.

Description of Alternmative 5 with Modifications

The objectives of the selected alternative (Alternative 5 with modifications)
are to: -

1. Provide for protection and enhancement of outstandingly remarkable
scenic, historic, geologic, and wildlife habitat values.

2. Allow continuation of livestock grazing in the river corridor and
provide for some timber harvest within the scenic segment as needed, while
achieving Visual Quality Objectives.

3. Provide for improvement of existing recreation facilities and allow
current recreational experiences to continue at existing levels. Some
additional trail construction will be allowed to meet future demands.

4. Establish scenery protection, wildlife habitat, fish habitat, and
recreation as the highest priority resources and uses. Timber and forage
production are considered to be lower priority within the corridor.

5. Maintain the aesthetic values and wildlife connectivity of the river
corridor.



6. Provide for long-term ecosystem sustainability while allowing for wise
use of the river corridor.

Alternative 5 as modified is summarized briefly below:

Old-Growth Habitat: 1,350 acres of land is set aside to provide old-growth
scenery and wildlife habitat. Certain activities and cultural practices are
permitted to ensure.the-sustainability of these ecosystems.

Fisheries Management: Limited improvement projects that mimic natural
processes are allowed to augment natural recovery of the river to provide
better habitat for native fish populations. No engineered "hard" improvement
structures are allowed. To protect fish habitat, the removal of large woody
debris (logs) from the river is prohibited.

Wildlife Habitat Management: Both structural and non-structural habitat
improvement projects are allowed in the scenic segment. In the wild segment,
only non-structural improvements are allowed. Habitat will meet 100 percent of
the potential populations of the primary cavity excavating and nesting birds.

Scenery Protection and Enhancement: The visual quality objective of the
river corridor is retention in the scenic segment, preservation in the wild
segment. Prescribed fire effects are considered to be natural appearing, and
prescribed fire will be managed to minimize short-term effects to scenery.
Necessary facilities, such as trails and toilets, and wildlife and fisheries
improvement structures are allowed to meet a partial retention visual quality
objective.

Grazing: Livestock grazing will be allowed as specified in the annual
operating plans, which are part of the allotment management plans, and in the
term grazing permits. Grazing by livestock will be conducted at levels which
meet Forest Plan utilization standards. Intensive grazing management
strategies will be allowed as allotment management plans are revised or
- developed. After site-specific environmental analysis, new fences and water
developments may be constructed along the river corridor boundary, or outside
the corridor, to facilitate better livestock management within the corridor and
on adjacent lands.

Unsatisfactory riparian conditions currently exist within the river
corridor. Forage utilization levels in these riparian areas have been exceeded
in the past. Forest Plan utilization standards for these unsatisfactory areas
will be enforced through the annual operating plans. Future grazing capacity
in the river corridor will be as determined through the allotment management
plans.

Conflicts between grazing and the protection of the outstandingly
remarkable scenic and wildlife habitat values will be resolved when
identified. When conflicts between recreation and livestock need to be
resolved, mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce the impact on
recreation.

Timber Suitability and Timber Management: 201 acres of tentatively
suitable lands in the scenic segment will be classified as suitable for timber



management. No harvest will be scheduled from these lands at this time due to
other management considerations; however, timber harvest may occur as necessary
to meet resource management needs. Lands within the wild segment are
classified as unsuitable for timber management.

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) Class: The ROS will generally be
semi-primitive, non-motorized, except for the Burnt Bridge and Malheur Ford
Forest Camp areas, where it will be Roaded Natural. Snowmobile use will be
allowed in the scenic segment.

Recreation Facilities Development: No new campgrounds will be constructed.
Improvements to existing facilities at Malheur Ford and Burnt Bridge are
allowed, which will provide a higher quality developed recreation experience
and better resource protection.

Dispersed Campsites: A fence will be constructed around the Malheur Ford
Forest Camp to exclude livestock. The existing campsites there and at Burnt
Bridge Forest Camp may be improved, but additional capacity will not be
provided. Access and dispersed camping sites within the corridor that are
creating resource damage will either be improved or eliminated.

