


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ~::JLTURE 


FOREST SERVICE 

ST. JOE WILD AND SCENIC RIVE~, :JAHO 


Notice of Management and Develo:rent Plan 


The following is the proposed plan ~ develop­
ment, operation, and management of t~e St. Joe 
Wild and Scenic River administered =/ the Forest 
Service in accordance with Public La~ 93-542. 
?rior to development public incu:s ~5re obtained. 

The plan is available for public re;ie~ and 
comment at the following Forest ~~":e offices: 

Forest Service 

Division of Recreation 

Agriculture Building 

Washington, D.C. 2025C 


Forest Service 

Northern Region 

Federal Building 

Missoula, Montana 5980: 


Forest Service 

Forest Supervisor's Off C~ 


Idaho Panhandle Nationa =:rests 

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho : ; 


The plan shall take effect 90 days ~r,m the date 
of publication of this notice. 

Sincerely yours, 

~1AX PETERSON, Chief 
U.S. Forest Service 
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INTRODUCTION 
On November 10. 1978 Congress included the upper 
St. Joe River in the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivfrs System. Tne Congressional act designated 
the St. Joe River from the North Fork of the St. 
Joe to Spruce Tree Campground as a Recreational 
River, and from Spruce Tree Campground to St. 
Jce Lake as a Wild River. 

is to provide 
with detailed t information for 
administration of the upper St. Joe River, to 
serve as a planning framework within which the 
Forest Service will administer the river and its 
resources, and to provide management information 
to interested parties. 

ESTABLISHMENT HISTORY 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 esta­
blished an initial tem of eight Wild 
Scenic Rivers. In addition, the Act designated 
the entire St. Joe River to be studied 
possible inclusion to the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 

The Act states that: ''It is hereby declared to 
be the policy of the United States that certain 
selected rivers of the nation, which with their 
immediate environments, possess outstandingly 
remarkable scenic, recreational, geological, 

fish and wildlife, historic, cultural or other 
simi 1 ar values, shall be preserved in free­
flowing condition, and that they and their 
immediate environments shall be protected for 
the benefit and enjoyment of present and future 
generations." 

In 1969 the Forest Service initiated ~he St. Joe 
River study to determine if the river qualified 

inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 
ver System, The Governor of the State of 

elected to engage in a joint study with 
the Forest Service. Input into the study was 
received from State and Federal agencies, a ten­
member Public Advisory Committee. and interested 
citizens. The St. Joe River Study Report pub­
lished jointly by the State of Idaho and the 
Forest Service in 1974 concluded that the entire 
river met the criteria for inclusion into the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

The Act provides that selected rivers and their 
immediate" environments be preserved in their 
free-flowing condition and protected. It also 
provides that if a river is included in the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, it shall 
be classified and segments designated as follows: 

Wild river areas - Those rivers or sections 
of rivers that are free of impoundments and 
generally inaccessible except by trail, 
with watersheds or shorelines essentially 
primitive and waters unpolluted. These 
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· represent vestiges of primitive Ameri ca. 

Scenic river areas - Those rivers or sec­
tions of rivers that are free of impound­
ments, with shore1 ines or watersheds sti 11 
largely primitive and shorelines largely 
undeveloped, but access ibl e in p1 aces by
roads. 

Recreational river areas - Those rivers or 
se.ctions of rivers that are readily acces­
si bl e by road or rail road, that may have 
some development along theJr shorelines., 
and that may have undergone some impound­
ment or diversion in the past. 

The Final Environmental Statement on the St. Joe 
ver prepared by the Forest Service and the 

State of Idaho recommended that the upper 72.8 
miles of the St. Joe River, from the boundary of 
the St. Joe NatiBna1 Forest to St. Joe Lake, be 
includ.ed in t.he National \-lild and Scenic Rivers 
System. '~ 

On November 10, 1978, Congress passed Public Law 
95-625 designating the St. Joe River from the 
North Fork o·f the St. Joe to Spruce Tree Camp­
ground (39.7 miles.) as a Recreational River and 
the segment from Spruce Tree.Campground to St. 
Joe Lake (26.6 miles) as a Wild River. 

Prior to completion of the Management Plan, 
public inputs were requested and received. The 
contact plan and subsequent responses are avail­
able at the Forest Supervisor's office. 

THE AFFECTED SETTING 
following account is a bri summary of 

existing situation within the St. Joe River 
infl uence zone. 

LOCATION 

The St. Joe River Valley includes an area of 
1,886 square miles in Northern Idaho (3). The 
basin is roughly elliptical in shape with its 
major axis extending from the Bitterroot Moun­
tains, on the Idaho-~1ontana boundary, westerly 
to the mouth of the St. Joe River at Beedle 
Point in Lake Coeur d'Alene, an elevation of 
2,110 (MSL). The source of the river is St. Joe 
Lake at an elevation of 6,460 feet (MSL). The 
river' flows westerly from St. Joe Lake 1 .1 
miles, traversing 99.8 miles of Shoshone County, 
32.2 miTes of Benewah County and 0.1 mile of 
Kootenai County, all in Idaho. 

WATER QUAL 

The ",.ater quality of the St. Joe watershed is 
good_ The entire river ~xceeds state and national 
standards for primary contact recreation sports
such as swimmi.ng. The water is well suited for 
domestic, industrial, agricultural and recreation 
uses. 
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\·Jaste discharge into the upper river is minimal. 
Forms of pollution which occur, but have not 
been well quantified, include those resulting 

recreation use, road building and log 
handling on the river. Recent environmental 
protection laws provide guidance for lessening 
the impact of these activities. 

LAND 

The St. Joe River basin is located in the northern 
Rocky Mountain physiographic province, charac­
terized by high mountains and deep, steeply. 
walled intermountain valleys. The canyon of the 
St. Joe River is in the early stages of maturity. 
This is typified by steep canyon walls and 
ittle flood plain development in the upper 

portion of the drainage. 

Most soils within the St. Joe Valley are com­
posed of a layer of fine wind deposited soil 
(loess) overlying residual material derived from 
parent bedrock. 

PEOPLE 

In 1970 there were 6,135 people residing in the 
St. Joe basin. The population is centered in 

~ the cities, primarily in and around St. Maries. 
Overall population density is light - 3.2 people 
per square mile as compared to 8.6 for Idaho and 
56.3 for the continental U.S. Population growth 

~ 

in and near St. Maries was about 16.3 percent 

from 1960-1970. Growth in the rest of the basin 
is static or declining slightly (23). . .. 

Employment is heavily dependent on the timber 
industry with up to 90 percent of the economy of 
the valley being derived either directly or 
indirectly from that industry.(14) 

ECONOMICS 

Timber. recreation, and agriculture are the 
three major economic factors in the valley. 
Approximately 330 million board feet come out of 
the St. Joe Basin each year. In 1972 about 
$26,100,000 was paid for timber stumpage, wages· 
and salaries (14). This compares to approxi­
mately $842,000 spent by recreationists along 
the river (2). 

WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

There are no dams or diversions on the upper St. 
Joe River or its tributaries. 

, 
LAND OWNERSHIP 

The upper half of the St. Joe River lies entirely 
within the St. Joe National Forest. There are 
no private lands within the classified river 
corridor. 
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MINERALS 

There are no patented claims within the clas­
sified corridor. There are, however, several 
unpatented claims. The validity of existing 
claims, and the property values associated with 
these clairs needs to be determined. 

ROADLESS AREAS 

The ~lallard-Lark;ns proposed wilderness incor­
porates about 20 miles of the St. Joe River that 
is designated as a Wild River. No activities 
can take place within the proposed wilderness 
that will jeopardize its wilderness character. 

If the area becomes a classified wilderness; 
section lO(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
states that system rivers which are located 
within boundaries of the tJational Wilderness 
Preservation System are subject to both the 
Wilderness Act (Public Law 88-577) and the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 90-542). In 
cases of conflict among provisions of the two 
acts, the most restrictive of the provisions 
takes precedence. 

AIR QUALITY 

Air'quality within the river corridor is generally 
excellent. Prescribed burning of big game
winter range in the spring and fall can cause 

the atmosphere to be smokey at times. 

TRANSMISSION CORRIDORS 

The classified river area does not contain any
transmission corridors. There are no known 
proposals for locating transmission corridors in ',.the area. 

MANAGEMENT OF AREAS 
ADJACENT TO RIVER CORRIDOR 

Protection of water quality of tributary streams 
is critical to maintainingwa.ter quality in the 
rher. The Fores.t Service water quality moni­
toring system will be used to detect changes 

could affect the river. 

Tributary streams serve as spawning and nursery 
areas for fish within the St. Joe River. It is 
necessary to protect and maintain fish habitat 
and fish populations on the tributaries as well 
as the river. 

Forest land outside the river corridor 
ch can be seen from the river road and the 

river shall be managed under the visual quality 
objectives established in this plan. The Forest ..Service has recognized the need to maintain 
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~isual qualities along the. river for several 
years (21). 

The Act classifying the St. Joe River prohibits 
dredge or placer mining within the banks and 
beds of the main stem and tributary streams. 

All the remalnlng sections of this plan pertain 
only to the classified river corridor. 

ADMINISTRA TION 
The St. Joe Wild and Scenic River is administered 
by the Idaho Panhandle National Forests. Adminis­
trative respons;bil ity for management is vested 
with the District Rangers. The Recreational 
River ;s under the jurisdiction of the Avery
Ranger District and the Red Ives Ranger District. 
The Wild River segment is managed by the Red 
rves Ranger District. 

REVIEW OF RIVER PLAN 
To remain effective. this plan needs periodic 
modification as new information becomes available 
or factors affecting the river and its use 
change. 

The, plan wi]linitially be reviewed and mbdi­
fi ed ,ifnecessary, two· years after ; fs publ ic:a­
tion date in the Federa.l Register. Thereafter 
the plan will be reviewed and modified every 
five years. Reviews will include evaluation of 
access needs to meet the intent of Public Law 
95-625. 
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MANAGEMENT GOALS 

RECREATION 

Provide for a full spectrum of river related 
recreational opportunities ranging from a 
tive experience on the Wild River portion to a 
developed recreation experience on the Recrea­
tional River segment. 

Manage the river corridor to provide a forest 
environment and a recreation experience that is 
based on a natural setting. 

Use Visitor Information Services to inform users 
of the historical. recreational, and natural 
values present. 

Provide for visitor health and safety in a 
manner consistent with the recreation experience 
level for river segments. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Protect the prehistoric and historic sites which 
are unique. non-reneWable resources of growing
importance to science, education and outdoor 
recreation. 

" 

TREES AND fOREST COVER 

Mai.ntain timber as a valuable, renewable resource 
within the river corridor and basin. 

. Maintain vegetative diversity within the river 
corridor. 

WILDLI FE 

Manage the river corridor to provide habitat for 
both game and non-game species. 

Protect and enhance the habitat of threatened 
and endangered species. 

Cooperate with the State of Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game to maintain and enhance wildlife 
populations. 

FISHERIES 

Cooperate with the State of Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game to protect and enhance the quality 

. cutthroat fishery. 

Protect important cutthroat tributary spawning

and nursery areas located outside the river 

corridor. 
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WATER QUALITY 

Preserve the existing water cuality by carefully 
managing resource activities (i .e., timber 

rvest. road :onst~Jctio~. rec~eatior sites), 

~/airta~n ,~-:::;.~.:. ···::::e·~ :-.'-" ::·... r~e, ~c';:C.~:::i·.. S 

alon,? the ,1,,::,-, 

VISUAL 

Protect and maintain the na:~~a~ characteristics 
of the landscape. 

Minimize the impact of existing and future 
management activities on visJal resources in 
accordance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
and the river management plan. 

RANGE 

Maintain vegetative diversity of non-tree plant 
communities while providing for forage use. 

FIRE MANAGEMENT 

Use prescribed fire to help meet the wildlife 
objectives for the Recreational River portion of 
the St. Joe. . 
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RECREATION 
EXPERIENCE LEVELS 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER. 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 provides 
for a full range of river recreation oppor­
tunities under the wild, scenic, and recrea­
tional classifications. These range from a 
primitive, wilderness-type experience on a wild 
river portion. to a heavily used and intensively 
developed recreation experience on some rec­
reational rivers. In setting management objec­
tives and design stand~rds for the river 
user attitudes and needs, the phy~ical resources, 
recreation opportunities, and the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act need to be considered. 

User expectations and needs, the river classifi­
cation, and the features of the river corridor 
help determine the experience levels and manage­
ment objectives for each river segment. 

Access to ar area is one of the primary deter­
~inants of recreation experience opportunities. 
From St. '1ari es to Avery the st. Joe Ri ver Road 
is being reconstructed by the Federal Highway 
Administration to state highway standards. The 
St. Joe River road is generally two-lane oiled 

the North Fork of the St. Joe to 
Creek (28 miles). From Gold Creek to 

Spruce Tree Campground the rOad is dirt surfaced 
nimal turnouts (11 miles), The Wild 

ver segment (26 miles) is acCessible by trail, 

except for a roaded segment between. Heller Creek 
Campground and Medicine Creek (5 miles). 

Campground capacity (250 people-at-one-time, 
PAOT) is fairly well distributed throughout the 
Recreational River corridor. However. the 
majority of the use (75%) occurs in campgrounds 
located along the two-lane paved segment of the 
St. Joe River road. 

spersed use sites that are accessible by road 
are concentrated in the lower portion of the 

assified river corridor. From the North Fork 
of the St. Joe to Bluff Creek there are thirty­
seven tent camping sites with parking for forty­
six vehicles (154 PAOT). From Gold Creek to 
Spruce Tree Campground there are sixteen tent 
sites with parking for twenty-four vehicles (74
PAOT). Additional potential camping capacity ;s 
situated on the south side of the river. The 
Wild River segment has not been surveyed for 
dispersed use sites. 

Public input on the Environmental Statement for 
the St. Joe River indicated that its lightly
developed character is an important river value 
(16) . . 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSI 

A policy statement based on recreation experience 
levels is needed to guide recreation management 
and development along the St. Joe River. 
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Surveys of recreationists in 1 1 and 1972 
indicated that most users (61~) wanted the basic 
character of the river corridor ~aintained. It 
is assumed that recreationists value sys 
haven't changed significantly ~n seven years 
(2). The Forest Service will continue to 
receive requests from recreation users for more 
rustic recreation units and continued ~ain­
tenance of existing facilities. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Manage the St. Joe River corridor to provide 
recreation opportunities and a forest environ­
ment that is based on a natural setting. Within 

the Recreational River corridor, provide for 
recreation activities that are dependent on or 

enhanced by the owing nature of the 
river. 14anage :Me Wild River segment to provide 
for outdoor rec~eation opportJnities dependent 
on.a primitive setting. Use the Outdoor Rec­
reation Opportunity Spectrum, as modified by 
this river plan, as a guideline for recreation 
management and developlnent'within the river 
corridor (5). 

The river classification, access road standard, 
current level of facility development seg­

ment the St. Joe River into three recreation 
opportunity classes. 

Manage the segment from the rth Fork of the 
St. Joe River to ~d Creek under the R~ral 
opportuni class. ~his opoortuni:. class ~s 
characterized by a natural-a~p aring ~orest 
environment with facility deve opment and visitor 
information services at a slig tly higher leve 
than currently provided. 

Gold Creek to SpruceCampgrourd manage 
for a Rustic opportunity class. This segment is 
characterized by motorized access to a natura 
environment with outside influences present, but 
minimized. Characteristic recreation develop­
ments incl~de low density campgrounds and il­
head facilities. 

Manage the Wild River segment from Spruce Tree 
Campground to the St. Joe Lake as a Semi-Pri~i­

12 



tive Non-motorized Opportunity Class. This 
opportunity class is dependent Dna primitive 
envi ronment with facility deve 1 opment and 
environmental modifications at a minimum. 
rlo-::'GrLt!I.' Lise is restricted to specified roads 
wi~nin the Wild River corridor. 
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ST. JOE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 

RECREATION MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 


River Segment Experience Opportunities Physical, Social, Managerial Setting 

North Fork of 
St. Joe to 
Gold Creek 

RURAL 

OPPORTUNITY 


CLASS 


About equal opportunitles 
for affiliation with other 
user groups and opportu­
nities for isolation from 
sights and sounds of man. 
Opportunity to have a 
high degree of interaction 
with the natural environment. 

Area is characterized by predominantly natural environ­
ments with moderate evidences of the sights and sounds 
of man. Such evidences usually harmonize with the 
environment. Renewable resource modification and uti ­
lization practices are evident, but harmonized wi 
natural environment. 

Concentrations of users moderate with facilities some­
times provided for group activity. Evidence of other 
users is prevalent. Controls and regimentation offer a 
sense of security and are on-site. Moderate densities of 
groups is provided for in developed sites. Low-to­
moderate densities prevail away from developed sites. 

Primary access is generally over paved roads. Facility
design may tend toward and incorporate synthetic materials. 
Development density is three to five family units per acre. 

sitor information services are available. 

Gold Creek to 
Spruce Tree 
Campground 

RUSTIC 

OPPORTUNITY 


CLASS 


Moderate opportunity for 
natural environment 
experiences with an oppor­
tunity to ,have a hi gh 
degree of interaction with 
the natural environment~ 
Explicit opportunity to 
use motorized equipment 
while in the area. 

Area is characterized by a natural environment with out­
side influences present, but minimized. 

Concentration of users is low, but there is often evi­
dence of other users. The area is managed in such a way
that minimum on-site controls and restrictions may be 
present, but subtle. 

Facilities are provided for both protection of resource 
values and comfort of users. Rustic design of improve­
ments is based on native materials. Campground develop­
ment density is about three family units per acre. 
Visitor information services are availble. Facilities 
for horse use and trailhead facilities are provided. 
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ST. JOE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 

RECREAT MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES (CONT.) 


River Segment Experience Opportunities Physical, Soci.al, and Managerial Setting 

Spruce Tree 
Campground to 
st. Joe La ke 

SEMI -PRIMITIVE 

NON-MOTORIZED 


OPPORTUN lTY 

CLASS 


Opportunity for exploring 
and experiencing isolation 
from the sights and sounds 
of man. Independence,
closeness to nature, tran­
quility, and self-reliance 
are important experience 
opportunities. 

Area is characterized by a predominately unmodified 
natural environment. 

Concentration of users is low, but there is some 
evidence of other users. 

The area is managed in such a manner that minimum on­
site controls and restrictions may be present, but are 
subtle. Facilities are provided for the protection of 
resource values and safety of users. 

On-site materials are used where possible. Motorized 
use is controlled. 

*Adapted from B. L. ver1s, Outdoor Recreation Opportunity Spectrum, 1979. 
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RECREA TION USE 

SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The following use figures have been recorded for 
the St. Joe River: 

Year Visitor Dai:s 

972 45,250 
1973 44,250 
1974 59,500 
1975 52,000 
1976 50,300 
1977 42,400 
1978 52,000 

A direct comparison indicates little growth in 
recreational use between 1972 and 1978. However, 
during most of an indicated period, road con­
struction and road closures have taken place for 
extended periods of time. During this same 
period of time, recreational use on the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forests has been growing at 
about six percent per year. 

Population trends are expected to remain static 

in the St. Joe Valley through the year 2000. 


ation projections for the five 
counties of Idaho, however, indicate a doubl; 
by the year 2000. The population of Spokane 
County is expected to increase 20 percent or 
more in the next 20 years (23). 

Population increases in the surrounding areas 
will result in increased recreational use and 
pressures on the St. Joe River. As use con­
tinues to increase; the loss in physical. bio­
logical, and social values may become intolerable. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The population of the influence area has in­
creased in recent years and will continue to 
grow. 

Demand for recreation opportunities will con­
tinue to grow at least as much as the regional 
population. 

Dramatic changes are occurring in such ent~ties 
as energy, population, and outdoor recreation. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Use the Recreation Information Management system 
to monitor use within the river corridor. If 
dramatic increases in use occur. monitor the 
physical and biological resources to detect 
adverse impact on river values. 

Monitor recreation use to ensure that river 
values are not degraded. If use restrictions 
become necessary, they will be imposed whenever 
possible on the user before he enters the river 
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corridor. Visitor use within the Wild River 
corridor will be subtle and tonsi~tent with the 
primitive recreation experience levels. 

