50th Anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
1968-2018





Exhibit Request Template 

This adaptable template has been created for sending to museums to request a 2018 exhibit for the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Wild and Scenic Rivers capture the essence of rivers that surge, ramble, gush, wander, and weave. From the remote rivers of Alaska, Idaho and Oregon to rivers threading through the rural countryside of New Hampshire, Ohio and Massachusetts, they offer the grand experiences that impress the indifferent and inspire the choir. They are the life-blood of the American story.

That story began in the 1960s when outdoor enthusiasts and visionary congressional leaders demanded the creation of a protected system of free-flowing rivers to balance America’s policy of rampant dam building. The passage of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 created the National Wild and Scenic River System, which today protects more than 12,000 miles of rivers in 40 states and Puerto Rico for recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, scenery, and cultural heritage.
 
In 2018, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the birth of our Wild and Scenic River System by recognizing that everyone plays a role in stewarding free-flowing rivers and safeguarding future water quality.

The Wild & Scenic Rivers 50th anniversary group is a collaborative partnership between American Rivers, American Whitewater, River Management Society, River Network, and the four federal government agencies that manage our rivers—the Bureau of Land Management, Fish & Wildlife Service, Forest Service and the National Park Service. Throughout and prior to the anniversary, this group will work to inspire awareness, education, stewardship, and advocacy around local protected and non-protected rivers in communities across America.

Toward this end, local events in major cities and other prominent communities are being planned.  Museum displays and exhibits are an ideal educational tool to spread awareness about rivers.  We’d like to ask you to reserve space during 2018 for an exhibit focused on some aspect related to rivers, whether it is related specifically to Wild & Scenic Rivers, river protection, water quality, or recreation.  

Museums may wish to curate and plan an exhibit of their own, or rely more on WSR50 for exhibit materials. In either case WSR50 will have some generic rivers material available to museums willing to participate.  These would include a copy of the Act, photographs, and a listings of videos or clips that can be shown on a recurring loop (see our online toolkit at https://www.rivers.gov/wsr50/toolkit.php).

Purpose of exhibit and applicability to art, natural history, or science museums during this 50th Anniversary of the 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act:

· To educate the public in the values of rivers, conservation, and preservation of our Wild & Scenic Rivers, bringing attention to the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the creation of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
· To demonstrate the ecological relevance and inspirational value of rivers, and their historical and current protection. Perhaps to lead toward a conservation consciousness and ecological concern.
· To use the power of art to inspire people to appreciate, understand, and protect their rivers.
· To motivate students to look closely, think carefully, and find out more about the natural world around them.
· To develop awareness with discovery and wonder at nature’s creativity.
· To educate children and adults about our Wild & Scenic Rivers with aesthetic, scientific, and legislative information about the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 
· To promote the values of all rivers, and their affect on all our lives.

Intended Audience  
· Teachers and students, principals, and public school officials
· Public officials involved with rivers and water quality legislation
· Community visitors interested in the natural environment, legislative protection of rivers, and the history of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act

Exhibit Title Examples
· It’s Your River. Make Your Splash!
· Fifty Years of Rivers
· Art and our Rivers
· Why Rivers
· America’s Natural Heritage—Wild rivers celebrated
· Rivers, Past and Future: Yours to protect and enjoy

Details
· Budget: (attach)
· Funds:  (describe)
· Time Frame: WSR50 seeks to make the entire year of 2018 as The Year of Rivers in America, so a particular time slot during 2018 is not essential.
· Stake Holders/Input Groups: River-focused conservation groups (list) you are  already working with or may work with.