Trail Development: With the exception of snowmobile use in the scenic
segment, trail use will be non-motorized only. The Malheur River Trail will be
closed to motorized use through a Closure Order. Rare exceptions may be
authorized for emergency or administrative. -

Future trail construction within the corridor is allowed. The extension of
the Malheur River Trail from Malheur Ford to Burnt Bridge and a new recreation
trail down Mike Acton Spring drainage may be constructed, with a trailhead in
the vicinity of Mike Acton Spring. Trail construction and maintenance levels
will be determined by the ROS Class for the area.

The Prairie City and Burns District Rangers will explore these and other
opportunities for rim-to-river trails and loop trail systems within and
adjacent to the river corridor. These loop trails should allow for a variety
of recreational experiences and difficulty levels. Any new trail construction
needs will be determined after site-specific analysis is conducted in the
future.

Water Quality: Water quality improvement projects are allowed which meet
visual qﬁality objectives of the area and will not affect the freeflowing river
conditions. State water quality standards will be met or exceeded, and Best
Management Practices will be followed for any activities which have the
potential to impact water quality.

Road Management: No new permanent roads will be -constructed, except as
allowed for mineral entry. Temporary roads for timber harvest will generally
be avoided, but may be allowed in the scenic segment after site-specific
analysis, where their construction will minimize regource impacts.
Improvements may be made to existing roads. Motorized travel will be limited
to existing roads.



Adjacent Forest Plan Management Areas

The National Forest System Lands adjacent to the river corridor have been
reviewed for effects that management of these lands could have on outstandingly
remarkable values. The existing management direction and Forest Plan standards
and guidelines are adequate to protect outstandingly remarkable and other river
related values. *

Reasons for the Decision

Throughout the planning process many people told us they liked the Malheur
River the way it is. They want to see the character of the river corridor and
the quality of the recreational experiences kept much the way they are now, but
allow subtle improvements to existing facilities and trails.

Some members of the public are concerned about the impacts from grazing and
want these impacts reduced or eliminated altogether. Alternative 5 as modified
allows for better grazing management and control of cattle through the
construction of fences and range improvemenmts and the possible use of intensive
grazing as a management strategy. The grazing capacity of the river corridor
will not change under this decision. Grazing receipts to the counties will be
unaffected.

Some members of the public are concerned about the loss of timber values and
the ability to deal with forest health issues if no harvesting was to take
place.

Above Malheur Ford, 201 acres of tentatively suitable lands outside the
old-growth habitat and riparian areas are determined to be suitable for timber
management. Unscheduled timber harvest above Malheur Ford can provide wood
fiber and timber sale receipts to the counties. There will be no harvest
scheduled from these lands at this time, however some unscheduled timber
harvest may occur. Any harvest will capture some of the timber value and allow
the management of resources, ensuring forest health recovery and ecosystem
stability.

Under Alternative 5, the wide range of recreational uses will be allowed to
continue with minimum regulation. Alternative 5 relies on better recreation-
site development to provide protection for water quality and fisheries habitat.
This alternative prohibits the removal of large woody debris from the river
corridor in order to protect fish habitat. . This river will never provide a
popular whitewater boating experience because of the number of portages and
safety hazards associated with logs in the river.

Use of the river corridor as a utility corridor is prohibited. This will
ensure that electronic and electric transmissjion lines and natural gas and
other pipelines will not impact the outstandingly remarkable values of the
river in the future.