CARRYING CAPACITY 

SITut-TIeN ­

Recreational carrying capacjty has been defined 
Lime and Stankey as II ••• the character of 

use that can be supported over a specified time 
by an area developed at a certain level wit 
causing excessive damage to either the physical 
environment or the experience for the visitor." 
The three basic components of carrying capacity 
are: 1) management objectives, 2) visitor 
attitudes and 3) recreational impact on physical 
resources (8). 

management objectives for recreation use are 
given under the Experience Levels section of 
this plan. The three experience levels for the 
river are based on user expections and needs, 
the river classification, and natural features 
of the river corridor. Carrying capacity must 
be based on the experience levels for that 
particular segment. 

The second component of carrying capacity is 
visitor attitude or values. A survey of users 
in 1971 and 1972 indicated that additional 
campqrounds, toilets, fireplaces, and tables 
were not desired. The majority of the users 

; 

%) were against development. Recreation 
activity participation was equally divided 
between camping, sightseeing, fishing, and 
picnicking (2). The value system of the users 
whoseact1vity is most constrained should be 
used as a guideline in determination of carrying 
capacity. 

last component of carrying capacity is the 

recreational impact on the physical resource. 


n the river corridor, damage to the physical 

resource as a result of recreation use is mini 


SITUATION - RECREATI RIVER 

The management objective between the North Fork 
of the St. Joe and Gold Creek is to provide for 
day use and developed camping fatilities under 
the Rural Opportunity Class. The most con­
strained recreation activity in this segment is 
overnight camping. The developed campground 
capacity is 145 (PAOT). while the dispersed 
camping capacity is 154 (PAOT). There is some 
potential for expansion of developed campground 
capacity in this river segment. Current camp­
ground use is approaching capacity in this 
river segment. 

The management objective from Gold Creek to 
Spruce Tree Campground is to provide for dis­
persed overnight use and low-denSity campgrounds. 
The area is to be managed under the Rustic 
Opportunity Class. Overnight camping is the 
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most constrained recreation activity. ,The 
developed campground capacity is 120 (PAOT).
while the dispersed campground capacity is 66 
(PAOT). Currently the majority of the camping 
occurs outside of developed sites. Camping use 
is significantly below capacity for this portion 
of 

There is potential for camping
capacity by providi ats on the 
south side of the river. 

The current camping capacity of the Recreational 
Ri ver is 485 PAOT. Thi s number is the current 
design capacity of the river corridor rather 
than the recreational carrying capacity. It 
could. however. be indicative of the possible 
values for carrying capacity. 

Further studies of visitor attitudes and values 
and the physical resources of the river need to 
be completed before a carrying capacity deter­
mination can be made. These then need to be 
intergrated with the experience levels for the 
various segments in order to determine carrying 
capacity. 

- RECREATIONAL RI 

Overnight camping use will continue to be the 
most constrained recreational activity 
therefore the most appropria for determination 
of carrying capacity. 

With proper management site deterioration due to, 
overuse will remain insignificant. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

itor visitor attitudes and the physical 
resources of the river corridor. If significant 
changes occur review the experience levels for 
the various river segments to insure that manage­
ment of the river corridor is responsive to user 
needs. If necessary impose restrictions on 
recreation use to protect the river environment. 

Determine the recreational carrying capacity of 
the river corridor prior to revision of this 
management plan. Recreational carrying capacity 
will be based on the recreation experience 
levels, visitor attitudes, lnd the recreational 
impact on physical resources. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The Wild River segment is to provide for river 
related outdoor recreation opportunities in a 
primitive setting. The management objective for 

s segment is to provide a minimum of developed 
facilities with an emphasis on overnight trail 
use. 

ler Creek Campground and 

ver 

ve dispersed 

camping sites are located 
 Red Ives Creek 

,Road (No. 320). The Wild segment contains 
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two major trails which ow the rfver (St. Joe 
ver .Trail ~o. 48 and the St. Joe Lake Trail 

~io. 49). 

ASSUMPTIONS ~ WILD RIVER 

Overnight camping capacity is not constrained 
n the Wild River corridor. 

Site deterioration due to overuse will remain 
ins i gn ifi cant. 

~1ANAGEMENT DIRECTION - ~JILD RIVER 

Determine the recreational car~yinq capacity of 

the ~ild River corridor prior to reV1S1on of . 
this manage~ent plan. It is expected that the 
nu~ber of trail encounters will be the critical 
factor in deter~ination of carrying capacity. 

DISPERSED USE 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Recreation use along this segment is diverse 
with camping, fishing, hunting, hiking, berry-· 
picking, sightseeing, picnicking, swim~ing. and 
river floating being the most popular recreatiora~ 
activities. 

FiShing is a major recreational activi:y on the 
river. The river currently provides o~e 0+ :he 
highest quality fisheries in Idaho. 

Many hunters use camping sites within the river 
corridor as a base camp. The St. Joe River 
drainage over the past ten years had eight 
percent of the State elk harvest and about one 
percent of the State deer harvest. 

Trails are an important recreational opportunity 
within the Recreational River segment. Twenty­
four trails have their trail heads along this 
segment of the river. These trails are used by 
fishermen, hunters, berry pickers, horsemen and 
hikers. ~1any of the trails, howev'er, are in 
poor cond it ion. 
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Nelson Ridge National Recreational Trail 
System has a trailhead within a quafter mile of 
Packsaddle Campgro 

DisQersed camping is an important recreational 
cctivity along the St. Joe River. Thirty-seven 
tent sites (154 PAOT) exist between the North 
Fork of the St. Joe and Gold Creek. The majority 
of the sites are situated between Siwash Creek 
and Eagle Creek. Only four of the tent sites 
are found between Eagle Creek and Gold Creek. 

The segment between Gold Creek and Spruce Tree 
Campground has sixteen tent camping sites (66 
PAOT). This area receives heavy pressure from 
hunters and their pack stock during the fall. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Trails are an important component of the rec­
reational experience in this portion of the 
river. 

Dispersed use such as camping, hunting, fishing, 
hiking, and berrypicking will continue to 
receive high priority in recreation management 
on National Forests. 

Dispersed use sites are limited along the St. 
Joe River. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 
(NORTH FORK OF THE ST. JOE TO GOLD CREEK) 

Manage trails adjacent to the river to preserve 
a variety of recreation opportunities along the 
river corridor. Improve existing trails serving 
the river corridor which are in poor condition 
and/or lack adequate trailhead facilities. 
Trail management and maintenance will be consis­
tent with the Recreation Experience Levels for 
this segment of the river. 

For this river segment,encourage day use 
activities at dispersed sites and overnight

n9 at developed campgrounds. Camping at 
dispersed sites will be allowed, but will be 
monitored to insure that river values are not 
being degraded. If unacceptable damage occurs 
due to dispersed camping use, area closures and 
other appropriate management techniques will be 
imolemented to protect river values. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 
(GOLD CREEK TO SPRUCE TREE CAMPGROUND) 

Trails are an important component of the rec­
reational experience in this river segment.
Identify trails that need reconstruction or 
relocation. Construct, where appropriate, new 
trails to improve access, use, and increase 
recreation opportunities. Trail reconstruction 
and construction will be consistent with the 
Recreation Experience Levels for this river 
segment. ' 
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low and encourage u~e at dispersed sites, but 
monitor such use to insure that sites are not 
degraded. Dispersed camping is an important 
recreation activity in this portion of the 
river, but if resource damage occurs implement
appropriate use restrictions. Consideration 
will be given to designating dispersed camping
sites. 

Monitor horse and pack stock use and the need 
for stock handling facilities. Construct, where 
appropriate, stock handling facilitfes to protect 
river values. Locate stock facilities, where 
feasible, outside the immediate river environment. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act states that Wild 
Rivers are to provide river related outdoor 
recreation opportunities in a primitive setti 

The Wild River segment contains two major trails. 
The St. Joe River Trail No. 48 follows the north 
bank of the river for 17.2 miles from Spruce
Tree Campground to the Heller Creek Road (No. 
320). Seventeen trails branch off the river 
trail and lead into the unroaded Bean-Bacon 
country, The St; Joe Lake Trail No. 49 follows 
the St. Joe River for 5.8 miles from Medicine 
Creek to St. Joe Lake. The two trails are 
popular with fishermen and hikers during the 
summer months and hunters durina the fall. 

There are five dispersed tent sites (20 PAOT) 
that are accessible by road along this segment 
of the river. 

ASSUMPT - WILD RIVER 

Trails are an important part of the primitive
recreation experience that a Wild River is to 
provide. 

Wild River classification is consistent with the 
dispersed recreation management emphasis in the 
Forest Service. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Provide for river related dispersed recreation 
opportunities in the Wild River corridor. 
Preserve the primitive setting of the Wild River 
segment. 

Trail construction and reconstruction will be 
consistent with the recreation experience level 
for this segment. 
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DEVELOPED FACILITIES 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Campgrounds are the major developed recreation 
facilities along the St. Joe River. Currently 
seven campgrounds are situated within the Rec­
reational River segment. 

Campground capacities are as follows: 

CAMPGROUND 
NUMBER OF 

CAMP ING UN ITS 
CAPACITY 

PEOPLE-AT-ONE-TIME 
VISITOR-DAYS 

Oct. 1 , 1977-Sept. 30, 1978 

Packsadd1 e 2 10 700 

Turner Fl at 8 55 1,900 

Tin Can Flat 8 40 1,700 

Conrad Crossing 8 40 1,200 

Fly Flat 17 85 900 

Beaver Creek 2 10 700 

Spruce Tree 5 25 1,000 

TOTAL 50 265 8,100 Visitor Days 

Opportunities for development of new campgrounds
exist along tributary streams and on the south 
side of the river. A fairly large. site is 
located on the south side of the river at Bootleg 
Creek. Another potential site is across the 
river from Wahoo Creek. Both of these sites 

d require bridge construction across the 
river for access. 
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The development potential on the north side of 
the river is limited. Between Avery and Gold 
Creek there are no suitable sites for major 
campground development. From Gold Creek to 
Spruce Tree Campground several large flats are 
along the river road and are suitable fo~ camp­
ground development. Currently. these flats 
receive fairly heavy dispersed camping use. 

upgrading Tin Can, 
Turner Flat, and 
Plans for expandi 

Campgrounds have been 
developed. 

Beaver Creek Campground is located next to the 
intersection of the St. Joe River Road and the 
Beaver Creek Road. The camp units are located 
below the river road while the toilets are 
located above the road. No water is provided at 
the campground. 

Campground expansion is possible at Fly 
Flat and Spruce Tree campgrounds. 

Day use and trailhead facilities are generally
inadequate or non-existent alonq the river 
corridor. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Use of developed campgrounds wi 11 increase in 
the future. 

Trail and day use facil i ti es wi 11 have to be 
developed to meet demand for dispersed rec­
reation along the St. Joe. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Use the Recreation Experience Level section of 
this plan as a quideline in design. reconstruction. 
or construction of developed facilities. 

If additional campgrounds are needed, locate new 
campgrounds along tributary streams outside of, 
but easily accessible to. the classified river 
corridor or on the south'side of the river. 
Develop trail heads and day-use facilities, if 
needed. along the south side of the river. 
Access could be by road or foot bridge, which­
ever is more appropriate. 

Expand and upgrade Tin Can. Turner Flat, and 
Conrad Campground as previously planned as funds 
become available. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The only developed recreation site in the Wild 
River corridor is Heller Creek Campground. The 
campground has four units with a total people­
at-one-time capacity of twenty. During the 1978 
season 1.100 visitor-days of use were recorded 
for the campground. 
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{In informal trailhead facility for the St. Joe 
River Trail No. 48 is located next to the 
campground. 

A tr~ilhead for the St. Joe Lake Trail No. 49 
;s located above the confluence of Medicine 
Creek and the St. Joe River. 

ASSUM~TIONS - WILD RIVER 

Large developed campgrounds are inconsistent 
with the primitive recreation objectives for a 
Wild River. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Maintain the Heller Creek Campground at the 
current capacity. 

New campgrounds will not be constructed within 
the Wild River portion of the St. Joe. 

Use the guidelines in the Recreation Experience 
Levels section of this plan in design. recon­
struction. or construction of recreation 
facilities within the Wild River corridor. 
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RECREATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

LEGEND 

Trailhead 


Campground 


.IJIII)... Horse Use Facilities 

,a' POint of Interest 

m Ranger Station 
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AVERY RANGER STATION* 
Upgrade Visitor Information 
Services at Ranger Station. 
Provide river flow infor­
-~tion for floaters. 

':~cssif~e::! 

" /
_/ 

-

4' '. 

----., 

----­

'lAVERY RANGER STATION HISTORIC 
, SlTE* 
\ Refurbish ranger station and 

provide manned Visitor Infor­
mation Services. 

" 

'. 
~. 
~. 

SQUAW CREEK CAMPGROUND* 
Expand and rehabilitate 

~I camoQround. Provide for 
users. 

*Denotes sites outside the 
~Iclassified river cDr~tdDr. 

9 \ • 

~ 
:t' 
.~ 

"" 

PACKSADDLE NATIONAL RECREATION 
TRAIL 

\ 

S~S~i\ 
'5290fr

'. IJ 
)j 

Construct trailhead across " 
the road from existing camp­ ;;t.
ground. Provide facilities / : 
for horse users. /, r"l- i I 

1...-------------1{#157 : 
PACKSADDLE CAMPGROUND 

Rehabilitate campground to 
accommodate the handicapped. 

T 
45 
N 
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MALIN RIDGE TRAIL 

Reconstruct trailhead. 
Thi stra ilhead wi 11 e I so 
serve .the original river 
interpretive trail. 
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NUGGET TRAIL 
Reconstruct trailhead such 
that trailhead is for both 
river floaters and hikers, 
Design as a day use sit~" 

781 

32 



/ ";A ' "/ --- ... d\ i - -, ,', ,'_ " I~ -c,' 3 
/ 

:;::::;~' 'P:7'''l--, / f -' P , "AM,pr:DOU"~ 'PR"P,,5:..v_ 
• ',"-1'? I I' 6 l *GOLD CREE ... .'-~ 'r- ~ - ~ '.. _" d"lie~oo-e"'_ 

2, l;r:r,' ')W'~h't' ta"" ....~ g'" Complete c!es;g~~ ~a'Dgrounc.
., . ~j" I e • 0 f an ei Q"~ un - - vi __ .)j4~~r A-"'- . . "',id, th, ,~ " 

y,'" 'I .. 
/ 

3 

L;-~~ ." . ")'"" -0""0; ";:,,:~ co;,'',,, ~~.--I. ....1.1--=--' ".' ". , I o1o;;,f,"" .... ')l'~" \1·1', fn<.);'~1(:·:·,·t;~'''r· d '.fA, ~_&~'~~/~~~/~---=
>~~ f!'llir',,\;. ('-<' 0L...- I,· , . . :J'-, i '.'-r(

1/ '\ f+.{f. ..... '1..( '",1. /; , 
.. (/, I 'V'~/,' '~L$"7 

16 .. 

T tI' ___ -' ..t pegl'eg , 
44 
N 

);;;;;?/I·· .. ·~l- "econs,r;J:~ :r "'lea::! ',': '. . _ L._____'__________....;:::>.c'. . 1. ,- ,./ ..... '-"",-orl:Jrc-'"~,'''! "" I,; f~' 1 ,'--r,,., 'V
A 

Y ... • j .. , • .... - ..... 

\ 
.... 

, .... 

/~,:
I ' 
. ~7 

!Walb 
Rt~,·: v-" 
. =..;.•~~ .." 

26 -

"",j' ~ 
/"Q/o~ 

\ ISIMMONS RIDGE 7RAIL 
SIMMONS CREEK 7RAIL 

Design and construct a 
trailhead facility for 
hiker and horse use with 
overnight facilities. 
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DEVELOPMENT COSTS 

The estimated recreation devel for 
the next ten years are $792, 
of costs is as follows: 

FACILITIES 
or Reconstruction 

IG~rovement &Expansion of Present Sites 
Facilities for the HandicaPDed 

INTERPRETI~E S!T 
SIGNING 
TRAIL 
~ithin [~as~,~ied River Corridor 22, 
;r'..' ~ ;: 1i n ~ v e r~ aI ! ey 35 900 

Ui :T DEV 'v'JSTS 

17,000 
49,000 

,000 
5236, 000 

'"'~,):.;, 

1,000 

o 700 

S792,700 
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F'LOAT TRtP POLley 
S ITUATI ON - RECR:EATtONAC'RIVER 

.The Re.creational Ri vel'" segmen't offers forty 
mtles of free-flo.w';ng riv'.er for canoers, kayakers, 

.' and rafters. Aecordi ng to the Internat i ana 1 
White,..Water RatiA'9. Sy.stem the! Recre.ationa.l Ri ver 
isclassetl as nwstly Grade r ami.c II water w·ith' 
sonte'Grade I II a,nd 1'l rap.ids. (18). 

FrOffi<.Sjlrllce Tree;c Campground to, Gold Creek the-ere . 
.are· twelve, m.fle;s:. of Grad:e. Il and I I I water. Th,js. 
portion is s~uHa·ble, for experienced paddlers in 
ce. noes·,. ra'fts or'kiayaks. Gene-JI"aJly, the water 
on this section' ocfriver is too' low· fa,}:" boating 
by mid~J,uly;. 

The d.ver secti Ofl' from" Go\ld· Creek to, Bluff Creek 
offe'rs a.. s.evel'lmile. float trip:. The'water is.; 
usua:l1y, deep' enougb·· to: rU1L thro:ugtr July; The· 

. rgi.fgbe>st rapids Oft the St·, Joe': Rlve'r are on thi s 
secti.on.· Ti.unbJedOWA' Fans" a,s';x foot drop. is 
precedettby: Zmly:a,rd's;of Grade. I¥ rap.ids. 

. From Bluff Creek: to Turner. Flat Camp,gr,ound there. 
are sixteefrm:iles of flra:d&> Ir rap:iciS.. In summer, 
this section: is suitab.lefo'r rafts., kayaKs, and 
open canoes·.rA'the spring a, s'pray cover i.s. 
required on kayaks and canoe.s. Several hundred 
yards after TOl.Jrist Creek the river enters 
Skookum Cafwon. A thousand yards of violent 
Grade III and IV rapids limit this section to 
highly skilled experts. 

'. ­
The remainder of the classified river is Grade I 
and II rapids . 

The majority of the use is by private parties on 
day trips. At this time there is no problem 
with ove.ruse. 

At this time there are no special use permits 
for outfitter f1 oat tri ps on the St. Joe. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

River use will increase in the future. 

Outfitters w'l'll request spec i a 1 use permits for 
float trips along the St. Joe. 

Information on river flow·s and other pertinent 
information will be increasingly requested by 
the public. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

MOnitor float use to insure that river values 
are not being degraded. If necessary. use 
appropriate m(:lnagement techniques and restric­
tions sl.Jch as a permit system to protect .the 
river. 
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Evaluate special use float trip applications for 
conflicts with private float trips. If demand 
warrants it. provide for both types of float use 
within the Recreational River segment. Permits 
for outfitter use will be restricted to a level 
that will maintain river values. Preference will 
be given to private individuals if future demand 
exceeds the capacity that is consistent with the 
recreation experience levels. 

Identify trail heads for river float trips for 
possible development prior to review of the 
river management plan, 

Provide river information to the public at th'e 
appropriate Ranger Stations and formal float 
trip trailheads. 

SITUATIO~: - ~nLD RIVER 

Heller Creek to Spruce Tree Campground it 
is a seventeen mile run through an unroaded 
canyon with Grade II through V rapids. The trip 
normally takes two days. There are no camp­
~rounds or roads along this stretch of river; 
however, a trail does follow the riaht river ba 

The trip is suited only for highly skilled 
~:ayakers. Log jams which are nearly impossible 
to avoid. large waves with abrupt bends, violent 
eddies and falls up to four feet cause this to 
be a very dangerous run. 

The boating season is very short bec;:ause snQW 
blocks the road to Heller Creek until July and 
water flow sufficient for boating usually lasts 
only until mid-July. 

Currently. about one party per year floats this 
section of the river. 

Due to low water flows the river above Heller 
Creek is not suitable for float t\ips. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

River float trips along the Wild River portion 
of the St. Joe will not Significantly increase 
in the future. 

s stretch of river is not well suited for 
float trips. 

