
Lower Desclwtes River
~a~age~,~t Plan
Record ofDecision



BH



Lower Des&z&es
River Management Plan

Record of Decision

Febrmq 2993





Table of Contents
1. Record of Decision .,.,...,....,......,,..............................................,  -..-..< . . . . . . e . . . . . . . . . . . . aas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

11. lratroductioI~ .......................................................................................................................................................... .c)

A. Background and River Corridor Bwndarics Q................................................................................................
B. Purpost and NLvtd  for the Plan ...................................................................................................................11
c. suInInary  of ..Zltematives .............................................................................................................................16

111. Lower Dc_xhutes River Management Plan Decisions for the Bureau of Land hlanasment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

A. Management Gosls  and Standards .............................................................................................................17
B. Planntxl  BLM  Management Actions Under the ‘Plan ................................................................................1 â/
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1. Record of Decision

the natural character of the area is not significantly
changed and natural values  r;uch as soil, water,
vegetation, svildliie habitat and cultural resources
are protect4 and wl~ere~er  possible, enhanced.
Regimentation Cand controls would be handled both
on-sitt?  and off-site through regulations, fees and, as
a last rwi,rt, uw limit&ions. On-site regimentation
and controls would bc obvious, but would be
cornpa tible rc+ith the em-ironment and aimed at
prutwting  natural ~alucs and visual quality. This
alternatiw is the en~ironmentaliy  preferable
alternative. This rixw managema~t  plan best mfxts
thu intent of Federal and State statues and lxst
resolves the river-r&&d pIarming issues \vhiIc
contributing to the local and regional economy and
protwting  or enhancing outstandingly remarkable
river-rulattxl resource wlucs.

Alternative 1 ivould ha~c prosid&  for a higher
Icvcl of usi:. The management  objcctix-es under this
alternative bvould be t<> acconunodatti incrcawd
levels of recreational us+ while protecting the
en~ironmcnt ivhcro the sights, wunds and interac-
tion with other indii:iduals or groups would often
lx high. The character of the area would remain in a
gncrally natural-appearing condition; howvcr,
facility development to enhance recreational
oppokuni  ties such as camping, boating, fishiing and
vehicle-oriented actiGtiies  ivould occur. On-site
rcgimrntation and controls would lx otwious, but
limittxi  to those necessary for public s;lfety  as ivcli
as to accommodate increased numlxrs  of visitors.,
and to maintain fisheries condition, soil stability
and xqctative  cowr. This aitematixrc would
provide the ~vidcst range of &wficial uses of the
river environment, but would pro:*idc the second
lowest  level of protection for both rcrwvable  and
nonrene~vable resowces.

Alternatisre  2 dc:wikd existing management,
Alternative 2 is the baseline from which the other
alternatives can be compared, This is the no-action
al terna tiw required by the J~a tional Env-ironmentai
Police Act. The intent of this altt?matii:e would be to
COlitiAUC present lt3Cls of llXlWq?p%2rit.  Overall
recreational LEE levels would be unrcgulatt~d and
~vould  continue PC increa* cacsing  a &deratr to
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II. Introduction
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a. Issue: Hnw should riparian areas be managed to
protect water quality?

1'
?II, c:'- <----

l! krcblem: Lass cfr degrSadatiun of vegetntim  and
soil due to Evestock  grazing has resulted in
damage to fish habitat.

Proposed Decision -
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Segment I - Number of Boaters by Bay - 1990

Primary  Use Season

DAILY TARGET LEVEL

*hams fisted on value axis above  months rapresent day of the weak and date for the year  1990. Total  for Primary Use Season 53,579.
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LEGEND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management

A Developed Campground LOWER DESCHUTES RIVER
h Semi-Developed Campground CAMPING  AREAS

ill- 17., Undeveloped Campsites Prineville District

0 Undeveloped Campsites 1992
Needing Further Review

1 0 1 2 3 Miles

Scale 1: 126,720

MAP 4 NORTH HALF



?c. --. -- --.. --. -







3) Problem: Safety, congestion and resource
damage at launch and landing sites.

Proposed Decision =

South Junction will not be managed  as a launch site.
The launch sites on BLhl lands at Nena and
Wapinitia will be upgrad&  for better  access to the
river as FL’Cll as bank prot&on. Tht2 BLM suppxt5
the Tribes in improvements  to bc made for the
launching and landing sites on Tribally-cwncd land
at Harpham Flat and Sandy l+ach, The Shcrars
Falls landing will bc clwwd when alternate facilities
are prwidixl  at Sandy Beach.

4) Problem: Inadequate foot access.

Proposed Decision -
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The BLM will actiwly recruit voluntwrs  to assist in
public information/edncati017  programs as well as
cle;~n-up, re:wurce  rchabilitaticm work and camp-
ground hosts.