The area within the scenic segment of the corridor and outside the 1/4 mile
minerals withdrawal area in the wild segment of the corridor will continue to
be open to mineral exploration and development under the 1872 Mining Law.
Necessary and reasonable access will be provided. 1In making my decision, I
considered proposing a minerals withdrawal on the area to the Secretary of



Interior in order to ensure protection of outstandingly remarkable values.
However, I have determined that a withdrawal application is not in the best
public interest at this time because very little minerals data exists, there is
no history of mining activities in the corridor, and the expense of withdrawal
to taxpayers is high. ' As the opportunity arises for a minerals potential
report to be prepared, I will add it to the Forest’s program of work. I will
also direct that an alternative which includes a no surface occupancy
stipulation in the corridor be included in the 0il and Gas Leasing EIS
currently being prepared for the Malheur National Forest.

Alternative 5 as modified encourages the use of prescribed fire as a management
tool to protect and enhance outstandingly remarkable values of scenery and
wildlife habitat. The use of fire, over time, will address existing forest
health concerns and help to achieve the desired future condition of the river
corridor.

The preservation visual quality objective (VQO) in the wild segment of the
corridor without an exception for prescribed fire would severely constrain
management activities. It would preclude the use of prescribed fire, without a
corresponding improvement in conditions. The long term protection and
enhancement of scenic and wildlife habitat values would not be ensured.
Therefore, prescribed fire will be viewed as natural appearing when analyzing
fire effects in project planning.

The retention (VQO) in the scenic segment of the corridor will allow some stand
treatments while protecting the scenic values of the river corridor.

Relaxation of the VQO to partial retention as described in Alternatives 3 and 4
would allow some short-term degradation of scenic values while treating areas
of the corridor. I do not feel the need exists to allow this at this time.

The riparian condition improvement rate in Alternative 5 is second only to
Alternative 2. This river corridor is an appropriate place to feature rapid
riparian area recovery and to demonstrate the ability to dé so.

Many members of the public want to see the old-growth, timbered character of
the corridor maintained.

There are unique old growth and ecosystem values involved throughout the
corridor. The 1,350 acres of scenic and wildlife old-growth habitat will
continue to provide the connectivity value of the corridor. - Forest Service
validation monitoring underway suggests that larger blocks of old—-growth
habitat than those currently identified in the Forest Plan may be necessary to
meet old-growth habitat needs for species such as the pileated woodpecker.

This alternative manages for 100 percent of the potential populations for
primary cavity excavators, thus maintaining the current high diversity of
populations in the corridor. This alternative does not maximize wildlife
habitat enhancement, but it does provide for high levels of habitat
protection. Current habitat values are of high quality and diversity.

Prohibiting new permanent road construction will protect existing high levels
of scenic beauty and wildlife habitat. The current road system provides
adequate access to the river corridor and to lands adjacent to the corridor.



Alternative 5 as modified balances current high wildlife habitat diversity and
connectivity with the means to sustain these over time. It will also continue
to provide scenic quality through non-scheduled timber harvest (in the scenic
segment), cultural practices, the quality objectives, and prescribed fire.

I feel this is the most balanced alternative relative to all of the issues,
resources, and public input, and provides the appropriate balance of
modifications to achieve the long-term protection and enhancement of
outstandingly remarkable values. This alternative provides for total ecosystem
sustainability for future generations.

Amendment Made to the Forest Plan

Amendment 14 to the Malheur National Forest Plan has seven purposes. These
are:

1. Removes the area within the Malheur Wild and Scenic River corridor from
Management Area 22 (Wild and Scenic Rivers)-.

2. Provides replacement management direction for the Malheur Wild and
Scenic River corridor by establishing a new Management Area 22b (Wild and
Scenic Rivers-Malheur.River). This replacement direction will be contained in
the Malheur Wild and Scenic River Management Plan.

3. Makes modifications to the Forest Plan and its appendices that are
necessary to make the documents internally consistent with both the
establishment of MA 22b and the elimination of MA 22. Specific references to
be changed are on the following pages of the Forest Plan: IV-5, 8, 13, 49, 134,
135, 136, 137, 138, and 139; a-2, 4, 5, 6, and 8; B-1 and 2, E-1l; and L-1l.