Due to the extremely short season (less than two 
weeks) outfitter and guide operations are not 
feasible. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Do not encourage float trips within the Wild 
River segment. 

Special use permits will not be issued for the 
Wild River segment. 
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FQ,REST COVER 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

General Description 

The river corridor s.upportsa variety of ve·ge­
tation. Development and complexity of vegetation 
types is dependent o·naspect, elevation. soil 
type. and depth of sail. 

The slopes along the Recreational River segment 

are coY'ered with conifero.us tree species or 

seral brU.sh-ftel ds. The brushfields are th.e 

result of repeated wildfires during the early 

1900's. Plant succession (changes in forest 

cover from brush to trees. in thi s case) ha s 

b.een mO.re rapid on the north facing slopes 

following these burns. 


Trees in th.e area include: grand fir, Douglas­
fir, lodgepole pine, western hemlock, west.ern 
white pine, western red cecla·r, western larch. 
and p.onderosa pine.. S'hrubs common to th.e under­
story and brus·hfields includ.e pachistima, nine­
bark, do,gwood, s:peda, willow, o.c.ean spray, 
redstem ce.anothus., mountain maple, and service­

.berry ... 

Timher Resource Description 

Timber ;'s a valuable renewable resource within 
the river basin. The lands along the river face 

,­

are characterized by shallow soils and steep 
topography. Th.e average vol ume of timber in the 
s-een area (generally p.ortions of the classified 
river corridor) is approximately seven thousand 
board feet per acre a.s compared to twenty to 
thirty thousand board feet in average commercial 
stands. Growth rates for these stands are 
correspondingly low. 

The following informatioA was provided by the 
Forest S.ervice in 1978. in 'Pe.sponse to the 1978 
Congressional hearing held at Wallace on Senate 

11 S3052: 

"An assessment of timber harvest levels 
from the Recreational River area of the St. 
Joe River as a result of classification 
under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act indi­
cates little change from present or future 
mana.gement direction. Assuming. the river 
corridor is about average in productivity 
(as compared to the total St. Joe National 
Forest), thi s totals about one mi 11 ion 
board feet of annual allowable harvest 
being .classed as 'Llnregulated'." 

The full text of the hearing respons.e is included 
i,n the a·p-pendi x. 

There are a few white pine stands along the :­

river that contain thirty thousand board feet 
per acre or mo·re. The greatest vol ume of com­
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mercial timber along the river is found in the 
t~enty-eight miles between Avery and Gold Cfeek. 
(22) Timber harvest on National Forest lands 

thin the immediate seen area of the river has 
been limited .. In the late 1950's and early 
1960's western white pine trees were removed 
from the "face" south of the river between 
Tourist and Allen Creeks. A Wyssen Skyline 
Cable system was used. Today there is little 
visual impact from the logging. 

The river corridor is currently being managed as 
Special Component land in consideration of 
aesthetic and recreational values (21). 

Regardless of classification, the basic situation 
described in the 1961 St. Joe Timber Management
Plan, page 17 is still true, liThe necessary 
removal of diseased white pine in the St. Joe 
river canyon presents the problem of unSightly 
landings near the forest highway. The system is 
the best available. but when experimental heli­
copter logging becomes operational this may be 
the place to test it." 

Silvicultural Practices 

The current silvicultural practices within the 
river corridor are oriented towards sanitation-
salvage. . 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL R1VER 

Maintenance of the forest cover for aesthetic 
values has been and will continue to be a major 
management concern. 

Wildlife management activities will allow timber 
values to be recovered in future years. The 
basic management direction has been and will 
continue to be wildlife enhancement rather than 
maximization of the timber resources. 

Timber stand diversity will continue to be 
important for visual resource and wildlife 
management needs. 

Sanitation-salvage of diseased and insect 
infested trees will continue to be an important 
resource need. 

MANAGE~1ENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Timber Management 

Manage timber and other vegetation visible from 
the river or the St. Joe River Road (No. 218)
primarily for visual quality and wildlife pur­
poses. The primary objectives for management of 
forest cover are described under the Recreation, 
Visual Resource, Wildlife, and Water Quality 
sections of this plan. 
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Permit timber harvest and vegetative manipu­
lation where such activity can be accomplished 
without substantial adverse impact on the natural­
1 i keappearance of theri ver corridor. Trees, 
brush, and other veqetati on can be removed: (1 ) 
in connecticn 'f/ith appropriate development, (2) 
to reduce or eliminate s.afety hazards, (3) when 
determin.ed neces,sary to prevent deterioration of 
river values., (4) to imp·rove wildlife habitat, 
and (5)'when economic values can be r.emoved 
without significant degradation of river valu.es. 

an and manage timber harvest operations in a 
manner that meets the visua1 qua Thy obJectives 
established in this plan. Evaluate each timber 
sale on a case-by-case basis. 

The steep slopes, lack of suitable landings, and 
the amount ofdts,eased timber wi thin the irnmedi ate 
viewing area of the river and road will require 
careful project level plan~ing for the timber 
sa1es within the corridor. 

The timber base within the classified recreation 
river ce:rridor (about 12,700 acres) shall be 
classified as u nreg,ula ted component (Forest 
Servicet·tart~al 2412.15}. Classification, as 
unregulated, inttle Timber Management Plan does 
not pro,hibit timber sales. Classification a", 
unregulatedmeans the 12,700 acres will not be 
included in calculation of the basic annual cut 
target for the 86.3,329 acres in the current St. 
Joe timber manageme[lt plan. 

ve special sis to protecting streamside 
vegetation. 

Temporary log landings on alluvial flats and 
gravel bars during low water ~re considered 
acceptable. Complete the restoration and clean­
up of these sites at the conclusion of the 
logging operation. 

Silvicultural Practices 

Stress the primary river values identified in 
the management pI an (p. 1) in timber managment 
planning within the classified river corridor. 
Attain diversity in species and age class dis­
trib.ution, by manipulating vegetation to provide 
vig,orous stand conditions that will reduce the 
potential of a widespread insect and disease 
outbreaks in the future. Coordinate the following 
silvicultu:ral guidelines with the Visual Quality 
Objectives established in this river plan. 

1. Evenaged Management 

A. Clearcutting .... This system shall 
normally be appl icable only in\'/ildl ife 
winter range areas, Where clearcutting is 
the selected silvicultural system, emphasis + 

should be placed on small irregularly 
shaped blocks. 

B. Shelterwood .... Where retention of 
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tree cover and an even-aged stand structure 
is the management objective. this system 
could be used for stand regeneration. 

II. Uneven aged Management 

A. Individual Tree Selection .... This 
system shall be applied in the riparian 
zone and visually sensative areas to promote·
continuous high forest cover with systematic 
removal of old-arowth trees and their 
replacement. 

B. Group Selection .... This system 
should be used to maintain a high forest 
cover while establishing an all-~ged stand. 

Use the Elk Habitat Coordinating Guidelines for 
Northern Idaho as guidelines in vegetative 
manipulation for elk habitat purposes (12). 

Salvage operations shall meet the visual quality 
objective for the area while utilizing a valuable 
resource. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The Wild River segment is characterized by 
extensive stands of pole-sized lodgepole pine. 
These pine stands are the result of the 1910 
fire. Pockets of mature timber exist in areas 

not burned by the fire. Thevegetati onimme­
diately adjacent to the river is characterized 
by riparian vegetation such as willow and alder. 

Using Daubenmire's habitat classification, there 
are three major habitat types within the Wild 
River corridor. (3) The vegetative cover at the 
headwaters of the river is typified by hemlock­
menziesii habitat type on the wetter sites to 
mountain hemlock-beargrass on the drier sites. 
Alpine fir-pachistima is common on the more 
fertile sites at higher elevations. Potential 
productivity is medium to high for the alpine 
fir-pachistima type. and low to medium for the 
mountain hemlock-beargrass and mountain hemlock­
menziesii. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

The value of the classified river corridor for 
recreation will continue to be more important
than the timber values present. 

The visual resource values will continue to be 
very important along the Vlild River corridGr. 

MANAGH1ENT DIRECTION -WILD RIVER 

Trees. brush~ and other vegetation shall not be 
cut within the river corridor except that which 
is incidental to construction or maintenance of 
improvements, to eliminate hazards, or in the 
case of natural catastrophe. 

43 



Cormlercial Umb,er' harvests. shall not be planned 

within the corridor and the corridor win not be 

included in the regulated harvest land base. 


The timb,er within the Wild River corridor shall 

be classified as Productive Res.erved Forest Land 

(Forest Se,rvice~1a'nua;1 2412. 14) . . 


VISU.A,L RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The scenic qual'ity of the St. Joe River Valley 
is one of its major attract'ions. A survey by 
the Water Resources Research Institute of the 
University of Idaho showed that recreationists 
on the- St. Joe River gave seeni c beauty more 
excel-lent ratings than any of the other rec­
reational o.pportunities (2). The Forest Service 
used Luna Leopold's "Quantitive Comparison of 
some Aesthetic Factors Among Rivers" in· rating 
the St. Joe River (20). This rating showed the 
scale of the' valley character to be high in 
comparison with other scenic river values of the 
state and nation; The scale of valley character 
compared si-mila-rly to that for, such nationally 

. famous areas as the Yellowstone River in Yellow­
stone National Park and the Snake River at Grand 
Teton National_Park. 

Numerous' features, combine' to make the St. Joe 
River an attractive scenic ar'ea. In upriver 
areas, these include crystal clear water; nu­

merous pools, riffles, and smallfall$; moss and 
fern-covered cliffs to thewater1s edge; a large 
variety of trees; the views of near and distant 
timber covered slopes interspersed with bear 
grass and brush field openings; and wildlife 
including: deer, elk, birds, fish, and fur­
bearers. 

SITUATION -RECREATIONAL RIVER , . . 

This river segment flows through a deep "V"­
shaped canyon where the mountain slopes rise 
abrupt1 y from the wa ter I sedge. The St. Joe 
River Road (No. 218) closely parallels the 
entire side of the river and for approximately 
one-thi rd of its 1ength encroaches on the r; ver. 
Above Avery there is a one mil e ra il t'oad spur 
between the road and the ri ver. 

Developr:Jents along this segment include two 
summer homes, an Idaho Fi'sh and Game cabi n, Red 
Ives Ranger Station, four bridges, and eight 
campqrounds. There are twenty-three trails, and 
fourteen roads leading into the side drainages. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

The varied,and natural-appearing landscape along 
the St. Joe' River is a major attraction and one 
of the reasons for its classification. 

Maintenance of the existing characteristic 
landscape in the river valley ;s d,esirable. 
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTION "" RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Manage for a natural-appearing landscape within 
th~ classified river corridor and the area 
visible from the St. Joe River and the St. Joe 
River Road (No. 218). Maintain variety in the 
landscape by having a mixture of openings. 
mature forest cover, and the various stages of 
forest succession. Direct management activities 
such that.characteristic landscapes are main­
tained over time. 

The visual quality objective for foreground and 
ddleground areas shall be retention. Under 

retention management activities repeat form. 
line, color, and textures which are frequently 

in the characteristic landscape. Vege­
tative clearings and management activities 
should not be evident to the casual forest 
visitor. 

Reduction in form, line, color, and texture 
contrast in order to meet Retention shall be 
accomplished during the operation or immediately 
after. ~1anagement activities for enhancement of 
wildlife habitat and timber harvest shall be 
planned to meet the retention objective within 
three years after completion of the project. 

The visual quality objective for background 
areas shall be partial retention. Management 
activities will remain visually subordinate to 

the characteristic landscape when managed. 
according to the partial ret~ntion visual 

ity objective. 

Activities may introduce form, line. color, or 
texture that is found infrequently or not at all 
in the characteristic landscape, but they shall 
remain subordinate to the visual strength of the 
characteristic landscape. 

Reduction in form, line, color and texture to 
meet partial retention shall be accomplished as 
soon after project completion or within the 
first year. Management activities for enhance­
ment of wildlife habitat shall meet the visual 
quality objective of partial retention within 
three years after completion of the project. 

Use the Visual Management System (Forest Service 
Manual, 2380) as a guideline for management of 
the visual resource. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

This headwater segment of the river is high
quality free-flowing stream. Early-day mining 
activities have altered a few portions of the 
natural riverbanks. Today these areas have 
revegetated and are largely undiscernable. 

of the area is roadless. A low standard 
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road',however, comes into the corridor at Heller 
.. 	 Creek and extends upffvemiJes to Medi ci ne 
Creek with side roads going up Medicine and 
California Greeks. Dense stands of timber 
screen the roads from the river. 

ASSUMPTIONS - ~.JILD RIVER 

Vi sual resource fTla'nagement needs to be cons; s ­
tent wi th the primiti ve recreation experi ence 
that a· H<ild River is to provide. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

The visual qual ity obJective within the Wild. 
River corridor shall be preservation. This 
visual quality objective allows forecologi<;:al 
changes only. f·1anagement activities, except for 
vis ito,r safety purposes. and low vi sua1 impact 
recreation fa.dlities are p.rohibited. 

The vi sual quality obj ect; ves. for 1 ands outs i de 
the river corridor, but within the seen area as 
viewed from the St. Joe River Trail (No. 48), 
the St. Joe Lake Tra; 1 . (No. 49) and the ri ver 
itse1fsha;l1 be re,tention. 

Use the. Visua,l f1anagement System (Forest Servi ce 
. Manual, 2380) as a guideline for management of 

the visual resource. 

Initiate a landscape management plan fo·' the 
river valley by September 30,1980. Or its' 
completion and.approval it shall be aPDe~ded to, 
and become an integral part of the ri V12J manage­
ment plan. 

RANGE 

SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

s segment of the river corridor has very 
1imited 1ivestock grazing potential. Tne slopes 
adjacent to the river are key wildl ife areas.. 
There .. is some forag,e potential on cutover lands 
and the small mea,dows along the St. Joe and 
tributary streams. Logged areas provi,=s tran­
sitory range for approximately ten years after 
timber harvest. These areas also prov~ce 
important elk range. 

In the r; ver corridor the majority of : i vestock 
use is by horse and pack stock during ·all 
hunting seasons. The 'impact of concentrated 
numbers of animals is significant in s:ne areas. 
N~ public stock handling facilities are available. 

ASSUt~PTIONS ... RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Recreational 1ivestock use will contin';e to 
. increase. As the area becomes better ~nown there 
will be.more summer recreational lives::ck use. 
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Vegetative management for game will continue to 
be very important. . 

tlANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

M~nitor recreation stock use within the rlver 
crrridor. 

Manage wildlife winter range to provide optimum 
forage for elk and deer. 

Encourage recreation livestock users to bring 

in weed free feed. Consider stock handling 

facilities to protect river values outside imme­

diate river environment. 


SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The \J./ild River segment provides high quality 
summer range for big game species. River bottom 
meadows provide forage for pack and saddle stock, 
particularly during hunting season. The better 
livestock grazing sites are characterized by
being small in size. Vegetation within the 
river corridor has undergone natural successional 
changes toward tree cover. Presently the St. Joe 
Lodge has a special use permit to graze pack and 
saddle stock within the Wild River corridor. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Use by private recreational stock will continue 
to increase. The St. Joe Lodge's need for stock 
will increase slightly. Wildlife range will 
continue· to be important. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Allow natural successional processes to continue. 
itiate and develop a grazing plan for the 

St. Joe Lodge allotment by September 30, 1981. 
Encourage the St. Joe Lodge and private users 
to implement no-trace horse camping techniques 
at their spike and drop camps. 

47 



FISH & W1LDLIFE 
FlSHERIES 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The classified portion of the St. Joe River has 

been given a Class I rating by the Idaho Depart­

ment of Fish and Gam~ (6). This is the highest 


. rating possible for a stream and is based on . 
hi gh va lues for the factors measured: aestheti cs. 
access, use, productivity and unique fish resources. 
The St. Joe represents four oercent of the Cl ass 

. I trout waters in the state. 

Fishing is a major ~ecreational activity on the 

St. Joe River. The river currently provides one 

of the highest quality recreational fisheries in 

Idaho. 


The most important cutthroat (Salmo clarki le\:;;si) 
spawning and rearing areas are in the upper main 
stem and within the tributary streams. A spawning
migration occurs in the spring when lake residina 
fish seek out s.hallow gravel beds in trib.utary 
streams to deposit their eggs. In past years 
these runs were very large and a high quality 
s.port fishery developed .. However, the population 
was greatly reduce.d by overf; shing as more of 
the river system became accessible through the 
years. Physical alteration of stream has also 
had detrimental effects on the fishery. 

In 1971. the river above Prospector Creek was 

." 
placed under special fishing regulations. The 
minimum legal size for trout is thirteen inches 
and anglers may not have more than three trout 
in possession. Bait fishing for any species is 
prohibited. As·a result of the regulations. 
abundance of cutthroat from Prospector Creek to 
Red Ives Ranger Station has increased three-fold 
(1) . 

Rocky Mountain whitefish (Prosopium williamsoni) 
is another resident game fish species and is of 
growing importance in the sport fishery. Lake 
populations use the St. Joe River as a spawning
and rearing area. 

Native. man-game species found within the classi ­
fied river include suckers (Catostomus sp.) and 
northern squawfish (Plychocheilus oregonensisJ. 

The Forest Service has primary responsibility 
for management offi sheri es habitat. . Fish 
stocking and setting of fishing seasons and 
1 imits is the responsibil ity of the Idaho 
Department of Fi sh and Game. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CtASS I F I ED R I V ER 

Increased recreational use in the river corridor 
wi 11 resul tin increased fishing pressure. More 
restr.ictive fishing regulations could beneces­
saryto prevent decli.ne of cutthroat trout 
populations; 
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For recreationists fishing will continue to be a 
major recreational opportunity and attraction. 

The quality fishery in the St. Joe River ;5 

dependent on clean, essentially pure water for 

its existence. 


Tributary streams will continue to serve as 

important spawning and nursery areas for cut­


. throat trout. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

In rec.reation planning consider the impact of 
recreation development on the cutthroat fishery.
Des i gn and locate fadl ities such that their 
impact on the fishery is minimized. 

Coordinate fishery management with the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game. 

Protect water quality of tributary streams to 
maintain water quality in the river. 

" WILDLIFE 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The wildlife resources contribute significantly 
to the recreational values of the St. Joe River. 

An impressive varie~y of birds and mammals can 
be found within the river corridor. 

The presence of whitetail and mule deer. elk, 
and black bear have made this an attractive area 
in which to view and hunt big game species. 

Furbearers common to the area include beaver, 
muskrat. coyote, river otter, bobcat. badger, 
mink, red fox, and weasel. A moderate amount of 
trapping is done for these species. 

mited numbers of fishers, wolverines, and pine 
martens, which have high aesthetic appeal. are 
found in the corridor. Trapping of fisher and 
wolverine ;s prohibited by state game laws. 

Small mammals commonly observed include snowshoe 
rabbit, pine squirrel, hoary marmot, northern 

ying squirrel, Columbian ground squirrel,
golden mantled ground squirrel, yellow-pine
chipmunk, porcupine, raccoon, and striped skunk. 

Native game birds common to the river corridor 
include blue, ruffed, and Franklin grouse. 

Other non-game birds found within the river 
corridor include: songbirds, hawks, falcon~, 
bald and golden eagles, owls, and woodpeckers. 
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SnUATION ,.. RECREATlONAL RIVER 

The south facing slopes from Avery upstream 
comprise the major winter range for the St. Joe 
el k Aerd.The low-elevation t south-faci 
brushfields are slowly becoming covered with 
trees. This natl:lral succession has diminished 
the acreage of 'big game winter range in the 
last decade. The Forest Service has been 
improving the winter range through use of pre­
scribed fires. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL. RIVER 

The river corridor will continue to be important 
nter range for deer and elk. 

Viewing wildlife will become an increasingly 
important recreational activity. . 

The areas along the St. Joe River will continue 
to provide important riparian habitat for wild­
life species. 

If plant successional processes are allowed to 
proceed naturally, vegetative cover along the 
north side of the river will change from mixed 
timber and brush stands to pure timber stands. 

MANAGMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

int.ain the diverse population of wildlife 

species witHiri the river corridor. Manage the 
river corridor to provide a variety suc~· 
cessional stages from early seral s to old " 
growth forest. Keep riparian habitat in rela­
tively undisturbed condition. 

