








































Introduction The upper Sandy River became a Wild and Scenic River through the Omnibus Oregon 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988.  This act added segments of 40 Oregon rivers to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers system.  The Sandy River was one of these 40 rivers.  
Three segments of the Sandy River were designated through the Omnibus Oregon Act.  
The upper two segments, covering a length of 12.4 miles, go from the river's headwaters on 
the west slope of Mt. Hood to the boundary of the Mt.  Hood National Forest.  The Mt.  
Hood National Forest is responsible for the administration of these river segments, and this 
Management Plan covers that portion of the river. A third segment downstream on the 
Sandy River from Dodge Park to Dabney Park was also designated in the 1988 Act.  A 
separate river management plan has been developed for that segment of the river by the 
Bureau of Land Management, Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department and 
Clackamas and Multnomah Counties and was completed in September of 1993. 
 
Much of the area in the river corridor is also identified as the Old Maid Flats Geologic 
Special Interest Area (SIA) in the Mt.  Hood Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, 
(also called the Forest Plan).  The SIA is identified as an A-4 land allocation in the Forest 
Plan.  Both the management direction for the SIA and the river management direction 
contained in the Management Plan will apply within those areas where both land 
allocations overlap.  Map 1.2 shows the Wild and Scenic River Corridor boundary. 
 
The purpose of this management plan is to provide for a comprehensive approach for 
managing, protecting, and enhancing the free-flowing natural character of the river and its 
associated values and natural attributes.  This plan describes a desired future condition of 
the corridor and provides management direction in the form of Standards and Guidelines, 
identification of projects to be implemented, and monitoring guidelines within the corridor. 
 
It must be realized that implementation of those activities and monitoring efforts identified 
in the river management plan are dependent upon available funding.  If budget allocations 
are insufficient, those project and monitoring activities proposed in this management plan 
may need to be rescheduled.  Insufficient budgets over a period of several years could 
cause an inability to implement proposed activities, to apply standards and guidelines, and 
to achieve some of the desired conditions. 
 
 
Wild and Scenic River Legislation 
 
In 1968, Congress passed the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, establishing a 
nationwide system of outstanding free-flowing rivers.  The primary purpose of the Act is to 
balance river development with river protection and conservation.  The Act specifically 
prohibits river from future hydropower development and requires managing agencies to 
protect and enhance those values for which the river was designated. 
 
As defined by the Act, a National Wild and Scenic River must be undammed and have at 
least one outstandingly remarkable resource value (ORV) to be include din the system.  
ORV's are those values which are river related (owe their existence or location to the 
river) and are rare, unique, or exemplary in character.  Rivers may be added to the 
system either by an act of Congress or by order of the Secretary of the Interior upon official 
request by a State. 
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