4. Adds 201 acres as suitable for timber management.

5. Reduces the Forest’s annual Allowable Sale Quantity (ASQ) by 34.2
thousand board feet on an annual basis.

6. Allows for implementation of intensive grazing management (Strategy D)
within the river corridor.

7. Removes from MA 13, 593 acres (dedicated old growth unit 0324) in the
central part of the corridor, which were incorrectly designated and counted as
MA 13 in the development of the Forest Plan, and places them in MA 22b.
Approximately 1,350 acres of the corridor will be managed to provide old-growth
habitat and old-growth scenery with one desired future condition. The desired
future condition for the old growth for this corridor is documented in the EA.
Management prescriptions to achieve the desired future condition will be
developed by site-specific analysis before any activities are implemented.

A management standard will be incorporated which specifies that a minimum
of 300 acres of old-growth habitat will be provided at any one time within the
corridor which meets the Regional definition and management requirement
direction. This will ensure that minimum habitat requirements for old-growth
associated species are provided at any point in time in the future in keeping
with the old growth strategy for the Forest. It is expected that high quality



old-growth habitat well in excess of this minimum will always be present, as
the old growth in the corridor is managed.

To accomplish the first purpose, I am revising the description of Management
Area 22 on page IV-134 and Table IV-3 of the Forest Plan to delete references
to the Malheur River.

To accomplish the second purpose I am adding a new management area, Management
Area 22b. I am also incorporating by reference the desired future condition
for Alternative 5 described in the EA and the standards and guidelines for Ma
22b listed below.

To accomplish the third purpose I am making the necessary changes to various
sections of the Forest Plan which describe the Malheur Wild and Scenic River as
part of Management Area 22. i

To accomplish the fourth purpose I am modifying Table B-2 of the Forest Plan
which describes suitable acres on the Forest.

To accomplish the fifth purpose I am modifying Table E-1 of the Forest Plan
which includes ASQ contributed from Management Area 22.

To accomplish the sixth purpose ‘I am adding the standard and guideline for
intensive grazing management described below to Management Area 22b.

To accomplish the seventh purpose I am modifying the description of Management
Area 13 on page IV-105 to reduce the acreage.

Standards and Guidelines for Management Area 22b

The Forest-wide management direction included in Chapter IV, Section E of the
Forest Plan applies to this management area except where superseded by the
following standards, which will also be incorporated into the Malheur Wild and
Scenic River Management Plan:

Recreation 1. Manage dispersed recreation for goals of semi-primitive,
non-motorized recreation. Manage recreation use to
provide a low incidence of contact with other groups and
individuals.

Roads/Trails 2. Manage roads and trails to ensure that the ROS goals,
objectives, and setting criteria for this management area
are met. Take actions necessary to maintain an
appropriate setting.

3. Distribute dispersed recreation use as necessary to
protect river values within the ROS classification. Use
the "Limits of Acceptable Change" process to determine
management actions necessary to preserve natural river
environments.

4. Maintain existing trails to minimum standards necessary
for the planned use.



Manage trails for non-motorized recreation use.

Construct or reconstruct trails to be consistent with
management area objectives, accommodate increased use,
ensure public safety, and reduce environmental damage.
Motorized equipment and vehicles may be authorized by the
District Ranger for trail maintenance and construction
and for limited off road administrative use; schedule
this work during low-use periods.

Fisherieg/Watershed

7.
8.
9.
Wildlife 10.
11.

Fire Management
12,

13.

14.

Utility Corridors

Fisheries and watershed improvement projects are allowed
which simulate natural processes and use native
materials. “Hard" structures such as engineered weirs
and bank armoring are prohibited.

The removal of large woody material from within the high
water channel of the river is prohibited.

Adopt Management Area 3A (Non-anadromous riparian areas)
standards and guidelines for riparian areas in the
corridor unless superseded by these standards.

Old-growth habitat within the corridor will be maintained
or enhanced. Though not suitable for timber management,
cultural practices including the cutting of trees will be
allowed. Wildlife and scenic value objectives will
determine the specific cultural practice(s).