Give special consideration to deer and elk 
within the river corridor in management de­
cisions. Manage the north side of the river 
corridor to provide optimum winter forage for 
deer and elk. ·Maintain or enhance game use 
areas on the south side of the river with high 

nter range potential. 

',' " . . '" ,'<.. . .,", .. 

Retain snags where feasible and desirable~ 
Provide for the habitat needs of snag dependent 
wildlife species. 
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During severe winters consider closing the St. 
Joe River Road (No. 218) to motorized vehicles 
to protect elk from harassment. 

Coordinate habitat management programs the 
Idaho Department of Fish and 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

Most of the wildlife species found in the 
Recreational River segment are also found in the 
Wild River portion. The Wild River corridor 
currently orovides climax forest habitat for 
many species. These include the marten, fisher, 
wolverine, lynx, and pileated woodpeckers. 

ver corridor segment contains high quality 
summer range for big game species. Limited 
wi nter range is found in the vicinity of Scat 
Creek .. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Natural successional processes will provide most 
of the habitat needs for the majortiy of wild­
life species found within the river corridor. 

Deer numbers will decline slightly as vegetation 
moves towards a clima~ stage. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Allow vegetation within the river corridor to 
undergo natural successional changes. 

WATER QUALITY 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The intent of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is 

to maintain designated rivers in a free flowing

condition and to protect and enhance the water 

quality in those rivers. 


The St. Joe River basin produces annually 

2,330.000 acre-feet of water (10). Most of the 

water originates as snow which melts during the 

late spring resulting in peak flows during May

and June. The porous rocks in the underlying 

aquifer, together with the thick forest cover. 

tend to even out the high water streamflow over 

several months duration. 


Water quality in the St. Joe exceeds state and 
national standards for primary water contact 

.sports such as swimming (17). 

Water quality standards must be consistent with 

the objectives of the Federal ~ater Pollution 


Acts--Amendments of 1972 (Public Law 92­
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500) and Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95-217).
The applicationof pesticides must be done in 
compliance with the Federa' Environmental 
Pesticide Control Act of 1972 (Public Law 92­
516). ' 

ASSUMPTIONS,,:" CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Maintenance of existing water quality is directly
dependent on management activities within the 

. watershed. 

Activities within the riparian zone will have a 
greater effect on water quality than activities 
outside this zone. 

Water quality will continue to be an important 
resource .management consideration. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Manage the river corridor to protect and enhance 
the water quality of the St. Joe River. 

Place special emphasis to protecting streamside 
vegetation. 

Gi ve priority to protection of wate.r qual i ty in 

cases of confl ict between water qual i ty and 

other resource uses. Do not permit alteration 


of natural channels or streambanks that would 
significantly affect (1) the free-flow of water 
(2) th~ appearance of the stream, or (3) fish 
habitat (includes natural log jams) except those 
necessary to protect existing man-made improve­
ments such as buildings, hi~hways. and bridges. 

Continue water quality monitoring at established 
stations. If adverse trends are detected, under­
take additional activity monitoring to insure 
compliance with water quality standards and take 
appropriate action to correct the problem as 
necessary. 

MtN;ERALS 

SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The St. Joe River lies about fifteen airline 
miles south of the heart of the well-known Coeur 
d'Alene mining region. During the summers of 
1971 and 1972 the U.S. Bureau of Mines conducted 
a survey of the mineral potenti a 1 of the St. ,loe 
River Valley (9). The St. Joe River basin was 
found to be geologically similar to the Coeur 
d'Alene region. Prospecting near the St. Joe 
River has shown the presence of veins containing 
copper, lead, silver, and gold. 

Gravel accumulations occur at many places along 
the St. Joe River and on some tributaries. Placer 
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gold and garnet sand deposits are found upstream 
from Beaver Creek with the largest deposits
between Red Ives and Wisdom Creeks. 

Copper ore deposits have been discovered near 
Eagle, Bluff, and Gold Creeks. No mineable 
deposits have been found within the river cor­
ridor, but there is potential fo·r discovery of a 
low-grade copper lode deposit with a byproduct 
of silver. 

Section 8(b) of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act of 1968 withdrew from entry, sale, or 
disposition, all public land within one-quarter 

le of the bank of the St. Joe whiTe the river 
was being studied as a potential addition to the 
national wild and scenic rivers system. After 
classification all public land~ within the 
authorized boundaries are permanently withdrawn 
from entry. 

The Act (Public Law 95-625) classifying the St. 
Joe River states that: "Dredge or placer mining 
shall be prohibited within the banks and beds of 
the main stem of the Saint Joe and its tributary 
streams in their entirety ... " The Act, however, 
permits removal of sand and gravel above the 
high water mark for the purposes of road con­
struction and maintenance. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

U.S. Department of Agriculture mining regu­
lations (36 CFR 252) will be followed. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION -CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Protect the river and its environment from the 
adverse effects of mineral development as pro­
vided for under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 
Permit mineral development, under regulations 
issued by the Secretary of Agriculture, where it 
would not detract from river values. Ali mineral 
development shall be consistent with the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, the Act classi­
fying the St. Joe, and other applicable laws. 

Determine the validity of mining claims and the 
rights of mining claimants on valid claims, 
located before the passage of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act. 

Where mining would be consistent with the guide­
lines in the management plan, solicit the co­
o;)eration of the miner to reduce the impact on 
the river environment. Consider easements or 
outright purchase of valid claims to protect the 
Wild and Scenic River values. Public Law 95­
625 authorites the appropriation Of ~notmore 
than Sl,OOO,OOO for the acquisition of lands or 
i nteres tin lands." 
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CULTUR:ALRES.OUR'C·ES 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Knowledge of cultural resources along the river 
is limited. In 1977, the University of Idaho 
prepared an archeological overview (including 
both library research and some fieldwork) of the 
St. Joe Wild and Scenic River Study Area. The 
overview identified five aboriginal and eight 
Euro"-Ame'rican sites within the Wild River cor­
ridor. Within the Recre~tion R~ver corridor the 
overview identified eight aboriginal and six 
Euro-American sites. 

The old Avery (or Pinchot) Ranger Station, 
located just outside theclassifi river, is 
listed on the National Register 9f Historic 
Places (NRHP). Known significant cultural 
properties along the Wild and Scenic River 
corridor include 21 aboriginal camp, village, 
rockshelter, trail, and burial sites, ~s well as 
37 Euro..,Ameri can log structures, ra il road and 
mining camps, CCC camps, river crossings, roads, 
and historic graves (11). Other important 
cultural sites doubtless remain to be documented 
\'1i tt: in the study a rea. 

Executi ve Ord'er 1159'3 and other authoriti es give 
the Forest Service a positive mandate to inven­
tory and eval uate all cultural resources that 
appear to qualify for listing on the NRHP (cf. 
FSM 2361.01). The Forest Service is also charged 
Uta assure that any ... property that might 
qualify for nomination is not inadvertently 

transferred, sold, de.molished, or substanti a.11 y 
altered" (-16 USC 470. Sec. 2(b). 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The St. Joe Wild and Scen; c Ri ver corridor has 
significant cultural resources. 

The prehistotic and historic properties are 
unique, nonrenewable resources of growing impor­
tance to science, education. and outdoor recreation. 

Much evidence of the past is extremely fragile
and can be dama.ged or o.bliterated by relatively 
minor disturbances. 
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Continue studies to locate, inventory, and 
evaluate all cultural resources within the St. 
Joe ~ild and Scenic River corridor. 

Manage all significant cultural resources along 
the river as if they were listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Follow the proce­
dures set forth in Title 36, Section 800 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations whenever a project 
has the potential to affect a cultural site. 

THREATENED OR ENDANGERED 

SPECIES 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The westslope cutthroat trout (Salmo clarki 
lewisi) is considered an endangered sub-species 
by some biologists. It ·could be added to the 
Secretary of Interior's Official List of 
Threatened and Endangered Species in the future. 

is species flourishes in clean, unpolluted 
waters. Cutthroats are easily caught and popu­
lations have been known to decrease under 
moderate fishing pressure. Recent restrictions 
on size and bag limits have resulted in a 
population increase (1). 

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leaucociphalus 
alascanus) is found along the river during the 
winter and sprinq months. The bald eaqle is 

listed in the Official List of Threatened and· 
Endangered Species as an endangered species in 
Idaho. 

There are no unique plant species within the 
river corridor that are presently listed as 
threatened or endangered by the Secretary of 
Interior. However. two plant species recom­
mended to the Interior by the Smithsonian 
Institution as threatened are candidates for 
listing. One;s a gumweed (Grindelia howelli;). 
It is endemic to Idaho and probably grows within 
the river corridor. It is listed as rare and 
endangered by Idaho botanists. The other species 
is Fitweed corydalis (Corydalis caseana var. 
hastata). It's endemic to Idaho, is known to 
occure in Shoshone, Kootenai and Clearwater 
counties, and is listed as uncommon by Idaho 
botanists. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED. RIVER 

En~angered plant and animal species and their 
habitats are an important management concern. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

No management activities shall take place that 
affect any species listed in the Offical List of 
Threatened and Endangered Species until an 
environmental assestment is completed .. 
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LAND OCCUPANCIES 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Chicago, Milwaukee. St. Paul and Pacitlc 
Railway Company has a special use permit for 2.9 
acres of land and 7,055.7 linear feet of govern­
ment-owned railroad track and bridge to receive 
or ship-out products from the Avery landing.
The area under permit is just east of the con­
fluence of the North Fork of the St. Joe and the 
main stem. 

The Pack River Company has a special use permit
for a landing deck paralleling the railroad spur 
that is under permit to the Chicago, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul and Pacific Railway Company. 

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game has a 
special use permit for an administrative cabin 
at Midget Creek. 

Two recreational residences are under speci 
use permits along the lower portion of the 
Recreational River. The residences are located 
on the south side of the river at Bootleg Creek 
and opposite Bird Creek. Cable tramways provide 
access to the residences. 

The St. Joe Lodge has a trailhead facility in 
part of the Line Creek Flat. 

At this time there is no conflict between the 
areas under special use permit and the mCinagement 
direction in this management olan. 

The Red Ives Ranger Station with its adminls­
trative offices and residences is located at the 
confluence of Red Ives Creek and the St. Joe 
River. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Administrative facilities and associated resi­
dences are needed to manage the St. Joe River 
and lands within the river basin. 

Valid land occupancies exist within the Rec­
reation River for both recreation and resource 
uses. . 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - ~ECREATIONAL RIVEP. 

Review all the existing special use ler~its 
prior to their expiration date or at the same 
time the river management plan is revised for 
conflicts with the river management plan. 

Review the trailhead facility for St. Joe Lodge
to determine if redesign or relocation of the 
facility is desirable. 

Build new structures at Red Ives Ranger Station 
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outside theitnmediateriverenvironment to 
insure that river values are protected. 

SITUATION- WILD RIVER 

The St. Joe Lodge has a special use permit for a 
rustic, pack-in resort operation located six 
miles upstream of Spruce Tree Campground. The 
current special use permit is valid through 
December 31, 1980, and can be extended at the 
request of the permittee. 

The St. Joe Lodge is a collection of small, 
rustic structures. There is a main lodge building, 
two small bunkhouses, a grain shed, wash house, 
two oit toilets and a generator house. 

Access to the 10dqe is usually by the St. Joe 
River Trail No. 48 from the trailhead facility 
at Line Creek Flat. . 

The lodge is used by fishermen during the 
sUlTBTJer months and hunters dud ng the fa 11 . 
majority of the use occurs during the fall 
hunting season. Public comment at the congres­
sional hearing held at Wallace, Idaho, on 
August 28, 1978, supported continued operation 
of the St. Joe Lodge. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

The St. Joe Lodge offers a unique recreation 

". 

experience by proVidi rustic lodge-type, pack-
in recreation. 

Additional buildings or structures are incon­
sistent with Wild River classification. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Review the St. Joe Lodge special use permit 
or to time of renewal or revision of the 

river management plan to insure operation 
within the river managem~nt plan guidelines. 
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-. 
Additional structures or buildings will not be 
permitted within the Wild River corridor. 

FIRE 

SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

During the summer wildfires are common in the 
general vicinity. but very few occuri n the 
river corridor itself. Those that do occur are 
usually man-caused and are relatively small in 
size. Initial attack forces are stationed at 

. Red Ives and Avery Ranger Stations and the 
Calder work center. An active fire prevention 

program is being carried on by the Forest Service. 

. Historically, fires have had a significant 
impact on the vegetative cover over much of the 
St. Joe basin. In 1910. fires burned over the 
entire north side of the drainage and parts of 
the south side. Later large-scale reburns 
further altered the vegetative cover. Many of 
the burned-over areas were slow in returning to 
the forested cover existing before the fire. 
Some extensive brush fields have become re­
stocked, either through planting or natural suc­
cession. It is improbable that conditions will 
again exist which will be conducive to fires of 
such magnitude as the 1910 reo 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Fire will continue to be an important tool in 

meeting the wildlife objectives for this segment 

of the river. 


Fire potential will increase due to fuel accumu­
lations in the absence of fire. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

In suppression of wildfires give preference to 

control methods which least alter the landscape. 

This management objective will be reflected in 

preplanning for fire suppression. 
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Plan prescribed-wildlife burns such that they 
meet the established Visual Quality Objective 
within three years. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Absence of fire will result in excess fuel 
accumulations and this will result in greater 
potential for fire. 

In the absence of fire. plant communities will 
tend toward climax species. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

In suppression of wildfires give preference to 
control methods which least alter the landscape. 
This management objective will be reflected in 
preplanning for fire suppression. 

INSECTS & DISEASES 

SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

A large number of fores.t insects and diseases 
are found in the area. In recent times disease 
and insect outbreaks have approached epidemic 
proportions. 

.­

White pine blister rust (Cronartium ribi~ola) is 
present in all white pine stands and is especially 
common along the river's face from Sisters Creek 
to Gold Creek. The disease is concentrated on the 
south side of the river, but there is some damage 
occurring on the north side. 

Owarfmistletoe (Arceuthobium laricis) damage in 
western larch ranges from light to heavy within 
the St. Joe drainage. Root rots, Armillariamella 
on Douglas-fir, Poria weirii on Douglas-fir and 
western red cedar, the Polyporus schweinitzii on 
Douglas-fir and western white pine are found within 
the valley. Indian paint fungus (Echinodontium 
ttnctorium) is present in grand fir on much of 
the area. 

Larch casebearer (Coleophora laricella) is 
probably the most widespread forest insect pest 
in the area. Growth losses have been severe due 
to continued defoliation. Above the four thou­
sand foot elevation. the infestations seem to 
light or non-existent. 

Spruce budworm (Choristoneura occidental is) feeds 
on cones, buds, and foliage of alpine fir, grand 
fir, and Douglas-fir. Some understory mortality 
and deformation has occurred after repeated 
heavy defoliation. Budworm defoliation has been 
light in recent years, but has been heavy along 
the river corridor in the past decade. Mountain 
pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae) is found 
throughout the western white pine stands in con­
junction with white pine blister rust. 
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The Douglas-fir bark beetle (Dendroctonus 
pseudotsugae) has killed several small pockets
of Douglas-fir, mainly north of the river on the 
Red Ives RanQer District. 

Fir engraver (Scolytus ventralis) has killed 
weakened over-mature grand fir in small groups
near Turner Creek. Such losses will likely 
continue. 

, ' 

: ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Mortality from insect and disease infestations 
will continue in the future. 

As young stands approach maturity they will 
become more susceptible to epidemic outbreaks of 
insects and diseases. 

Snags provide important habitat for snag 
dependent bird species. 

Sanitation salvage of insect infested and 

diseased trees offers an opportunity for re­

covery of timber values. 


NANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

itor disease and insect infestations to 
insure that they do not pose a serious threat to 
the river or other resource values. Monitoring 
shall include hazard rating and hazard reduction 
techniques to protect all resource values. 

If disease and insect infestations threaten to 
reach epidemic proportions take appropriate 
control measures. Emphasize consideration of 
river values and their protection in the choice 
of control measures. 

Use sanitation-salvage operations to reduce the 
threat of epidemic disease and insect outbreaks 
within the river corridor. 

?rotect selected western white pine trees that 
appear resistant to western white pine blister 
rust to maintain a resistant gene pool population. 

SITUATION - ~ILD RIVER 

In general, the same insect and dlsease prOblems 
are found in the Wild River segment as in the 
Recreation River portion. The stands, however, 
are generally younger and the stands sparser. 

There are extensive stands of lodgepole pine in 
the upper reaches of the St. Joe which could be 
susceptible to mountain pine beetle. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Insect and diseases are a part of the 
environment. 
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Insect and disease outbreaks may impact some' 
timber stands within the Wild River corridor. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Preventive actions such as hazard rating of 
stands will be conducted to detect unnaturally 
high insect and disease mortality. 

Allow disease and insect outbreaks to run their 
natural course if it appea~s that the outbreak 
will b~ confined to the Wild River corridor. If 
it appears tr~t losse: f~c~r5~:ts and d;s~as2 
seticus'!V t.hreaten "/C~L''::S :;L.~.c:.·ije th'2 '·'"lief"' COY'­

~"ido~") 7..3ke C0:l trcl fr.::~~-··.l;-E-S tr:at are :>.,,::-;siS~I::~l·;:. 

with Wi~d River values, 
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TRANSPORTION SYSTEM 
SITUATIOII - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Congress, in the act classifying the St. Joe, 
stated that additional roads and bridges within 
thE Recreational River segment are permissible. 
Th0. Act states that "Not withstanding any other 
~rovisions of law, the classification of the 
Saint Joe River under this paragraph and the 
subsequent development plan prepared by the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall at no time inter­
fere with or restrict the maintenace, use, or 
access to existing or future roads within the 
adjacent lands nor interfere with or restrict 
present use of or future construction of bridges 
of that portion of the Saint Joe 'designated as 
recreational river' under this paragraph." New 
road construction, however, would have to be 
consistent with other laws such as the National 
Environment and Policy Act of 1968, the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Acts, the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976, and applicable 
portions of the Wild and Scenic River Act of 
1968. 

The primary use of the St. Joe River Road (No. 
218) is for timber hauling and recreational 
access. 

From the :~orth Fork of the St. Joe to Gol d Creek 
the road s~rface is: two-lane paved for 17.8 
~iles, one-lane oiled with turnouts for 8.6 
miles, two-lane dirt surface for 2.8 miles. 
Over the next twenty years it is expected that 
460 millior board feet of Forest Service timber 
and 240 ~il1ion board feet of private timber 

will be hauled over this segment of road. 
Current average daily traffic count is 114 
vehicles. The traffic is 38 percent commercial, 
15 p~rcent administrative, and 47 p~rcent 
rec rea tiona 1 ( 1 5) . 

From Gold Creek to Spruce Tree Campground the 
road is a low standard dirt surfaced road with 
minimal turnouts for 11.7 miles. This road was 
constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in 1935. The basic alignment and road standard 
has remained essentially the same since con­
struction. The quality of the road surface, 
however, has st~adily declined due to the loss 
of fines and the lack of surfacing. The bridges 
along this segment of the river road are single­
lane structures. Mixing of log truck traffic 
and recreational traffic would result in hazardous 
driving conditions .. Average daily traffic along 
this segment of road is forty-eight vehicles. 
Of this, seventy-five percent is administrative 
traffic and twenty-five percent recreational 
traffic. Anticipated log flows over thi~ stretch 
of river road are twenty-one mill·ion board feet 
over the next sixteen years. 

A two-jane road was designed by the Forest 
Service for this segment in 1970. The road 
design was to minimize impact on the river by 
includirl~:: bin-walls to reduce river encroach­
ment and cut slope heights, two major river 
crossings to eliminate severe encroachment in 
the river, apposite bank protection as needed, 
unusual off balance quantity overhaul to reduce 
cuts and fills, extensive riprap and fill pro­
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tection, and using natural colored material for 
n walls and guard rails. These items were 

included to minimize the impact of the road on 
the river and its immediate environment. In 
1970 dollars, estimated road construction cost 
for this double lane road was 51,758,000 (19). 
The two-lane road would have had significant 
river encroachment. At that time, it was ques­
tioned whether the design criteria fully met 
the intent of study rivers under the Wild and 
Scenic' Rivers Act. The proposed project was 
therefore withdrawn. 

IONS - RECREATI
---"--"-: 

The St. Joe River R6ad be1J~ Sold Creek wi11 
continue to be an important log haul route. 

Portions of the river road are unsafe and need' 
to be improved. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Upgrade the St. Joe River Road from the North 
Fork of the St. Joe to Sold Creek to a two-lane 
paved road to handle anticipated commercial log 
truck and recreational traffic. 

Upgrade the St. Joe River Road from Gold Creek 
to Red Ives Ranger Station to provide inter­
visable turnouts, crushed gravel surfacing, 

bfidge replacements, curve widening and culvert 
retaining structure installation. 

Portions of the road from Gold Creek to Spruce 
Tree Campground may be periodically closed or 
restricted to either recreational or commercial 
truck traffic for safety purposes. 

Design new roads and bridges to meet the trans­
portation needs for management of tributary 
areas. Locate and design roads and bridges in 
the immediate vicinity of the river for ~inimum 
visual impact. 

64 



Include a pit development and rehabilitation 
plan for rock and gravel sources iripropbsed 
road construction projects. Establish criteria 
for the rehabilitation plan through the environ­
mental assessment process. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The Red Ives Creek Road (No. 320) is a one-l ane 
dirt surfaced road with minimal turnouts. The 
road is within the Wild River corridor from 
Heller Creek Campground to Medicine Creek. 

The current road standard is consistent with the 
"primitive" setting in the Wild River corridor. 

The Pot Mountain Ridge Road provides access to 
the Five Lakes Butte area and to mines in the 
immediate area. The road is the primary access 
for recreationists from north Idaho to the Five 
Lakes Butte area. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Construction of new roads within the river 
corridor would be inconsistent with the obJec­
tives established for Wild Rivers. 

The need to maintain a primitive setting is 
important. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Additional roads will not be constructed within 
the Wild River corridor. 

thin the river corridor maintain the existing 
roads and bridges that are needed for management 

. purposes. Maintenance standards are to be 
consistent with Wild River classification. 

MOTORIZED & MECHANICAL 

USE 

SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Motorized vehicle use is generally limited to 
established roads and trails due to terrain and 
vegetation. 

The St. Joe River Road (No. 218) passes through 
important elk winter range. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Due to terrain and vegetative cover, the river 
corridor offers limited opportunities for off-
road vehicle use. " 

The elk that winter along the St. Joe River may 
have to be protected from harassment during 
severe winters. 
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTIor~ -RECREATIONAL RIVER 

The St. Joe River Road (No. 218) may be closed 
to public use. with motorized vehicles (including 
oversnbw vehicles) to protect the elk from 
harassment during severe winters. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

The St. Joe River trail (~G. 48) is cl to 
mo~orized vehicles from Spruce Tree Campg 
to Heller Cr ek Crossina. The St. Joe Lake' 
T-ail (No.4. is closea to motorized vehic1es 

its tra lhead to c~. ~oe L3ke. 

Wild Rivers are to be managed to maintain an 
essentially un~0dified natu al environment tc 
Gravide a prim~tive reereat on experience. 

torized use ls incompatib e within a Wild 
River corridor. 

Mechanized equipment use is incompatible with a 
primitive recreation experience. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Prohibit motorized vehicles within the Wild 
River corridor except on Red rYeS Creek Road No. 
320 and the spur to the St. Joe Lake Trailhead, 
the Medicine Creek Road No. 1217 and the Pot 
Mountain Ridge Road No. 715. 

scourage the use of mechanized equipment 
within the Wild River corridor. Impose 
appropriate restrictions if the use of mechanized 
equipment seriously threatens Wild River values. 
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MONITORING PROGRAMS 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Monitoring programs need to be instituted to 
detect changes in the ecological and sociological 
cha~acter of Wild and Scenic Rivers. The moni­
tor'ing program will allow managers to take 
~ctions to protect river values before they are 
degraded. 

Currently, the Forest Service has monitoring 
systems for off-road vehicle use, vistor use 
through the Recreation Information Management 
System, guides and outfitters through special 
use permits, and water quality through permanent 
water quality stations. Monitoring is not being 
done on users' experiences or their satisfaction 
levels. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Monitoring programs are needed to measure changes 
within thE river corridor. 

Current monitoring programs will have to be 
expanded to cover all resources. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Use existing monitoring systems, whenever pos­
sible, to detect changes in the physical charac­
ter of the river. 

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests Off-Road 
Vehicle Plan will be used to monitor off-road 
vehicle use in the river corridor. This moni­
tori ng plan gi ves comp1etedeta il s on the types 
of monitoring systems that are appropriate. 

Visitor use and the type of activities will be 
monitored through the Recreation Information 
Management System. 

Outfitter-Buide permit applications will be 
reviewed to determine if proposed operations 
will be consistent with the river classifi­
cation and the direction given in this plan. 

Existing water quality stations will be used to 
monitor water quality in the St. Joe River. If 
adverse trends are identified, additional moni­
toring stations will be created. These stations 
will be used until the problem is corrected. 

Cooperate with research institutions to develop 
a monitoring system to measure visitor satis­
faction and experience levels for the river 
corridor. 

RESEARCH 
SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The St. Joe River with its fish and wildlife 

67 



resources, vegetati on types, and recreati on use MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSI flED RIVER 

patterns provides excellent opportunities for 

study and observation. Make data collected for management purposes, 


Over the years, a wide variety of research 

projects have been conducted within the river 

corridor. Studies have been conducted on rec­

reationist preferences, cutthroat trout, and elk 

populations. 


The Water Resources Research Institute of the 

University of Idaho conducted a study on the 

attitudes and opinions of recreationists on the 

St. Joe River towards Wild and Scenic Rivers. 


The Idaho Department of Fish and Game in co­

operation with the University of Idaho has done 

a series of studies on the cutthroat trout 

fishery in the St. Joe drainage. Other Fish ~1d 


Game studies have been concerned with the St. 

Joe elk herd. 


ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 


Research can provide the information that a land 

manager needs to make sound decisions. 


More knowledge is needed, both social and bio­

logical, to manage use in such a way that the 

quality of the river and its environment is 

protected. 
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such as use figures and resource inventories. 
available to scientists. 

•. Identify actual informational needs and develop 
research projects that would meet those needs. 

Cooperate with research related institutions in 
deve~opment of research projects (i.e. Idaho 
Cooperative Wildlife Unit. Forest Service's 
Forestry Sciences Lab in Missoula, and the 
University of Idaho Wildland Recreation program). 

VISITOR SAFETY 

SITUATION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Principal responsibility for search and rescue 
operations along the river resides with the 
Shoshone County Sheriff. The Forest Service 
generally assists in such operations by pro­
viding personnel and logistical support. 

During spring runoff (normally March through 
June) the St. Joe River is extremely hazardous 
to floaters. Hazard arises from two situations. 
Water temperatures are extremely low during this 
period and can quickly induce hypothermia (lowering 
of the body temperature) in persons immersed in 
the water. Secondly, the severe wave action of 
the water can overturn a boat or raft and place 

the occupants in danger of drowning in the 
swift, turbulent water. 

Some hazards also exist along the river for the 
off-trail hiker at sections of steep rocky 
terrain next to the river. Travel along con­
structed trails is relatively safe even for the 
novice in reasonable physical condition. 

ASSUMPTIONS - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

The Forest Service will continue to provide 
logistic support and personnel to assist in 
search and rescue operations. 

The number of accidents could be reduced by 
making visitors aware of potential hazards. 

The decision to accept the risks associated with 
river-running are personal decisions to be made 
by each individual. Risk is an integral part of 
the river-running experience. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Continue to cooperate with the Shoshone County 
Sheriff in search and rescue missions. Provide 
information to users on potential hazar.ds 
through publications and recreation visitor 
services. The final decision to accept the risk 
and the consequences wi 11 be made by the i nd i vi ­
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dual recreationist. 

SIG·NING 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

The Recreational River portion of the St. Joe 
is generally well signed. In addition to normal 
traffic signing, all trailheads and drainages 
are signed. All campgrounds are signed and 
regulatory notices posted on the bulletin board. 
Interpretive signs are located at Nugget Flat, 
Turner Flat, and Conrad Campgrounds. These signs
explain the historical background of the sites. 
Trails with motorized vehicle closures or re­
structions are signed at the trailheads. 

At this time, no hazardous areas or river rapids 
are signed. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Hazardous area signing is needed to warn users 
of dangerous rapids and other hazards. 

Informational. and interpretive signs can enhance 
the user's experi~nce. 

Signi is needed to delineate the ld and" . ver corridor.~(:enlC 

.. 
Signing within the Wild River corridor is 
generally limited to campgrounds, trailheads, 
and traffic signs. There is an interpretive
sign at the Heller Grave site. Trails with 
motorized vehicle restrictions are signed as 
such at the trailhead. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Complete and detailed signing of the Wild River 
corridor would be inconsistent with the pri~i­
tive recreation experience objectives established 
for Wild Rivers. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - CLASSIFIED RIVER 

Provide Wild and Scenic River information at 
major entrances to tbe classified river corridor. 

Provide interpretive signing throughout the 
Recreational River corridor to enhance the 
visitor's experience. Use interpretive signi~g 
~paringly within the Wild River corridor to 
ensure that management is consistent with the 
primitive recreation experience. In the Wild 
River corridor limit interpretive signs to 
trail heads and campgrounds. 

Sign hazardous rapids in the Recreation9l River 
segment at the put-in/take-out points. Rapids 
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should also be signed to warn floaters of 
dangerous conditions ahead. 

Signing standards shall be consistent with the 
recreation opportunity section of this plan . 

...&~:/~&s 
~~ .-'1...... 
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SIGN PLAN 
LEGEND 

• 
~ 


•
"iIIIII!h 

iii
"--,:;:;;" ­

01 


Point of Interest 

Information Site 

Float Information 

Wild & Scenic River Sign 

Ranger Station 

" 
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I ~" /1 ( ~; /Avery 
.'\!::=.q: ,;Hil1 ' 

,..----., 
" 

AVERY RANGER STATION HISTORICAL 
SITE 

Provide directional signing
from highway to the historical 
site, 

~ 

--­

4', '---" 3 r.:::::b\"--. ' ' "J\' 
~~ .--­

R5E 

Iv:, 
, \\ 

'" 
" 

6 

cree" , ' ---­-----.,' 

EAST END LOG LANDING 
DesiQn and construct multi­

informational sign 
on Wild &Scenic rivers. 
Provide detailed information 
on points of interest. manage 
ment, history, and wildlife 
for the St. Joe d.ra i nage. 

~~ ,-\-", >~/. 
.' / 

4 '~ 
I 

PACKSADDLE TRAILHEAD 

~ 
~ 

.~...., 

:.­ 3 
~r 

C 

Upgrade present trail infor­
mation Sign to include infor­
mation on float trips and 
National Recreation Trail. 

fil.ii\~ 

tm'.'L--1_-------'
I I 

Provide interpretation on 
graves and old packer site 
that are nearby. 

SKOOKUM CANYON RAPIDS 
Provide warning signs on 
Skookum Canyon Rapids for 
individuals floating the 
river. 

T 

45 

N 

RGE 
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Provide infor~ation on river 
floating. ce.phasize hazards 
in floating Skooku~ 
Include interoretation 
CCC Camp in Turner Flat and 
skyline logging across road. 
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TUMBLEDOW~ FALLS 
Provide warning signs on 
Tumbledown Falls for indivi­
duals floati~g the 

GOLD CREEK SADDLE 
Complete design and con­
struction of a information 
site. Provide information 
on: Wild &Scenic rivers. 
orientation to the St~ Joe 
drainage, and major pOints 
of interest. Include' 
Forest Entree sign. 

3/
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GOLD CREEK WILD &SCENIC RIVER 
ENTRANCE SIGN 

..t' 

WAHOO RIDGE OVERLOOK 
Scenic overlOOk of the St, 
Joe River, Provide inter­
cretltion on wildlife 
~abitat ~anage~ent and the 
c~tthroat fishery. 

' ,yt. Pt·· 'FI. ~::~ 't.- ,... i Y12,/ ~. 

...... . " '1!:''l''',~ 
,;i~;~.,.. ~ , " .;;:.;~ " 

Standard Wild &Scenic River 
sign. (See Forest Service 
Sign Handbook 7l5Z.62b--3.l 
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SPRt.;CE T·REE ',lILD RIVER ENTRANCE 
S IG'j 

Incoroorate Wild River entrance 
signing into informational site 
design. ..,.. 
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RED rVES CREEK ROAD, WILD 
RIVER ENTRANCE SIGN 

Standard Wild &Scenic River 
sign at Heller Creek ­
Medicine Creek entances. 
(See Forest Service Sign 
Handbook 715Z.6Zb--2.) 

- -.... 

GOSPEL HILL WILD RIVER 
Eii7Rk,CE SIGtl 


Standard Wild &Scenic River 

sign. (See Forest Service 

Sign Handbook 715Z.62b--Z.) 
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VISITOR INFORMA TIO,N SERVICES 
SITUATION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

The current Visitor Information Program along
the river is low-key and informal. Visitor 
Information signing is located in Packsaddle and 
Turner Flat Campgrounds and at Nugget Flat. 
The Avery Ranger District provides informal 
campfire presentations during the summer months 
at Turner Flat Campground. 

Recreation information is currently available at 
Avery and Red Ives Ranger Stations. The river 
gage readings at Hoyt Flat are published weekly 
in the Idaho Panhandle National Forests recreation 
report. 

ASSUMPTIONS - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Visitor Information Services contribute to an 
enjoyable public visit. 

There is a need for acturate information on 
recreation opportunities along the river corridor. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - RECREATIONAL RIVER 

Provide information on recreation opportunities, 
facilities, and river flows at the Avery and Red 
Ives Ranger Stations. 

Develop a special edition of the Recreation 

Opportunity Guide dealing specifically with the 
Recreation River corridor. The guide will be 
available at the St. Maries, Avery, and Red Ives 
Ranger Stations, as well as the Supervisor's 
Office in Coeur d'Alene. 

Provide manned Visitor Information Services at 
the Avery Ranger Station Historical Site by the 
1981 summer season. 

Utilize Recreation Aids to provide information 
to the.public~ cleanup of 4eveloped and dispersed
sites, and enforce regulations along the river 
corridor. 

SITUATION - WILD RIVER 

No printed information exists on recreation 
opportunities within the Wild River corridor. 
The St. Joe River float brochure does have a 

ef description of water conditions between 
Heller Creek and Spruce Tree Campground. 

All other information must be obtained through a 
personal visit to the Red Ives Ranger Station. 

ASSUMPTIONS - WILD RIVER 

Complete ~nd detailed descriptions of recreational 
opportunities are inconsistent with the primitive 
recreation experience objectives established for 
Wil d Ri vers. 
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Users of Wild Rivers do not need nor desire 
detailed informati6non recreati6ri 6pportunities. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION - WILD RIVER 

Stress resource protection rather than rec­
reation opportunities in infor~ation provided to 
the public. Explain to the public the primitive 
recreation experience objectives for Wild Rivers. 

Encourage minimum impact on no-trace camping 
practices among recreation visitors and Forest 
Service employees. 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

From Public Law 95-625 - November 10, 1978. 

segment above the confluence of the North 
Fork of the St. Joe River to Spruce Tree Camp­
qround, as a recreational river; the segment
above Spruce Tree Campground to St. Joe Lake, as 
a wi 1 d ri ver ...... " 

Segment No.1 - Recreational River Classification 
includes portions of the lands lying on each 
side of the St. Joe River and is that exterior 
line which encompasses the following described 
areas: 

IDAHO 

Boise Meridian 

T. 45 N., R. 5 E. 

sec. 11, 	S~ of lot 1,92 of lot 2, and SE~ of 
lot 3; 

sec. 12, 	S~ of lot 1, and S~SE~SW~; 

sec. 13, 	 lots 1 to 8, inclusive, SW~NE~NE~, 
NW~NW~NE~, S~NW~NE~. N~SW~NW~, N~NEl:iSWl:i. 
and NE~SWl:iSE~; 

sec. 14, 	 lots 1, 2,3,4,7, and the east 1,056 
feet of lots 5 and 6, N~SEl:iNE~, SW~NEl:i, 
and SE1..NW',,; 

sec. ,24 ,NE~NE~NE~. 

T. 45 N., R. 6 f. 

sec. 	13, lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, SE~NW~SW~, W~E~W~SE~, 
W~W~SE~, E~SE~SW~SE~, and ~SE~SE~; 

sec. 14, 	lots 1, 2, and 3, SW~NE~SW~, S~NW~SW~, 
and SW~SE~; 

sec. 15, E~SE~SE~; 


sec. 18, lots 3, 4, and 5, W~NE~SW~, and SE~SW~; 


sec. 19, lots to 9, inclusive, and E~NE~SW~; 


sec. 20, lots to 8, inclusive, and SE~SE~; 


sec. 21, lots 1 to 10, inclusive, S~S~NE~, S~SE~NW~, 

SW~Svl~, and N~SE~SE~; 

sec. 22, lots 1, S~ of lot 2, S~ of lot 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, and 8, SE~NW~NE~, N~S~SW~, and 
N~NE~SE~; 

sec. 23. lots 1 to 6, inclusive, and N~ of lot 7, 
N~SW~NE~, and N~SW~NW~; 

sec. 24, 	 lots 1 to 10, inclusive, and N~S~NW~. 

T. 44 N., R. 7 E. 

sec. 	 I, E~ of Lot 1, N!2 of lot 3, and N~ of lot 4, 
and NE~SEl:iNEl:i. 

T. 45 N.. R. 7 E. 

sec. 	19, lots 2 to 11, inclusive, S\4~NE~,S~SE~NEl:i, 


SE~SW~, and SW~SE~; 
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sec. 20, 	 lots lto 11, SW;,iNE~,W~SEl;iNEk,"E~SWi:iNW!:::, 

SW!:::SWi:iNW~, and SE~if,~;.!;" .. 


sec. 21, 	 lots 1 to 7, inclusive, NE~SWl:ii, E~, 

and S~NW~S 

sec. 27, S~ of lot 1, lots 2 to 9 inclusive, 
W~E~S~·J~NE~, W\lSW~~j~~, S~NE~NW!;:, W~NEl:iiNW~SE~, 

'1.11AJI.Il..-C ,S;"2NW~SE~, and SE~SE\; 

sec. 28, 	 lots 1 to 6, inclusive, N~ of lot 7, 

E~NW\, N~NW~NWi:i, S::;-"~iW~NW~, and N~NEl:iiSW~; 


sec. 29, 	 N~NWl:iiNW~; 

sec. 30, 	N~NE~NE~; 

sec. 34, 	lots 1, 2, and 3, S~~NE\, N~NE~NW\, 
NE~NW~NW~, SE~NEi:1ii;';;-", N~N E~S E~, SE~N Ei:1S E~, 
and NE~SE~SEl:ii;· 

. s~c. 35, 	 lots 1 to 9, inclusive, S~S~NEl:ii, S~SEl:iiNW~, 
N~SW~SW~, SE~SW~S~J;", and SE~SW~; 

sec. 36, 	 lots 1 to 7. inclusive. S~N~SW~NWl:ii, 


S~SW~NW~. SE~NW~. S~SW~, and NE~SEl:ii. 


T. 43 N.. R. 8 E. 


sec. 1, N~ of lot 1, E~E~SE;". and E!2W~E~SE~. 


T. 44 N., R. 8 E. 


sec. 4, W~NWl4SW~, S~SW~, W~SW'%iSE\, and SE~SW~SE~; 


, sec. 5, lot 4 ,S~SWl:tNEl:i .SW~N~, W~SEl:tNWJ4'­
SE~SE~NW~, N~SWl:ii, N~SE~SW~, N~SE~, 
N~SWl:iSEl:ii, SE~SWl:iiSE~, and SE\SE\; 

sec." 6, lots 1 to 5, inclusive, S~NE~, SE\NW~, 

and E~NE~SE~; 


sec. 8, NE~NE~NE~; 

sec. 9, NW~NE~, S~N ,N~NW~, NE~SE~NWlc;, N~SE~, 

and N~S~S 


sec. 10, 	S~S~N~, N~SW~, N~SW~SW~, SE~SW;". and SE~; 

sec. 11, 	S~SW~NW\, SW~SE~NW~, SW~, SW~NW~SE~, and 

W~S~~~SEl:ii; 


sec. 13, 	W~SW~S\oJ~; 

sec. 14, 	 NW~NW~NE~, S~NW~NE~, SW\NE~, S~SE~NE~. 