A minimum of 300 acres of old-growth habitat, which meets
the Regional definition and management requirement
direction, must be maintained at any one time.

Because of the sensitivity of the wild and scenic river
corridor, measures will be taken to minimize the effects
of fire suppression activities (which includes "light
hand on the land" tactics). Bulldozers and other heavy
equipment use should be avoided, but if deemed necessary,
a district resource advisor will be assigned to prevent
any unnecessary damage to riparian areas and other
sensitive sites.

To reduce the amount of cutting, the use of long line
sling loads or existing openings will be encouraged
instead of clearing new helispots.

In all cases, the appropriate suppression response as
described for Management Area 22b and Management Area 14
(Visual Corridor) in the Fire Management Action Plan, in
addition to the above constraints, will be initiated for
each start.
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15. Manage this area as a Category 1 Avoidance area for the
location of utility corridors.

Range 16. Where intensive grazing management is in the allotment
management plan, utilization of forage on the suitable
range in satisfactory conditicn will not exceed 50% in
riparian areas, 55% in non-riparian grassland
communities, and 50% in non-riparian forested and
shrubland communities.

Other 17. New water supply dams and diversions are prohibited.
18. Hydroelectric power facilities are prohibited.

19. Flood control dams and levees are prohibited.
For the area of the corridor in the scenic segment to be managed as
Semi-Primitive, Non-Motorized ROS:

Roads/Trails 20. Limited temporary road construction is allowed for timber
harvest.

21. Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads
and trails -except snowmobiles operating on snow. Rare
exceptions for emergency or administrative use may be
authorized by the District Ranger.

22. Maintain existing roads to accommodate a variety of
vehicle use including passenger vehicle use,
high-clearance, four-wheel, and off-road vehicles in
accordance with the Forest Road Management Plan.

23. over-the snow vehicle use is allowed when snow depth
reaches 6 inches.

Minerals 24. Provide minimum access for exploration and development of
mineral resources. However, allow new road construction
only where a road is necessary for the next logical
developmental étage of the mineral resource, and where
other means of access (such as by helicopter, all-terrain
vehicle, or pack animal) would be infeasible or
unreasonable. Roads will be constructed to the minimum
standards suitable for the proposed use, and will be
obliterated and rehabilitated after completion of
activities.

Visuals 25. The visual quality objective is retention, however
structures and facilities necessary to meet the
objectives of this management area may meet partial
retention.

For the area of the corridor in the scenic segment to be managed as Roaded
Natural ROS (Burnt Bridge and Malheur Ford Forest Camps):
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Roads/Trails

Minerals

Visuals

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads
and trails except snowmobiles operating on snow. Rare
exceptions for emergency or administrative use may be
authorized by the District Ranger.

Maintain existing roads to accommodate a variety of
vehicle use incluiding passenger vehicle use,
high-clearance, four-wheel, and off-road vehicles in
accordance witl the Forest Management Plan.

Close primitive roads to motorized travel when the
surface would be damaged to the degree that resulting
runoff into the river would exceed sediment yield
threshold limits.

Limited temporary road construction is allowed for timber
harvest.

Provide minimum access for exploration and development of
mineral resources. However, allow new road construction
only where a road is necessary for the next logical
developmental stage of the mineral resource, and where
other means of access (such as by helicopter, all-terrain
vehicle, or pack animal) would be infeasible or
unreasonable. Roads will be constructed to the minimum
standards suitable for the proposed use, and will be
obliterated and rehabilitated after completion of
activities.

The visual quality objective is retention, however
structures and facilities necessary to meet the
objectives of this management plan may meet partial
retention.

For the area of the corridor in the wild segment to be managed as
Semi~Primitive, Non-Motorized ROS.

Roads/Trails

Minerals

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

No roads or other provisions for overland motorized
travel will be permitted within the designated corridor.

Prohibit motorized vehicle use off Forest System roads.
Rare exceptions