NW~, N~SW~, E~SE~SWl:ii, and SE~; 


sec. 15, 	E~NE~, E~NW~NE~, tu~N.WkN E~ , E~NW~, 


and NE~SE~; 


sec. 23, 	 E~E~, and E~W~E~; 

sec. 24, 	W~W~, S~NE\SW~, SE~SW~, SW~NW~SE~. and 

W~SW~SE~; 


. . 
sec. 25, 	W~W~NE~, N~NW~. N~SW~NW~, E~Si-J~SW~NW~. 


SE~SW~N~J~,· SE~NW~", E~SW~, E~W~SW~, and 

\oJ~SE\; 


sec. 26, and E!2NW~NE~; 
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sec. 36, 	 W~NE!zi, S~SE!ziNE!zi, E~NW!zi, E~W~NW~, E~NE!ziSW!zi, 
NE!ziSE!ziSW!zi, N~SE!zi, N~SW~SEli, andSE!ziSE!zi. 

R. 8 E. 

Unsurveyed,but probably will be when surveyed: 

sec. 31, S~SW~. 

T. 43 N., R. 9 E. 

sec. 	6, lots 2 to 7, inclusive, W~SW!ziNE~, SE~NW~, 
E~SW!zi, NW!ziNW!ziSE~, S~NW~SE!zi, SW!ziSE!zi, and 
S~SE!ziSE!zi; 

sec. 7, lot 1, N~NE!zi, N~S~NE!zi, and E~NW!zi; 

sec. 8, W~SW~NE~, NW!zi, E~SW!zi, E~W~SW~, and W~W~SE~; 

sec. 17, W~NE~NE~, W~NE~, NW!ziSE!ziNE!zi, E~W~, W~E~SE!zi, 
and W~SE!zi; 

sec. 20,W~NE!ziNEk, ~~~NE~, W~SE!ziNE~, E~E~NW~, E~E~SW!zi. 
W~NE!ziSE!zi, W~SE!zi, and SE!ziSE~; 

sec. 28, W~NW!ziNW~, SW!ziNW!zi, SW~SE!ziNW~, tlW!ziNE~SWl,a, 
NW~SW~, and N~SW~SWl,a; 

sec. 29, NE~, E~E~NW~, E~NE!ziSW~, NE~SE~SW!zi, N~SE~, 
and N~S~SE~. 

T. 44 N., R. 9 E. 

sec. 	 31, lots 2, 3, and 4, SE~NW4' E~SW!zi, SW~NE!ziSE!zi, 
S~NW!ziSEl,i, SW!ziSElz, and W~2SE!4SEl,a. 

TOTAL ACRES WITHIN RECR.EATIONAL RIVER (39 .. 7 miles) 
CORRIDOR. ... . .. ·12,693.34 

AVERAGE 	 ACRES PER MILE •......... 319.73 


Segment No. 2 ~ Wild River Classification includes 
portions of the lands lying on each side of the 
St. Joe River and is that exterior line which 
encompasses the following described areas: 

IDAHO 

Boise Meridian 

T. 42 N., R. 9 E. 

sec. 1, lots 1 and 2, S~NE!zi, SE!ziNE!ziSW!zi, S~SW!ziSW~, 
SE!ziS\4!zi, N~SEl,a, SWl,aSEl,a. and W~SE~SE!zi; 

sec. 2, 	S~SE~SW~, and S~S~SE\; 

sec. 3, 	SE!ziSE~SW!zi, and SWl,aSW!ziSE!zi; 

sec. 5, SW!zi of lot 4, SW!ziNW!zi, SW!ziSE!ziNW!zi, and 
SW!zi; 

sec. 6, lots 1 and 2, NE!zi of lot 3, N~SWl,aNEl,a, 
SE~SW!ziNE!zi. SE~NE~, N~NE~SE!zi, SE~NE~SE~, 
and E~SE~SE~; 

sec. 7, E~E~NE~, SE~SE~SW~, NE~NE~SE~, S~NE~SE~, 
and S~SE'.l; 

sec. 8, N!~NW!:i, SW.iNWl:i, ~r~SEl,aNW~, S~4J...SE~NW~, W~SW~, 
and W~NEI~SW~; 
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sec. 35, 	 NE~NE~, and NE~SE~NE~; 

sec. 36, 	 NW~NW~NW~, S~NW~NW~, S~NW~, N~SW~, 
E~SW~SW~, SE~SW~, NW~SW~SE~, and S~SW~SE~. 

T. 42 N., R. 11 E. 

sec. 4, lot 4, and the west 422 feet of lot 3; 

sec. 5, lots 1,2, 3, and the SE~ of lot 4, 
N~SW~NE~, SW~NW~, N~SE~NW~. SW~SE~NW~, 
NW~SW~, and NW~SW~SW~; 

sec. 6, SE~SE~NE~, W~W!--~E~S~j~, W~SW~, W~NW~SE~SW~, 
S~SE~SW~, NE~NE~SE~, S~NE~SE~, and S~SE~; 

sec. 	7, N~NW~NE~, SW~NW~NE~, NW~SW~NE~, N~NW~, 
N~SW~NW~, and N~SE~NW~. 

T. 43 N., R. 11 E. 

sec. 32~ S~S~SE~; 

sec. 33, S~SW~SW~. 

TOTAL ACRES WITHIN WILD RIVER (26.6 miles) 
CORRIDOR. . . . . . . 8,164.14; 

AVERAGE ACRES PER MILE. .. . . . 306.92 
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APPENDIX A 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

• 	 Act of October 2, 1968 (82 Stat. 906, as amended; 16 
U.S.C.1271-1287 

&:c. 1. (a) This Act may be cited as the "Wild and Scenic 
Ri\'ers Act." (16 U .S.C. 1271 (note) ) 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the United 
States that certain selected rivers of the Nation which, with their 
immediate environments. possess outstandingly remarkable sce­
nic. recreation, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or 
other similar values, shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, 
and that they and their immediate environments shaH be pro­
tected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future gen­
erations. The Congress declares that the established national pol. 
icy of dam and other construction at appropriate sections of the 
rivers of the United States needs to be complemented by a policy 
that would preserve other selected rivers or .sections thereof in 
their free-flowing condition to protect the water quality of such 
rivers anci to fulfill other vital national consHvation purposes, (16 
C.S.c. 1271) 

(c) The purpose of this Act is to implement this policy by 
instituting a national wild and scenic rivers system, by designat­
ing ~he initial components of that system. and by prescribing the 
methods h:: which and standards according to which additional 
com;:)Qner;t::" may be added to the system from time to time. 06 
L.S.c. 1272) 

Sec. 2. (a) The national wild and scenic rivers system shall 
comprise rivers (i) that are authorized for inclusion therein by 
Act of Congress. or (ii) that are designated as wild, scenic or 
recreational rivers by or pursuant to an act of the legislature of 
the State or States through which they flow, that are to be per­
manently administered as wild. scenic or recreational rivers by 
an agency or political subdivision of the State or States con­
cernE:d without expense to the Gnited States, that are found by 
the Secretary of the Interior, upon application of the Governor of 
the State or the Governors of the States concerned, or a person 
or ~'",r~on:; thereU!lto duly. appointed by him or them. to meet the 
crite:-ia established in this Act and sDch criteria supplementary 

thereto as he may prescribe, and that are approved by him for 
inclusion in the system, induding upon application of the Gover­
nor of the State concerned, the Allagash Wilderness Waterway, 
Maine. and that segment of the 'Volf River, Wisconsin, which 
flows through Langlade County, 

(b) A wild. scenic or recreational river area eligible to be 
induded in the system is a free-flowing stream and the related 
adjacent land area that possesses one or more of the values re­
ferred to in section 1, subsection (b) of this Act, Every wild, 
scenic or recreational river in its free-flowing condition. or upon 
restoration to this condition, shall be considered eligible for indu­
sion in the national wild and scenic rivers system and. if included, 
shall be classified, designated, and administered as one of the 
following: 

(1) Wild river areas-Those rivers or sections of rivers 
that are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible 
except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially 
primitive and waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges 
of primiti,ve America. 

(2) Scenic river areas-Those rivers or sections of riv­
ers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines or, 
watersheds still largely primitiVe and shorelines largely 
undeveloped. but accessible in places by roads. 

(3) Recreational river areas-Those rivers or sections 
of rivers that are readily accessible by road or railroad, 
that may have some development along their shorelines, 
and that may have undergone some impoundment or di­
version in the past (16 U.S,C. 1273) 

Sec. 3. (a) The following rivers and the land adjacent 
thereto are hereby designated as components of the national wild 
and scenic riverl'l svstem: 

(1) CLEARWATER. MIDDLE FORK, IDA HO.-The Micl­
dIe Fork from the town of Kooskia upstream to the town of 
Lowell; the Lochsa Rh'er from its junction with the Selway at 
Lowell forming the Middle Fork, upstream to the Powell Ranger 
Station: and the Selway River from Lowell upstream to its ori­
gin; to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(2) ELEVEN POINT, ~llSS0URI.-The segment of the 
river extending downstream from Thomasville to State Highway 
142; to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(3) FEATHER, CALIFOR~IA.-The entire :'liddle Fork 
downstream from the confluence of its tributary streams one 
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kilometer southc>fBeckwourth, California; to be·administered 

the Secretary of Agriculture. . 


(4) RIO GRANDE,JI."EWMEXICO.--"':Thesegment extend­
ing from the Colorado State line downstrea;rn to the State High­
way 96 crossing, and the lower four miles of th~ Red River; to be 
administered by the Secretary of the Interior. . 

(5) ROGUE, OREGON.-The segment of the river extend­
ing froni. .the mouth of the.Applega1;eRiver downstream to the 
Lobster Greek Bridge: to be administered by .agenci,;-s of the 
Departm-entsof·t'he Inte·nor or Agricu!tuTeas .agreed u.pon by 
the Secretaries of saId pepartments or as directed by the Pres­
ident. 

(6) SAINT CROIX, MINNESOTA AND WISCOXSIX.­
The segment between the dam near Tavlors Falls, Minnt-:sota, 
and the dam near Gordon, Wisco~sin, 'and its tributary, the 
Namekagon, from Lake Namekago.n downstream to its conflu­
ence with the Saint Croix; to be administered by the Secretary of 
the Interior: Prot'ideii,That except as maybe required in connec­
tion with items (a) an·d (b) of this par.agraph. no funds available to 
carr;,y out the provisions of this Act may be expended for the 

. acquisition or development oflands in cO:1nectio:1 with, cr for 
administration under:this,AC!tof, that,portionorthe Saint Croix 
River between the dam n.e-ar .Taylors··Falls. Minn€sota, and the 
upstream end .of Rig Island.in Wisconsin, until sixty days after 
the date an which tneSecl'etary has transmitted to the Presidt!nt 
of the Senate and Spe.a,ker of the House of Representative,:; a 
proposed,conperative, agreement J')etween' the Northern States 
Power Company and the United Statesla) whereby the compar.y 
agrees to convey to the United Stat€s, without charge. appropri­
ate interestsin certain of its lands between the dam near Taylor!" 
Falls, Minnesota,arid the upstream :end of Big .Island in Wi.:5cor:­
sin, including the company's right, title, and intere;;t to approxl­
mately.0nehundred acres per inile~ and (b) providing; for the use 
and development ofotherlandsandinterest.s in land retained by 
the cornpany'between said points :aCljacent to the river in a man­
ner whrchshall complement and not be inconsistent with the 
purposes for which the lands and intere::tsin land donated by ~h" 
company··are ·administered under this Act. Said agreemen~ may 
also include pro,-ision for State or local go ....ernmental p;lrt!('i pa­
tron as authorized under subs~cdon (e) ot' ;;ectioll 10 of thi.' Act: 

(7) SAL~O~;' MIDDLE FORK, IDAHO.-Fl"on1 j'., 

to its confluence with the main Salmon Ri\"~r; .to hE' adm:::i."it'~:'"'·.t 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(8) WOLF. WISCO':--:SIN.-From the Langlade-Menominee 
Cour.tv line downstream to Keshena Falls; to be administered by 
the Secretar; of the Interior. 

(9) LO\VER SAINT CROIX, MINNESOTA AND WIS­
COXSIN.-":The segment between the dam near Taylor Falls and 
its confluence with the Mississippi Ri",er: Provided, (i)That the 
upper twenty-seven miles of this river segment shall 'be adminis­

.tered 	by the Secretary of the Interior; and (ii) That the lower 
twenty-five miles shall.be designated by the Secretary upon his 
approval of anapplicatioIT for such designation made by the Gov­
ernors (jfthe States of Minnesota.andWisconsin. 

(10) GHATTOOGA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH .CARO­
LINA, GEORGIA.-The Segment from 0;8 mile below Cashiers 
Lake in North Carolina to Tugalo.oReservoir,and the West Fork 
Chattoaga River from its j.u,nction with Chattooga upstream 7.3 
miles, as .generally depicted on the boundary map entitled 'Pro­
posed Wild and Scenic Ghattooga River and Corridor Boundary', 
dated August 1973; tobeadministered by the Secretary ·of Agri­
culture: Provided, 'That the Secretary .of Agriculture shall take 
such action as is provided for under subsection (b) of this section 
within one year from the date of.enactmentof this paragraph (10) 
(May 10, 1974]: Prot'ided fUrl-her, That for the ,purposes of this 
river,th€re are authoriz-ed to .beappropriated not more than 
$2;000,000 for the acquisition of lands and interests in lands and 
not more than '.$869;000 for development. 

(ll)RAPID RIVER, IDAHO,-The segment from the 
headwaters of the main stem to the national forest boundary and 
the segment of theW.est Fork from the wilderness boundary 
downstream to the confluence with the main stem, as a w,ild river. 

(12) SNAKE, IDAHO AND OREGON.-The segment from 
HeUs Canyon Dam downstream to Pittsburgh .Landing, as a wild 
river; and the segment from Pittsbu~gh Landing 'downstream to 
an eastward extension of the north boundary of section 1, town­
ship 5 north, range 47 east. Willamette meridian, as a scenic river. 

(t3) FLATHEAD. MONrANA.-The North Fork from the 
Canadian border downstream to its confluence \l\.ith the Middle 
Fork; the Middle Fork from its headwaters to its confluence to 
the South Fork; and the South Fork from its origin to the Hun­
gry Horse Reservoir, as generally depicted on the map entitled 
'Proposed Flathead Wild and Scenic River .Boundary Location' 
dated February 1976; to be administered by agencies of the De­
p.artments of the Interior and Agriculture as agreed upon by the 
Secretaries of such Departments or as directed by the President. 
Action required to be taken under subsection (b) of this section 
shall be taken within one year from the date of enactment of this 
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paragraph. For the purposes of this river, there are authorized to 
be appropriated not more than $6,719,000 for the acquisition of 
lands and interests in lands. No funds authorized to be appropri­
ated pursuant to this paragraph shall be available prior to Octo­
ber I, 1977. 

(14) MISSOURI, MONTANA.-The segment from Fort 
Benton one hundred and forty-nine miles downstream to Robin­
son Bridge, as generally depicted on the boundary map entitled 
'Missouri Breaks Freefiowing River Proposal', dated October 
1975, to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior. For the 
purposes of this river, there are authorized to be appropriated 
not more than $1,800.000 for the acquisition of lands and interests 
in lands. No funds authorized to be appropriated pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be available prior to October I, 1977. 

(1'5) OBED, TENNESSEE.-The segment from the west­
ern edge of the Catoosa Wildlife :Management Area to the conflu­
ence with the Emory River; Clear Creek from the Morgan 
County line to the confluence with the Obed River, Daddys 
Creek from the Morgan County line to the confluence with the 
Obed River; and the Emo:r:l: River from the confluence with the 
Obed River to the N emo bridge as generally depicted and Classi­
fied on the stream classification map dated December 1973.... , 

(b) The agency charged with the administration of each 
component of the national wild and scenic rivers system desig­
nated by subsection (a) of this section shall, within one year from 
the date of this Act. establish detailed boundaries therefor 
(which boundaries shall include an average of not more than 
three hundred and twenty acres per mi.le on both sides of the 
river); determine which of the classes outlined in section 2, sub­
section (b). of this Act best fit the river or its various l'egments; 
and prepare a plan for necessarY developments in connection 
with its administration in accordance with such classification. 
Said boundaries. classification. and development plans shall be 
published in the Federal Register and shall not become effective 
until ninety days after they have been forwarded to the Pres­
ident of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives. (16 U .S.C. 1274) 

Sec. 4. (a) The Secretary of the Interior or, "",·here national 
forest lands are involved. the Secretary of Agriculture or, in 
appropriate cases, the two Secretarie!' jointly shall study and 
suomit to the President reports on the suitability or nonsuitabil ­
ity for addition to the national wild and :';cenic rivers l'ystem (If 
rivers which l;!re designated herein or hereafter by the Congre:"'; 

as potential additions to such system. The President shall report 
to the Congress his recommendations and proposals with respect 
to the gesignation of each'such river or section thereof under this 
Act. Such studies shall be completed and such reports shall be 
made to the Congress with respect to all rivers named in sub­
paragraphs 5(ll-) (1) through (27) of this Act no later than October 
2,1978. In conducting these studies the Secretary of the Interior 

.	and the Secretary of Agriculture shall give priority to those riv­
ers (i) with respect to which thfore is the greatest likelihood of 
developments which, if undertaken, would render the rivers un­
suitable for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers sys­
tem, and (ii) which possess the greatest proportion of private 
lands within their areas. Every such study and pl~n shall be 
coordinated with any water resources planning involving the 
same river which is being conducted pursuant to the \Vater Re­
sources Planning Act (79 Stat. 244; 42 U.S.C. 1962 et seq.). 

Each report: including maps and illust~ations, shall shuw 
among other things the area included within the report; the char­
acteristics which do or do not make the area a worthy addition to 
the system; the current status of land ownership a~d u,.:€" in the 
area; the reasonably foreseeable potential uses of the land and 
water which would be enhanced. foreclosed, or curtailed if the 
araa were included in the national wild and scenic rivers system; 
the Federal agency (which in the case of a river which is wholly 
or substantially within a national forest, shall be the Department 
of Agriculture) by which it is proposed the area, should it be 
added to the system, be administered; the extent to which it is 
proposed that such administration, including the costs thereof, be 
shared by State and local agencies; and the estimated cost to the 
United States of acquiring necessary lands and interests in land 
and of administering the area, should it be added to the system. 
Each such report shall beprinted as a Senate or House document. 

(b) Before submitting any such report to the President and 
the Congres!', copies of the proposed report shall, unless it was 
prepared jointly by the Secretary of the Interior and the Secre­
tary of Agriculture. be submitted by the Secretary of the Inte­
rior to the Secretary of Agriculture or by the Secretary of Agri­
culture to the Secretary of the Interior, as the case may be, and 
to the Secretary of the Anny, the Chainnan of the Federal 
Power Commi!'sion; the head of any other affected Federal de­
partment or agency and. unless the lands proposed to be included 
in the area are already owned by the United States or have 
already been authorized for acquisition by Act of Congress, the 
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Governor .of the St·ate or States in which they are located or an 
officer d~signatedby the Governor to receive the same. Any 
recommendations or comments .on the proposal which the said 
officials furnish the Secretary or Secretaries who prepared the 
report within ninety days of the date on which the report is 
submitted to them, together with the Secretary's or Secretaries' 
comments thereon, shall be included with the transmittal to the 
President and the Congress. . 

. (c) Before .approving or disapproving for . inclusio.n in the 
national wild·and. scenic rivers system any .riverdesignated. as a 
wild, scenic or recreational river by or pursuant ta.an act of a 
State legislature, the Secretary of the Interior shall submit the 
proposal to the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of the 
Army, the Chainnan of the Federal Power Cornmission,...and the 
head of any other affected. Federal department or agency and 
shall ev·aluate and ..give due.weight to any recommendations or 
comments which the said officials furniSh himv.~ithin ninety days 
of the date on which it is submitted to them. If he approves,the 
pr:ap.osed inclusion, he shall publish notice thereof in the Federal 
Register. (16 U.S.C.1275) 

Sec. 5. (a) The following rivers are .hereby designated for 
potential addition to the national wild and scenic rivers system: 

(l)Allegheny, Pennsylvania; The.segment from its·mouth to 
the town.of Easy Brady, Pennsylvania. 

(2) Bruneau, Idabo:The enUre main stem. 
(3) Buffalo, Tennes~e: The entire river. 
(41 ,Chattooga,'North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia: 

The ent.ireriver. 
(5) Clarion,Pennsylvania: .The segment between Ridgway 

and its confluence with the Allegheny River. 
(6) Delaware, Pennsylvania and New York: The segment 

from Hancock, New York, to. Matamoras, Pennsylvania. 
(7) Flathead, Mo.ntana:. The North Fork from the. Canadian 

border downstream to its co.nfluence with the Middle Fo.rk; the 
Middle Forkfrom itsheadwaters to. its confluence with the So.uth 
Fork; and. the South F.ork from its origin to Hungry Ho.rseRes­
ervoir. 

(8) Gasconade, Missouri: The entire river. 
(9) Illinais. Oregon: The entire river. 
(lO) Little Beaver, Ohio: The segment of the North and Mid­

dle Forks of the Little Beaver River in Columbiana County from 
a. point in the vicinity of Negly and Elkton, Ohio., downstream to 

a point in the vicinity of East Liverpool, Ohio.. 
. (11) Little Miami, Qhio: That segment of the main stem of 
the river, exclusive o.f its tributaries, from a point at the Warren­

'Clennont County line at Loveland, Ohio., upstream to. the so.urces 
of Little Miami including North Fork. 

. (12) Maumee, Ohio and Indiana: The main stem fro.m Per­
rysburg, Ohio, to Fort Wayne, Indiana, exdusive of its tributar· 
ies in Ohio and inclusive o.f its tributaries in Indiana. 

(13) Missouri, Montana: The segment between FQrt BentQn ' 
and Ryan Island. 

(14) Moyie, i:daho.:The segment from the Canadian bo.rder 
to i.ts·confluence with the KOQtenai River. 

(15) Obed" Tennessee: The entire river and its tributaries, 
Clear Creek and Daddys Creek. 

(16) Pertobscot;Maine: Its east and west branches. 
(17) PereMarquette,Michigan:The entire river. 
(18) Pine Creek, Pennsylvania: The se.gment from Anso.nia 

to Waterville. 
(19) Priest, Idaho: The entire main stem. 
(20) Rio Grande, Texas: The portion of the river between 

the west boundary ofHudspeth County and the east boundary of 
Terrell Co.tlnty Gn the United States side of the river: Prot·ided. 
That before undertaking any study of thisPo.tential scenic river, 
the Secretary Qf the Interio.r shall detennine, thro.ugh the chan­
nels of appro.priate executive a,gencies, that Mexico has no objec­
tion to its being included among the studies authorized by this 
Act. 

(21) Saint Croix,Minneso.ta and Wisconsin: The segment be­
tween the da,m near Taylors Falls and its confluence with the 
Mississippi River. 

(22) Saint Jae, Idaho.: The. entire main stem. 
(23) Salmon, Idaho: The segment fro.m the town of North 

Fork to. its confluence with the Snake River. 
(24) Skagit, Washington: The segment from the town of 

Mount Vernon to. and including the mouth o.f Bacon Creek; the 
Cascade River between its mouth and the j.unction of its North 
and South Forks; the South F.ork to the bo.undary of the Glacier 
Peak Wilderness Area;. the Suiattle River from its mo.uth, to the 
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area bo.undary at Milk Creek; theSauk 
River from its mQuth to its junction with Elliott Creek; the North 
Fork o.f the Sauk River from its junctio.n with the South Fork of 
the Sauk to the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area boundary. 
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(25) Suwannee, Georgia and Florida: The entire river from 
its source in the Okefenokee Swamp in Georgia to the gulf and 
the outlying Ichetucknee Springs, Florida. 

(26) Upp-er Iowa, Iowa: The entire river. 
(27) Youghiogheny, Maryland and Pennsylvania: The seg­

ment from Oakland, Maryland, to the Youghiogheny Reservoir, 
and from the Youghiogheny Dam downstream to the town of 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania. 

(28) American, California: The North Fork from the Cedars 
to the Auburn Reservoir. 

(29) Au Sable, Michigan: The segment downstream from 
Foot Dam to Oscoda and upstream from Loud Reservoir to its 
source, including its principal tributaries and excluding Mio and 
Barnfield Reservoirs. 

(30) Big Thompson, Colorado: The segment from its source 
to the boundary of Rocky Mountain National Park. 

(31) Cache la Poudre, Colorado: Both forks from their 
sources to their confluence, thence the Cache la Poudre to the 
eastern boundary of Roosevelt 'Sational Forest. 

(32) Cahaba. Alabama: The segment from its junction with 
United States Highway 31 south of Birmingham downstream to 
its junction with United States Highway 80 west of Selma. 

(33) Clarks Fork, Wyoming: The segment from the Clark's 
Fork Canyon to the Crandall Creek Bridge. 

(34) Colorado, Colorado and Utah: The segment from its 
confluence with the Dolores River, Utah, upstream to a point 19.5 
miles from the Utah-Colorado border in Colorado. 

(35) Conejos. Colorado: The three forks from their sources 
to their confluence, thence the Conejos to its first junction with 
State Highway 17, excluding Platoro Reservoir. 

(36) Elk, Colorado: The segment from its source to Clark. 
(37) Encampment, Colorado: The Main Fork and West Fork 

to their confluence, thence the Encampment to the Colorado­
Wyoming border, including the tributaries and headwaters. 

(33) Green, Colorado: The entire segment within the State 
of Colorado. 

(39) Gunnison, Colorado: The segment from the upstream 
(southern) boundary of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na­
tional Monument to its confluence with the North Fork. 

(40) Illinois, Oklahoma: The segment from Tenkiller Ferry 
Reservoir upstream to the Arkansas-Oklahoma border, including 
the Flint and Barren Fork Creeks. 

(41) John Day, Oregon: The main stem from Service Creek 

" 


Bridge (at river mile 157) downstream to Tumwater Fails (at 
river mile 10). 

(42) Kettle, Minnesota:.The entire segment within the State 
of Minnesota. . 

(43) Los Pinos, Colorado: The segment from its source, in­
cluding the tributaries and headwaters within the San Juan 
Primitive Area, to the northern boundary of the Granite Peak 
Ranch. 

(44) Manistee, Michigan: The entire river from its source to 
Manistee Lake, including its principal tributaries and excluding 
Tippy and Hodenpyl Reservoirs. 

(45) Nolichuckey, Tennessee and North Carolina: The entire 
main stem. 

(46) Owyhee, South Fork, Oregon: The main stem from the 
Oregon-Idaho border downstream· to the Owyhee Reservoir. 

(47) Piedra, Colorado: The Middle Fork and East Fork from 
their sources to their confluence, thence the Piedra to its junction 
with Colorado Highway 160. 

(48) Shepaug, Connecticut: The entire river. 
(49) Sipsey Fork, West Fork, Alabama: The segment, in­

cluding its tributaries, from the impoundment formed by the 
Lewis M. Smith Dam upstream to its source in the William B. 
BaQkhead National Forest. 

(50) Snake, Wyoming: The segment from the southern 
boundaries of Teton National Park to the entrance to Palisades 
Reservoir. 

(51) Sweetwater, Wyoming: The segment from Wilson Bar 
downstream to Spring Creek. 

(52) Tuolumne, California: The main river from its source on 
Mount Dana and Mount Lyell in Yosemite National Park to Don 
Pedro Reservoir. 

(53) Upper Mississippi, Minnesota: The segment from its 
source at the outlet of Itasca Lake to its junction with the north­
western boundary of the city of Anoka. 

(54) Wisconsin, Wisconsin: The segment from Prairie du Sac 
to its confluence with the Mississippi River at Prairie du Chien. 

(55) Yampa, Colorado: The segment within the boundaries 
of the Dinosaur National Monument. 

(56) Dolores, Colorado: The segment of the main stem from 
Rico upstream to its source, including its headwaters; the West 
Dolores from its source, including its headwaters, downstream to 
its confluence with the main stem; and the segment from the 
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west boundary, section 2, township 38 north, range 16 west, 
NMPM, below the proposed McPhee Dam. downstream to the 
Colorado-Utah border, excluding the segment from one mile 
above Highway 90 to the confluence to the San ~iguet River. 

(57) Snake,Washington, Oregon, and Idaho: the segment 
from an eastward extension of the north boundary of.section 1, 
township 5 north, range 47 east, Willamette meridian. down­
stream to the town of Asotin, Washington. 

(58) Housatonic. Connecticut: The segment from the Massa­
ehusetts.;.Connectieut boundary downstreal;Tl to its confluence 
with the Shepaug Jiiver. 

(b)(l) The studies of rivers named in subparagraphs (28) 
through (5S) of subsection (a) of this section shall be completed 
and reports thereon submitted bynotlaterthan October 2,1979: 
Provided, That with r,espect to the rivers named in subpara­
graphs (33). (5(1). and (51), the Secretaries shall not commence any 
studies until (i) the State legislature has acted with respect to 
such rivers or (ii) one year from the date ofenactment of this Act 
[January 3, 1975), whichever is earlier. 

(2) The study of the river named in subparagraph (56) of 
subsection'hi) of this section shall be completed and the report 
thereon submitted by not later than January 3, 1976. 

(3) There are authorized to be appropriated for the pur­
pose of conducting the studies ,of the ri·vers named in subpara­
graphs (28 through (56) such sums as may be necessarY,but not 
more than 52.175,000. 

(c) The study of any of s'aid rivers shall be pursued in as 
close cooperation with appropriate agencies of the affected State 
and its political subdivisions as possible, shall be carried on 
jointly with such agencies if request for such joint study is made 
by the State. and shall include a determination of the degree to 
which the State or its political subdivisions might participate in 
the preservation and administration of the river should it be 
proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers sys­
tem. 

(d) In all planning for the use and development of water and 
related land resources, consideration shall be given by all Federal 
agencies· involved to potential national wild, scenic and recrea­
tional river areas, and all river b~sin and. proj.ect plan reports 
submitted to the Congress shall consider and di!';cu!';s any such 
potentials. The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall make specific studies and investigations to de­
termine which additional wild, scenic and recreational river areas 
within the '!,Jnited States shall be evaluated in planning reports 

by all Federal agencies as PQtential alternative uses of the water 
and related land resources involved. (16 U.S.C. 1276) 

Sec. 6. (a) The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of Agriculture are each authorized to acquire lands and interests 
in land within the authorized boundaries of any component of the 
national wild and scenic rivers system designated in section 3 of 
this Act, or hereafter designated for inclusion in the system by 
Act of Congress. which is administered by him, but he shall not 
acquire fee title to an average of more than 100 acres per mile on 
both sides of the river, Lands owned by a State may be acquired 
only by donation, and. lands owned by an Indian tribe or a political 
subdivision of a State may not be acquired without the consent of 
the appropriate governing body thereof as long as the Indian 
tribe or political subdivision is following a plan for management 
and protection of the lands which the Secretary finds protects 
the land and assures its use for purposes consistent with this Act. 
Money appropriated for Federal purposes from the land and wa­
ter conservation fund shall, without prejudice to the use of appro­
priations from other sources be available to Federaldepartments 
and agencies for the acquisition of property for the purposes of 
this Act. 

(b) If 50 per centum or more of the entire acreage within a 
federally administered wild, scenic or recreational river area is 
owned by the United States, by the State, or States within which 
it lies, or by politicalsubdhisions of those States, neither Secre­
tary shaliacquire fee title to any landsby condemnation under 
authority of this Act. Nothing contained in this section, however, 
shall preclude the use of condemnation when necessary to clear 
title or to acquire scenic easements or such other easements as 
are reasonably necessary to give the public access to the river 
and to permit its members to traverse the length of the area or 
of selected segments thereof. 

(c) Neither the Secretary of the Interior nor the Secretary 
of Agriculture may acquire lands by condemnation, for the pur­
pose of hicluding such lands in any national. wild, scenic. or rec­ ,. 
reational river area, if such lands are located within any incorpo­
rated city, village, or borough which has in force and applicable to 
such lands a duly adopted, valid zoning ordinance that confonns 
with the purposes of this Act. In order to carry out the.provisions 
of this subsection the appropriate Secretary shall issue guide­
lines, specifying standards for local zoning ordinances, which are 
consistent with the purposes of this Act. The standards specified 
in such guidelines shall have the object of (A) prohibiting new 
commercial or industrial uses other than commercial or industrial 
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uses which are consistent with the purposes of this Act, and (B) 
the protection of the bank lands by means of acreage, frontage, 
and setback requirements on development. 

(d) The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accept title to 
non-Federal property within the authorized boundaries of any 
federally administered component of the national wild and scenic 

<. 	 rivers system designated in section 3 of this Act or hereafter 
designated for inclusion in the system by Act of Congress and, in 
exchange therefor,. convey to the grantor any federally owned 
property which is under his jurisdiction within the State in which ., 	 the component lies and which he classifies as suitable for ex­
change or other disposal. The values of the properties so ex­
changed either shall be approximately equal or, if they are not 
approximately equal, shall be equalized by the payment of cash to 
the grantor or to the Secretary as the circumstances require. 

(e) The head of any Federal department or agency having 
administrative jurisdiction over any lands or interests in land 
within the authorized boundaries of any federally administered 
component of the national wild and scenic rivers system desig­
nated in section 3 of this Act or hereafter designated for inclusion 
in the system by Act of Congress is authorized to transfer to the 
appropriate secretary jurisdiction over such lands for adminis­
tration in accordance with the provisions of this Act. Lands ac­
quired by or transferred to the Secretary of agriculture for the 
purposes of this Act within or adjacent to a national forest shall 
upon such acquisition or transfer become national forest lands. 

(0 The appropriate Secretary is authorized to accept dona­
tions of lands and interests in land, funds, and other property for 
use in conneetion with his administration of the national wiki and 
scenic rivers system. 

(g)(l) Any owner or owners (hereinafter in this subsection 
referred to as "owner") of improved property on the date of its 
acquisition, may retain for themselves and their successors or 
assigns a right of use and occupancy of the improved property for 
noncommercial residential purposes for a definite term not to 
exceed twenty-five years or, in lieu thereof, for a term endin,; at 
the death of the owner. or the death of his spouse, or the death of 
either or both of them. The owner shall elect the term to ~ 
reserved. The appropriate Secretary shall pay to the owner the 
fair market value of the property on the date of such acquisition 
lel's the fair market value on such date of the right retained by 
the owner. 

. (2) Aright of use and occupancy retained pursuant to this 
sub,;ection shall be subject to termination whenever the appro­
priate Secretary is given reasonable cause to find that such use 

. and occupancy is being exercised in a manner which conflicts 
with the purposes of this Act. In the event of such a finding, the 
S""cretary shall tender to the holder of that right an amount equal 
to the fair market value of that portion of the right which re~ 
IT,ains unexpired on the date of termination. Such right of use or 
occupancy shall terminate by operation of law upon tender of the 
fair market price. 

(3) The term "impro\'ed property", as used in this Act, 
means a detached. one-family dwelling (hereinafter referred to 
as "dwelling"), the construction of which was begun before Janu­
ary 1. 1967, together with so much of the land on which the 
dwelling is situated, the said land being in the same ownership as 
the dwelling, as the appropriate Secretary shall designate to ~ 
reasonably necessary for the enjoyment of the dwelling for the 
sole purpose of noncommercial residential use, together with any 
structures accessory to the dwelling which are situated on the 
land 1'0 designated. (16 U.S.C. 1277) 

Sec. 7. (a) The Federal Power Commission shall not license 
the construction of any dam, water conduit, reservoir, power­
house. transmission line, or other project works under the Fed­
eral Power Act (41 Stat. 1063), as amended (16 U.S.C. 791a et 
SE:q.), on or directly affecting any river which is designated in 
section 3 of this Act as a component of the national wild and 
scenic rivers system or which is hereafter designated for inclu­
sion in that system, and no department or agency of the United 
States shall assist by loan, grant, license, or otherwise in the 
construction of any water resources project that would have a 
dire<:t and adverse effect on the values for which such river was 
E:stablished, as determined by the Secretary charged with its 
administration. Nothing contained in the foregoing sentence, 
however, shall preclude licensing of. or assistance to, develop­
ments below or above a wild, scenic or recreational river area or 
on any stream tributary thereto which will not invade the area or 
unreasonably diminias the scenic. recreational, and fish and wild­
life values present in the area on the date of approval of this Act. 
Xo department or agency of the United States shall recommend 
authorization of any water resources project that would have a 
direct and ad"erse effect on the values for which such river was 
established, as determined by the Secretary charged with its 
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administration, or r~uest appropriations to begin construction 
·of any such project,whetherheretofore or hereafter authorized, 
without advising the Secretary of the Interior or the Secre.tary of 
Agriculture,as the case .may be, in 'writing of its intention so to 
do at least.sixty days in advance, and without specifically report· 
ingtothe Congress in writing at the t.imeJt makes its recommen· 
dation or ·request in what respect construction .of such project 
would be in conflict with the purposes of this Act and would 
affect 'the component an(j the values to be protected by it under 

. this Act. 
(b) The Federal Power Commission shall not license the con­

struction of any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, 
transmission line, or other project works under the Federal 
Power Act, as amended, on or directly affecting any river which 
is listed .in sectitm 5, subsection (a), of this Act, amI no depart­
ment or agency of the United States shall assist by loan, grant, 
license, or otherwise in the c.onstruction of any water resources 
project that would have a direct and adverse effect on the values 
for which such riv'er might be designated, as determined by the 
Secretary responsible for its study or approval­

(0· during the ten-year period following enactment of this 
Act or for a three completefisc-<ll year period following any Act 
of Congress designating any 'river for potential addition to the 
national wild and scenic rivers system, whichever is later, un­
less, prior to the expiration of the relevant period, the Secre­
tary of the Interior and. where national forest lands are in­
volved, the Secretary of Agriculture, on the basis of study. 
determine that such river should not be included in the national 
wild and scenic rivers system and notify the Committees on 
Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States Congress, in 
writing. including a copy of the study upon which the determi­
·nationwas made, at least one hundred and eighty days while 
Congress is in session prior to. publishing notice to that effect 
in the Federal Register: Provided, That if any Act designating 
any river or rivers. for potential addition to the national wild 
and scenic rivers system provides a period for the study or 
studies which exceeds such three complete fiscal year period 
the period provided for in such Act shall be substituted for the 
three complete fiscal year period in the provisions of this 
dause (i);and, 

(ii) during such additional period thereafter as, in ·the case 
of any river the report for which is submitted to the President 
and the Congress, is necessary for congressional consideration 

thereof or, in the case of any river recommer:ded to the Secre­
tary of the Interior for inclusion in the national wild and scenic 
rivers system urider section 2(a)(iiJ of this Act, is necessary for 
the. Secretary's consideration thereof, which additional period, 
however, shall' not exceed three ~'ears in the first case and on~ 
year in the second. 

Nothing contained in the foregoing sentence, however, shall pre­
clude licensing oft or assistance to, developments below or above 
a potential wild, scenic or recreational ri\'er area or on any 
stream tributary thereto which will not inv.ade the area or dimin­
ish the scenic, recreational, and fish.and wildlife values present in 
the potential wild, scenic or recreational river area on the date of 
approval of this Act. No department or agency of the United 
States shall, during the periods hereinbefore specified, recom­
mend authorization of any water resources project on any such 
river or request appropriations to begin construction of any such 
project, whether heretofore or hereafter authorized, without ad­
v.ising the Secretary of the Interior and, where national forest 
lands are involved, the Secretary of Agriculture in writing of its 
intention so to do at least sixty days in advance of doing so and 
without specificallY reporting to the Congress in writing at the 
time it makes its recommendation or request in what respect 
construction of such proJect would be in conflict with the pur­
pm;es of this Act and would affect the component and the values 
to be protected by it under this Act. 

(c) The Federal Power Commission and all other Federal 
agelJcies shall, promptly upon enactment of this Act, inform t.he 
Secretary of the Interior and, where national forest lands are 
involved, the Secretary of Agriculture, of any proceedings, stud­
ie:", or other acti\'ities within their jurisdiction which are now in 
progre.:;S and which affect or may affect· any of the rivers speci­
fied in section 5, subsection (a), of this Act. They shall likewise 
inform him of any such pr.oceedings, studies, or other activities 
which are hereafter commenced or resumed.before they are com­
menced pr resumed. 

(d) Nothing in this section \\~ith respect to the making of a 
lQan or grant shall apply to grants made under the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (78 Stat. 897; 16 U.S.C. 
460l-5 et seq.). (16 U.S.C. 1278) 

Sec,8. (a) All public lands within the authorized boundaries 
of any component of the national wild and scenic rivers system 
which is designated in section 3 of this Act or which is hereafter 

" 
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designated for inclusion in that system are hereby withdrawn 
from entry, sale, or other disposition under the public land laws 
of the 'Cnited States. 

(b) All public lands which constitute the bed or bank, or are 
within one-quarter mile of the bank, of any river which is listed 
in section S, subsection (a), of this Act are hereby withdrawn 

~ 	 from entry. sale, or other disposition under the public land laws 
of the L' nited States for the periods specified in section 7, subsec­
tion (b), of this Act. (16 U.S.C. 1279) 

Sec. 9. (a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the applicability 
of the enited States mining and mineral leasing laws within com­
ponents of the national wild and scenic rivers system except 
that­

(i) all prospecting, mining operations, and other activities 
on mining claims which. in the case of a component of the 
system designated in section 3 of this Act, have not heretofore 
been perfected or which, in the case of a component hereafter 
designated pursuant to this Act or any other Act of Congress, 
are not perfected before its inclusion in the system and all 
mining operations and other activities under a mineral lease, 
license, or permit issued or renewed after inclusion of a compo­
nent in the system shall be subject to such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Interior or,in the ease of national forest lands, 
the Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe to effectuate the 
purposes of this Act; 

(ii) subject to valid existing rights, the perfection of, or 
issuance of a patent to, any mining claim affecting lands within 
the system shall confer or convey a right or title only to the 
mineral deposits and such rights only to the use of the surface 
and the surface resources as are reasonably required to carry­
ing on prospecting or mining operations and are consistent 
with such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Interior or, in the case of national forest lands, by the 
Secretary of Agriculture; and 

(iii) subject to valid existing rights, the minerals in Fed­
eral lands which are part of the system and constitue the bed 
or bank or are situated within one-quarter mile of the bank of 
any river designated a wild river under this Act or any subse­
quent Act are hereby withdrawn from all forms of appropri­
ation under the mining laws and from operation of the mineral 
leasing laws including. in both cases, amendments thereto. 

Regulations issued pursuant to paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this 

subsection shall, among other things, provide safeguards against 
pollution of the river involved and unnecessary impairment of 
the scenery within the component in question. 

(b) The minerals in any Federal lands which constitute the 
bed or bank or are situated within one-quarter mile of the bank 
of any river which is listed in section 5, subsection (a) of this Act 
are hereby withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the 
mining-laws during the periods specified in section 7, subsection 
(b) of this Act. Nothing contained in this subsection shall be 
construed to forbid prospecting or the issuance of leases, licenses, 
and permits under the mineral leasing laws subject to such con­
ditions as the Secretary of the Interior and, in the case of national 
forest lands, the Secretary of Agriculture find appropriate to 
safeguard the area in the event it is subsequently included in the 
system. (16 U.S.C. 1280) 

Sec. 10. (a) Each component of the national wild and scetiic 
rivers system shall be administered in such manner as to protect 
and enhance the values which caused it to be included in said 
system without, insofar as is consistent therewith, limiting other 
uses that do not substantially interfere with public use and enjoy­
ment of these values. In such administration primary emphasis 
shall be given to protecting its esthetic, scenic, historic, archeo­
logic, and scientific features. Management plans for any such 
component may establish varying degrees of intensity for its 
protection and development. based on the special attributes of 
the area. 

(b) Any portion of a component of the national wild and 
scenic rivers system that is within the national wilderness pres­
ervation systf:!m, a,; establishf:!d by or pursuant to the Act of 
September 3,1964 (78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C., ch. 2;~), shall be subject 
to the provisions of both the Wilderness Act and this Act with 
respect to preservation of such river and its immediate environ­
ment, and in case of conflict between the provisions of these Act,;:; 
the more restrictive provisions shall apply. 

(c) Any component of the, national wild and scenic rivers 
system that is administered by the Secretary of the Interior 
through the National Park Service shall become a part of the 
national park sy'stem, and any such component that is admini,;­
tered by the Secretary through the Fish and Wildlife Sen'ice 
shall become a part of the n!ltiQnal wildlife refuge system. The 
lands invol\'ed shall be subject to the provi:5'ions of this Act Ol:'ld 

the Acts under whieh the national park ~yst~m or national wild­
life system, a~ tl:e C3.se may b.:-. i;; aolmini,:tered. and in ca.,":, (II 
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conflict between the provisions of these Acts. th" mOT"e T"€:5tr:r:· 
,tive provisions shall apply. The SecT"E'tary of the Interior. i:-: hi:; 
adminis,tration ofany cor:r.ponentof the mdon;al wild anrl,~ceni~ 
rivers system, may utilize such general statutory authorities re­
lating to areas of the national park :system and such general 
sta~utory authorities otherwise available to him for recreation 
and preservationpurposes and for the consen'ation and manage­
ment of natural resources as he deems appropriate to carry out 
the purposes of this Act. 

(d) The Secretary of Agricultl;l,re, in his administration of 
any component of the national wild and scenic rivel's system area, 
may utilize the general statutory authorities relating to the na­

. tional 	forests in such manner ashe deems appropriate to carry 
out the purposes of this Act. 

(e) The Federal agency charged with the administration of 
any component of theriatiollal wild and scenic·riverS system may 
enter into written cooperative agreements with the Governor of 
a State, the head of any State agen~y. or the appropriate official 
of a political subdivision of a State for State. or local governmen­
tal participation in the administration of the component. The 
States and their political subdivisions shall be encouraged to co­
operate in the planning and administration of components of the 
system which include or adjoin State- or county-owned lands. (16 
U.S.C. 1281) 

Sec. 11. (a) The Secretary of the Interior shall encourage 
and assist the States to consider, in formulating and carrying out 
their comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation plans and pro­
posals for financing assistance for State and local projects sub­
mitted pursuant to the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act 
of 1965 (78 Stat. 897), needs and opportunities for establishing 
State and local wild, scenic and recreational river areas. He shall 
also, in accordance with the authority contained in the Act of May 
28, 1963 (77 Stat. 49), provide technical assistance and advice to, 
and cooperate with, States. political subdivisions, and private in­
terests. including nonprofit organizations, with respect to estab­
lishing such wild, scenic and recreational river areas. 

(b) The Secretaries of Agriculture and of Health, Education, 
and Welfare shall likewise, in accordance with the authority 
vested in them, assist, advise, and cooperate with State and local 
agencies and private interests with respect to establishing such 
wild. scenic and recreational river areas. (16 U.S.C. 1282) 

Sec. 12. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and heads of other Federal agencies shall review 

a.dministrative and management policies, regulations, contracts, 
and plans affecting lands under their respective jurisdictions 
which include, border upon, or are adjacent to the rivers listed in 
subsection (a) of section 5 of this Act in order to determine what 
action,. should be taken to protect such rivers during the period 
they are being considered for potential addition to the national 
wild and scenic rivers systems. Particular attention shall be given 
to. scheduled timber harvesting, road construction, and similar 
activities which might be contrary to the purposes of this Act. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate 
any existing rights..privileges, or contracts affecting Federal 
lands held by any private party without the consent of said party. 

(c) The head of any agency administering a component of 
the national wild and scenic rivers system shall cooperate with 
the Secretary of the Interior and with..the appropriate State 
water pollution control agencies for the purpose of eliminating or 
diminishing the pollution of waters of the river. (11) U .S.C. 1283) 

Sec. 13. (a) Nothing in this Act shall affect the jurisdiction 
or responsibilities of the States with respect to fish and wildlife, 
Hunting and fishing s.hal! be permitted on lands and water ad­
ministered as parts of the system under applicable State and 
Federal laws and regulations unless, in the case Of hunting, those 
lands or waters· are within a national park or monument. The 
administering Secretary may. hm.\'ever, designate zones where, 
and establish periods when, no hunting is permitted for reasons 
of public safety, administration, or public use and enjoyment and 
shall issue appropriate regulations after consultation \""ith the 
wildlife agency of the State or States affected. 

(b) The jurisdiction of the States and the United States over 
waters of any stream included in a national wild, scenic or recre­
ational river area shall be determined by e,.tablished principles of 
law. Under the provisions of this Act, any taking by the United 
States of a water right which is vested under either State or 
Federal law at the time such river is included in thE:: national wild 
and scenic rivers system shall entitle the .owner thereof to just 
compensation. Nothing in this Act shall constitute an express or 
implied Claim or denial on the part of the Federal Government as 
to exemption from State water laws. 

(c) Designati'ori of 'any stream or portion thereof as a na­ ,tional wild, scenic or recreational river area shall not be con­
strued as a reservation of the waters of such streams for pur­
poses other than those specified in this Act, or in quantities 
greater than necessary to accomplish these purposes. 
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(d) The jurisdiction of the States over waters of any stream 
included in a national wild, scenic or recreational river area shall 
be unaffected by this Act to the extent that such jurisdiction may 
be exercised without imparing the purposes of this Act of its 
administration. 

(e) Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to alter, 
amend, repeal, interpret, modify, or be in conflict with any inter­
state compact made by any States which contain any portion of 
th", national wild and scenic river system.

(n Nothing in this Act shall affect existing rights of any 
State, including the right of access, .with respect to the beds of 
navigable streams, tributaries, or rivers (or segments thereof) 
located in a national wild, scenic or recreational river area. 

(g) The Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agri­
culture, as the case may be, may grant easements and rights-of­
way upon, over, under, across, or through any component of the 
national wild and scenic rivers svstem in accordance with the 
laws applicable to the national pa;k system and the national for­
est system, respecti\'ely: Pro6ded. That any conditions prec­
edent to granting such easement,: and rights-of-way shall be re­
lated to the policy and purpose of thi:- Act. (l6 l".S.C. 1284) 

Sec. 14. The claim and allowance of the \'alue of an easement 
as a charitable contribution under section 170 of title 26, United 
States Code, or as a gift under section 2522 of said title shall 
constitute an agreement by the donor on behalf of himself, his 
'"',r,,, ;,r,,j ,:,~"ign.' t/;;!t, if the term~ of the instrument creating 
: \" t,,,.-.':;;el;c ;cr.:: \'iolated. the oonoi::t;? or the United St<ltes may 
;,,..,;t;:r(· ll,<: ,;:en'ient ,,:'tate at its fair mllrkH value as of the time 
:~,,: ";:.-,,,!11(:I:t was donated minu,: -:;:-;e' nilue of the ",a!'em~nt 
,';:,,::1·;,1 ;"t,,,; all,)wed ;';''' a charit::'\:.:i2 con:r:bution or gift. tIl} 
l'.:-:C. l:.!"'::,) , 

SeC. 15. As u:::cd in this Act. the tt?rm­
(;".) "Ei\'er" mean,:. a flowing bo,:,)' of water or e:::.tuar)· or a 

.-t.'c': 1(':1. put·liun. or tributary thereof. inC'!uding rivers, streams, 
rr""_~;", r'..ln,:. kille". riJ!s, and smalllaKt?s, 

0) .. Frt'E-f!owing". ,:s applied t·j any river or !'ediol1 of a 
ri\'.-;. ml.:ar.s exi,:ting (·r tlowing in natural condition without im­
p'J\.lr.(!r.:.:-nt. divo'rl'ion, struightening, rip-rapping, or other modi­
fit",i()!! of the watoerway. The existEr:ce. however, of low dams, 
di\'",;~;"r, w0rk;;. and f)ther minor struc:tures at the time an\' river 
i,,, pn'pu""d far incJUi'ion in the nativnal wild and scenic-rivers 
"y,,:,-m .'i:,,:l not automatically bar it~ con;:ideration for :ouch in­
'.-'u.-:,.>!]: p,.,,(,:'dnl. That thi,: shall not be c(,!1strued to authorize. 

intl'nd, or encourage future cunstruction of such structures 
within components of the national wild and scenic river system. 

(c) "Scenic easement" means the right to control the use of 
hion'\ (including the air :space above such land) within the autho­
rized boundaries of a component of the wild and scenic rivers 
"ystf<m, for the purpose of protecting the natural qualities of a 
dl::signated wild, scenic or recreational riv",r area, but such con­
trol shall not affect, without the owner's consent, any regular use 
~xt'rcised prior to the acquisition of the easement. (16 U.S.C. 

,128G) 
Sec. Hi. (a) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated, 

including such sums as have heretofore been appropriated, the 
following amounts for land acquisition for each of the rivers de­
scrib",d in section 3(a) of this Act: 

Clearwater, Middle Fork, Idaho, 52,909,800; 

Eleven Point, Missouri, $4,906,500; 

Feather, Middle Fork. California, $3,935,700; 

Rio Grande, New Mexico, 5253,000; 

Rogue, Oregon, $12,447,200; 

St. Croix, Minnesota and Wisconsin, $11,768,550; 

Salmon, Middle Fork, Idaho, $] ,237.100; and 

Wolf, Wisconsin, $142,150. 

(b) The authority to make the appropriations authorized in 

this section shall expire on June 30, 1979, (16 U.S.C. 1287) 
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APPENDIX 8 
PUBLIC L-\ W 95-625-NOV. 10, .1978 92 STAT. 3467 

Public Law 95-625 
95th Congress 

An Act 

To authorlu a.dditlonalappropriatians tor the a.cqn!.SUiOD of lands and interestl Noy. 10, 1978 
in lands ....-:Ithin the Sawtooth National Recreation Area in Idabu. [So 791J 

Be it enacted by the Senak aM H(J1J.86 of Representati'IJu of the. 
enited S tates of A merica in 0 ongre88 auembled, National Pa.:k. 

and RecreatJon 
Act of 1978.SHORT 'lTI'LE A:l11> TA.BI..:E OF' CO:l1""TENTB 

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the "NatiollAl Parks and 16 USC 1 Dote. 
Rt'crt>ation Act of 19j8". • 

SEC. 70(l. Section 3 (a) of the 'Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is amended Boundaries. 
b, addin"" the follo\divl' new paragraph at the end thereof: 16 USC 1274. 

' .• (2;3) 'SAI:ST .TOE, Ir~,\Ho.-The segment abo\'\:' the confluence of the 
);" art 11 Fork of tlH' Saint tToe. River to Spruce Tree Campground, as a 
recreational river; the segment abm'e Spruce Tree Campground to 
Saint .Joe Lake, as a wild ri,'er, as generally depicted on the map 
t'ntitled 'Saint Joe Rinr Corridor Map' on file with the Chief of the 
Forest Sen'ice and dated September 19j8; to be administered by the Administration. 
Secretary of Agriculture. Xotwithstanding any other pro't'ision of law. Roads and 

classification of the Saint Joe River under this paragraph and the bndges. access. 
,.,quent. de\'elopment plan for the rh'er prepared In' tIl(' Secretary 

of _.\.g-riculturt' shall at no time interfere with or restrict the main­
tenan'ce, u~, or access to or future roads within the adjacent 
lands nor interfere with or present use of or future construc­
tion of bridges across that portion of the Saint Joe designated as a 
'recreational rl\'er' under this paragraph, Dredo-e or placer mining 
shall be prohibited within the banks or beds of t'he main stem of the 
Saint Joe and its tributary streams in their entirety aboye the 
t1uence of the main stem with the North Fork of the ri't'el'. Sothing in Sand and gravel. 
this Act shall lw det'med to prohibit the remonl of sand and gravel removal. 
above the high water mark of the Saint Joe River and its tributaries 
wit)rin the river corridor by or under the ~uthorit:y ?f any public body 
or Its agents for the purposes of const.ructlon or mamtenance of roads. 
The Secretary shall take such action as is required under subsection 
(b) of this Sl"ction within one \,ear from the date of enactment of this 

paragraph. For the purposes of th.is ri.er, there are authorized to be AppropriatioD 

~lppropr!ated not more than Sl,OOO,OOO for the acquisition of lands or authori1.ation. 

mterest m lands.". 
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APPENDIX C 
Honorable Henry M. Jackson 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
ROOM 3106, Dirkson Building 
Washington, D.C. 20570 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This information is provided in response to a 
reques tat the recent Wallace, .Idaho, fi e1d 
hearings on Senate Bill 3052. 

assessment of timber harvest levels from the 
Recreational River Area of the St. Joe River as 
a result of classification under the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act indicates little change from 
present or future management direction. 

This statement is based upon an analysis of the 
management guidelines contained in the Wild and 
Scenic River Study Report and Final Environmental 
Statement for the St. Joe River, current multiple 
use plans for the lands involved, and projected 
management direction. These guidelines all 
indicate that aesthetics, water uality, recreation 

1 e a 1tat are ey va ues wlthin t 1S 

The primary difference between the proposed 
classification and current management guidelines 
involves the timber land use classification. 
Under current guidelines the Recreational River 
Area would be managed as a "special" component 
of the regulated commercial forest land area. 
Classification under the Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Act would result in the Recreational River 
portion being managed as part of the "unregulated" 
commercial forest land area; the timber harvest 
attributable to those acres would become part of 
the unregulated harvest. 

Of the 13,290 acres within the Recreational 
River Area, about 88 percent (11,700 acres) are 
commercial forest land. This is approximately 2 
percent of the St. Joe National Forest adminis­
tered by the Idaho Panhandle National Forests. 
Assuming the river corridor is about average in 
productivity (as compared to the total St. Joe 
N.F.), this totals about one million board feet 
of annual allowable harvest being classed as 
"unregulated." 

There are numerous timber management oppor­
tunities within the Recreational River Area Zone 
that will meet the management guidelines. The 
improvement of the wildlife habitat within the 
river management zone could yield timber volume. 

is would be accomplished through periodic 
harvest of individual stands to create the 
openings necessary for continued forage pro­
duction, plus cultural operations in other areas 
to maintain the necessary cover/forage balance. 
This timber volume would be available only when 
harvesting would be needed to improve the wildlife 
habitat. 

The other major opportunity, and a source of 
more consistent yields, is the salvage of insect 
infested and diseased trees~ This volume cari be 
removed consistent with the restraints of classi­
fication from a large portion of the river 
management zone without deqradation of the river 
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values. We anticipate this may take place on an 
indivudual tree-by-tree basis, or in small 
groups to maintain the natural appearance of the 
river area. The use of helicopters and long­
line skyline logging systems with landings 
located in small natural openings within the 
zOne, and wintertime operations using more 
conventional equipment are some of the techniques 
that will be used to maintain the areas natural 
appearance. It is consistent with the guidelines 
for management of the proposed Recreational 
River portion of the St. Joe River that low 
water gravel and sand bars be used as temporary 
landings during the needed harvest operations. 

The construction of necessary roads and bridges 

through the zone for management of adjacent 

areas offers additional opportunities for 

salvage of insect and diseased trees. This 

again can be on an individual or small group 

basis from those areas within reach of the 

roadway. The timber harvested by these tech~ 

niques would be on a periodic case-by-case as 

needed to meet river management objectives and 

would be a secondary benefit to the other key 

values of the river management zone as identi ­

fied in the study. Because of the unscheduled 

case-by-case nature of this cutting, it is not 

possible to quantify any changes in long term 

harvest volumes. 


These management techniques are consistent with 
the guidelines established for the. Recreational 
River Area of the St. Joe River, and are also 
consistent with the current management direction 

for any major river corridor within the national 
forest system. 

No timber harvest is planned within the proposed 
Wild River portion of the St. Joe; this is not a 
change from current management guidelines for 
that section of the river. The proposed Wild 
River Area is presently c·lassed as "timber 
reserved," and will be similarly classed if 
classified under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

Si ncerely. 

RALPH D. KIZER 
Forest Supervisor 
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